
The Beacon School
A Filipino Community IB World School

Friday, 2 March 2018

5-9 Mar International Book Week, Details on page 2
Mon,5 Mar Start of Term 3 ASA
Wed, 7 Mar Early Student Release, K-G3=12 noon, 
    G4-8=12:30 pm
 Teachers Professional Development, pm
Fri, 9 Mar Beacon-GABES Interaction, G6 Service

Fri, 16 Mar Band Recital, 4:00 pm
21-23 Mar IB PYP Evaluating Team Visit
26 Mar-1 Apr Holy Week, No Classes
Mon, 2 Apr Classes Resume
Mon, 9 Apr Day of Valor, National Holiday, No Classes
Fri, 13 Apr Night of the Notables
Wed,18 Apr G8 Community Proj. Presentation, 11:30 am

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

The Beacon Inquirer
Dear Parents,

Thank you for your engagement in supporting your children's education at Beacon. Today, we have hosted 
Student Led Conferences with strong participation from families. 

We have several sports teams heading into championship games this weekend, and the enthusiasm that 
Beacon parents bring to their children's participation contributes to the success of our teams.   

Many thanks to our BPA who planned, organized, and hosted what has become an annual favorite, the 
Beacon Fair, this year on February 23rd, to ensure that our students have the opportunity to experience 
nothing but fun and play together as an entire school community here on campus.   

We have received many pieces of student artwork for the BPA sponsored Art Exhibit and Silent Auction at 
Silverlens Gallery on April 23rd.  By mid March, the pieces will be exhibited here at Beacon for initial viewing.  
We thank and congratulate our students who have shared their artistry with our school community.  We 
continue to accept pieces until March 7 next week.

From March 21 - 23, we host the IB PYP Visiting Team (VT) who will evaluate our Primary Years Programme 
here at Beacon.  PYP teachers have worked hard, on behalf of your children, and as an extension of this,  in 
line with the practices that VT members, Mr. Mario Gauci and Ms. Emma Homerlein will be looking for as they 
review our school philosophy, organization, collaborative planning, written curriculum, teaching and learning, 
and assessment practices.  The visit provides an important opportunity to learn from the team and to add to 
the growth areas we have identified ourselves.  

For now, we look forward to what is certain to be an exciting Term 3, given so many exemplary culminating 
activities: the Kinder Play, Art and Artists, Grade 5 Exhibition, and Night of the Notables, to name just a few.  
Details for the wide range of activities for the coming week's International and Book Week are provided in this 
issue.

We thank you for your continued support and look forward to seeing you throughout the term ahead!  

          All the best,
             Mary Chua, Dean of School

http://beaconschool.ph


:

  
Theme: Everyone Has A STORY 

5 - 9 March 2018

                            Schedule of Activities
Monday, 5th Tuesday, 6th Wednesday, 7th Thursday, 8th Friday, 9th

Book Fair*: Auditorium Lobby; 7:30 am - 4:30 pm
Share  Your Story Wall*: Reception Area

Picture Wall: PYP Ramp Area and MYP Area

Spirit Week
Pajama Day

Spirit Week
Book Day!

Spirit Week
National/Folk

Costumes

Assembly
7:40 am

Auditorium

MYP Spanish - 
Mandarin Show
10:30 am -12nn

Auditorium

MYP Humanities 
Quiz

8-9:55 am
Auditorium

Cultural 
Exchange
8-8:50 am

Parade*
7:40 am

Buddy Reading
8:10 am

Classrooms

DEAR
8:25 - 8:40 am

DEAR
9:30 - 9:45 am

DEAR
1:20 - 1:35 pm

Bookabunga 13!*
K-2=8:10 - 9:10

G3-5=9:30 - 10:30
G6-8=11 - 12:30

Storytelling with 
Mr. Rey Bufi

10:15 - 11:00 am
Auditorium

Intl. Food Fair*
Gym

MYP Film 
Watching

1:20 - 2:50 pm
Parents are invited to participate or attend on the days with (*).

  : Deadline Extended to March 7, 2018
Thank you to those students who have already submitted their work for the Art Exhibit! 

To give students an opportunity to find time to work together, and following numerous requests to 
extend the deadline for submission of student artwork, we will now be accepting student artwork until 
March 7, 2018.

For guidelines and details regarding the artwork, please see the attached letter. You may also email Ms. 
Amaya Aboitiz (aboitiz.amaya@beaconschool.ph)

                              lease check the Lost and Found bins to see if any of the items belong to your 
children. Lost and Found bins are located near the guards' station at the                  

  entrance of the school. 
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Guidance

 
Parents can help children learn social skills. 

By: Eileen Kennedy-Moore, PhD

Learning to get along with peers is difficult. Children’s social 
worlds are filled with different settings, constantly changing 
interactions, various individual personalities, shifting group 
dynamics, spoken and unspoken communication…  It’s a lot 
for kids to navigate! 

Recent research suggests that parents can play an important role in helping children learn social skills 
(e.g., Gregson et al., 2017; Mikami et al., 2010; Poulin, Nadeau, & Scaramella, 2012). Parents know their 
children intimately and can offer on-the-spot, personally relevant guidance to help children learn how to 
make and keep friends. 

Here are some ways to be an effective friendship coach for your child.  

Ø Talk about thoughts and feelings
Talking about thoughts and feelings helps children develop a “theory of mind,” which means the ability to 
recognize and predict mental states and use them to explain social behavior. When we talk about thoughts 
and feelings with our children, we help them become aware of the hidden subtext that runs through every 
social interaction. Children with better-developed theories of mind tend to behave in kinder ways and are 
more accepted by their peers (e.g., Caputti et al., 2012).

You can use real-life experiences, books, TV shows, or movies to help your children recognize their own 
reactions and imagine what someone else might be thinking or feeling. 

Start with just labeling feelings: “You’re feeling disappointed because…” “He’s excited about…” “She’s 
worried that…” 

As your child gets more adept at understanding feeling labels, encourage perspective taking by asking 
questions such as “How is she feeling?” or “Why is he sad?” 

Eventually, you can help your child infer connections between feelings and actions by asking questions 
such as “Why do you think she did that?” or “What would help him feel better?”

Ø Create opportunities for friendships to grow
Your child can’t find friends sitting home alone. Kids make friends by doing fun things together. You may 
want to help your child figure out what types of activities he or she would enjoy doing with peers. This 
could involve organized activities such as a club or sport or more informal hanging out at the playground 
after school or on the weekend. 

One-on-one play dates are a great way to deepen friendships. If your child can’t think of anyone to invite, 
the teacher may have some suggestions. Your child doesn’t have to be soulmates with kids before inviting 
them over. Just having enjoyed each other’s company is enough. The invitation is a compliment that says 
to the other child, “I like you enough to want to spend more time with you!” 

Another option to consider is having a family game night. Invite another family with similar-age children 
over after dinner to play a lively game. Apples to Apples, Uno Attack, Taboo, or Catch Phrase are 
examples of ones to consider. After the game, serve dessert, then the kids can go off together while the 
adults chat. A family game night requires minimal effort but it’s a great way to build connections, for you 
and your child.
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https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/parenting
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/friends
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/empathy
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Ø Avoid harsh criticism
Dealing with children who struggle socially can 
sometimes be frustrating. You may worry and wonder, 
“Why doesn’t she just listen to me?” or “How many times 
do I have to tell him?” You may be tempted to warn your 
child, “If you keep this up, no one will want to be around 
you!” Don’t say these comments. Harshness makes it 
harder for our kids to listen to what we say.

Our opinions matter deeply to our children, and we must 
be mindful that we can hurt them with careless words. 
Make sure your expectations are reasonable for this 
particular child, at this particular time. Be pleasable. 
I don’t think any of us ever outgrow our wish for our 
parents to be proud of us.

Assume that your child has good intentions and is 
dealing with problems the best way he or she can 
right now. Focus on progress rather than perfection. 
Concentrate on one skill at a time instead of trying to 
correct everything that your child does wrong. 

Set the stage for success by asking your child before entering a challenging situation, “So, what do you 
need to remember when you’re…?” Kids are good at tuning out lectures, but thinking of a goal ahead of 
time can help your child keep that goal top of mind. 

If you must correct your child in front of others, do so discreetly. A pre-arranged secret signal might be a 
useful reminder. 

Ø Stay in the background
It may be tempting to try to intervene to fix friendship problems for your child. However, it’s far more 
effective to help your child think through how to respond. A warm and noncontrolling approach makes it 
easiest for children to hear parental suggestions.

Don’t step in to solve a friendship problem that your child could solve. You can ask your child questions, 
make observations, suggest possible options, even practice difficult interactions with your child through 
role play, but let your child be in charge of deciding what to do and taking action. 

When you stay in the background, you show your faith in your child’s ability to work things out (with your 
support). 

Ø Enjoy your child’s company
As parents, we need to find that delicate balance between treasuring our children as they are and helping 
them grow in their own special way. Although parent friendship coaching can be very helpful for children, 
it’s also important to have times when we set aside the goal of trying to help our children improve and just 
have fun together.

Source: Kennedy-Moore, Eileen. “How To Be Your Child's Friendship Coach.” Psychology Today, Sussex Publishers, 
30 Sept. 2017, Accessed18 Oct. 2017, www.psychologytoday.com/blog/growing-friendships/201709/how-be-your-
child-s-friendship-coach.

Photo credit: “ingrid_fam-004 (link is external)” by Seth Lemmons / CC BY 2.0
                       Pinterest
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Michelle Dizon, Francis Buenaventura, Grace Cubacub, Aza Salva, 

IT staff, Cat Ledesma and Ms. Lia Favis  

 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/religion
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/coaching
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                      Chess at Beacon School
Chess at Beacon School is part of the Sports After-School Program and follows the 
Club approach. Any student at Beacon School can join for either a once or twice a week 
session each Term.

We have an inclusive approach to membership - anyone who would like to learn is given 
an opportunity to explore and discover their potential in the game. We have maintained 
our simple club saying "enjoy the game, learn the game and keep playing". We do not 
require our players anything about the game except to simply find the fun in it.

While enjoying the game, we are proud of how our Beacon School Chess team has 
won the last 8 championships for the 14 and Under Chess Tournament of Manila 
International School Athletic Association (MISAA) and our 11 and Under Team have won 

2 Championships in the last two years.

The chess club also offers Beacon students the opportunity to interact with students from GABES. We 
have hosted several friendly matches with the chess team of the school.

If you would like to learn more, you can visit us at the MYP Annex every Tuesday and Thursday, from 2:15 
to 3:00 and 3:15 to 4:30. 

There will always be someone to welcome you with a smile and a lot of chess games. A word of advice: 
Our Chess Club is probably the noisiest chess club in the whole wide world! See you there!

 at GABES-A Reflection
The story telling activity in GABES went well, but there 
were times when we had difficulty in communicating 
with the kindergarteners. We were surprised that the 
kids were actually able to understand and enjoy our 
storytelling session. We asked the kids questions about 
the characters, setting, and what was the story about, 
which they answered correctly.

It was good that we took turns reading, and our two 
post-reading activities were a hit! We liked interacting 
with the little kids but honestly we were a little nervous 
at the start of the activity. What we could do better next 
time is to smoothen the flow of our program and practice more so that we can have less stutters.

All in all, it was a great first experience.      - Julian, Edward, and Nancy (G7 students)

                                             
BA Boys Basketball Team 

Wins ISSA 2nd Division 2017-18
Congratulations to the Beacon Academy’s Boys 
Basketball Team on winning the Inter-Scholastic 
Sports Association (ISSA) 2nd Division Basketball 
Tournament for Academic Year 2017-2018. The 
Beacon Academy team beat other notable teams from 
OB Montessori, Everest Academy, and British School 
Manila to take home the trophy. Congratulations, 
Griffins. The Beacon community is proud of your hard 
work and accomplishments! 

Sandro F. (G8CL), a key player of 
the Beacon Chess Club, holds the 
championship trophy won by his 

team during the MISAA 
tournament held at CISM. 
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