
Friday, 6 April 2018

Mon, 9 Apr Day of Valor, National Holiday, No Classes
Fri, 13 Apr Night of the Notables, 5:30 pm, Auditorium
Sat, 14 Apr G7 Recollection
Thu,19 Apr BPA Bake Sale, 8:00 am, PYP Corridor
 G8 Community Proj. Presentation, 1:30 pm
Fri, 20 Apr Kinder Show, Auditorium

Sat, 21 Apr G7 Confirmation
23-27 Apr MYP STEAM Week
Mon, 23 Apr G1 Art and Artists
 Silent Auction at Silverlens
Sat, 28 Apr G3 First Communion,10:00 am
Tue, 1 May Holiday, No Classes 
Wed, 2 May Early Student Release & Teachers PD

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Dear Parents,

Many of you are aware that March 21 - 23, a Visiting Team representing the International Baccalaureate spent three 
days at Beacon for the final stage of a comprehensive evaluation of our Primary Years Programme. The IB will send us 
their formal report of findings sometime this June.  Yet, from our conversations during the visit and exit interview on the 
final day, I am delighted to report that in general, we have been evaluated well! 
 
Of most significance, Emma Homerlein shared that she has yet to encounter students who more authentically and 
powerfully live and articulate the very essence of the PYP mission.  She said if she had no other evidence of the quality 
of our program, she would endorse our school to the IB based on their testimony of the PYP at Beacon alone!  

Another important highlight was the Visiting Team's experience that all the members of our school community share a 
common vision, mission, and collective understanding of school goals with a focus on student learning.
Teachers, parent representatives, Leadership Team, and Board of Trustees all articulated clear and coordinated efforts 
on behalf of students.  The team experienced our school culture as one built on a foundation of respect with a focus on 
continuous learning and development.   

The exit interview provided a glimpse of what may be commendations for strengths in our practices as well as 
recommendations for further growth.  Since the visit, we have already begun to plan to address the growth areas 
beginning with our In Service for SY 2018-19 this July. 

Each evaluation takes place after a five year period.  The self-assessment process in advance of the visit took place 
over an 18 month period followed by a formal report to the IB and the preparation of a significant amount of supporting 
documentation.  Our entire team of PYP teachers, led by Ms. DJ Leonardia, PYP Coordinator together with K - 8 
Learning Coordinator, Ms. Je Vicente, with assistance from Ms. Nina del Carmen have worked diligently over the past 
five years to deliver the PYP according to IB Standards and Practices.  Those efforts are reflected in the report, in the 
observations of the Visiting Team members, and most especially, in the way that our students are living the Beacon PYP 
mission. 

You may remember that last March, our MYP was evaluated, with strong results reported to us in June.    

We are happy now to turn our focus to the many year end culminating activities that celebrate the tremendous growth in 
our students this year.  We look forward to seeing you at these events.  And we thank you for your continuing support! 

          Best wishes,         
         Mary Chua, Dean of School

http://beaconschool.ph
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You are invited come to Silverlens Gallery to view the work 
of our student artists and participate in a silent auction of 
their work. The event will be held after school on Monday, 
23 April 2018. 

BPA will be sending parents more details about the event 
and guidelines for the auction in the coming weeks. 

The Grade 2 students planned for a celebration and they were able to identify 
the roles and responsibilities they should have and followed a system in order 
to achieve their purpose.  The students learned to understand the concept of 
teamwork in a community to function well.
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Through the Middle Years Programme (MYP) projects, students experience the 
responsibility of completing a significant piece of work over an extended period of time.

MYP projects encourage students to reflect on their learning and the outcomes of their 
work – key skills that prepare them for success in further study, the workplace and the 
community.

Students who complete the MYP in Year 3 or Year 4 complete the community project.
 
The community project provides an important opportunity for students ages 13-14 to 
collaborate and pursue service learning. 

What is involved in the Community Project? 

The IB Projects Guide, pg. 17 provides the following outline of the stages of the Community Project process:  

1. Investigation involves taking an inventory of student interests, skills and talents to be used in 
considering opportunities.  This analysis requires gathering information about the identified need 
through action research that includes use of varied approaches: media, interviews of experts, survey 
of varied populations, and direct observation/personal experiences.

2. Preparation involves the student planning the service experience with clarification of roles, 
responsibilities, actions to be taken, resources required and timelines, while acquiring any skills 
needed to successfully carry the plan to completion. 

3. Action involves implementing the plan. Students may work individually, with student partners, in 
student groups or with others. 

4. Reflection involves students describing what happened, expressing feelings, generating ideas and 
asking questions. Reflection occurs intermittently and 
in summation to gauge understanding and synthesis, 
to assist with revising and rethinking plans, and to 
internalize the experience. 

5. Demonstration involves metacognition, with students 
making explicit what and how they learned and what 
they have accomplished, capturing the totality of the 
experience. Integration of technology is encouraged. 

As the Exhibition in the PYP serves as a culminating project 
to integrated skills, knowledge, and understanding, the 
Community Project provides an opportunity for students to 
select a project of their choice that will also demonstrate 
Approaches to Learning Skills as they research an area of 
interest to them, and take action in service of society. The 
objectives of the project, the integration of skills, and the 
process are presented in the following model: 

We look forward to learning more as the Grade 8 students 
present their Community Projects on April 19, 2018.

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/
curriculum/myp-projects/

The Beacon Inquirer, Friday, 6 April 2018                          page 3



The Beacon Inquirer, Friday, 6 April 2018                         page 4The Beacon Inquirer, Friday, 6 April 2018                   page 4

Guidance

When should you apologize to your child, and what should you say?  
by Laura Markham, PhD

“The nine most important words in any relationship: I love you. I hear 
you. Please forgive me.” 

Most parents find themselves insisting that their child apologize to a sibling, friend, 
or adult on a regular basis. And yet it can feel awkward to apologize to our children, 
and many of us avoid it.

We sometimes justify this by saying that an apology will lessen the child’s respect 
for us. But just the opposite is true. Don’t you have more respect for others when 
they own up to their mistakes and try to make things better? Apologizing for your 
own off-track behavior doesn’t mean you don’t correct your child when necessary. 
He’ll still know who’s boss.

I think the sad truth is that most of us feel uncomfortable apologizing. Not just because we have to admit 
we made a mistake, but because it brings up feelings of shame for us, since we remember being forced to 
apologize as children.

But what does a child learn when a parent avoids apologies?

Ø Apologizing means you’ve done something bad, or you are bad. There’s a feeling of shame attached.

Ø It’s okay to damage a relationship and not acknowledge it, or try to repair it.

Ø When you apologize, you lose status. 

Ø My parents always make me say “Sorry” to my siblings, but I won’t do it unless I’m forced to. 

Wouldn’t it be better to teach these lessons, which your child learns when you model apologies?

Ø We all sometimes make mistakes and we can try to make things better. 

Ø We all sometimes hurt others. It’s important to acknowledge when we do that and make amends. 

Ø When you apologize, the other person feels better about you. 

Ø I like to wait until I’m ready, but after that I don’t mind apologizing, because we all end up feeling better.

So when should you apologize to your child, and what should you say? 

1. Apologize easily and often, including for small “Oops” moments that are not a big deal, but just part of 
life. “Oops! Sorry I interrupted you.” Any time you act in a way that you wouldn’t want your child to act is a 
time when you need to consider apologizing. Obviously, don’t apologize for setting appropriate limits. But 
it’s our job to manage our own emotions, no matter what our child does. 

2. If your child thinks it’s a big deal, acknowledge that, even if you don’t think it is. “I told you I would 
get you a new notebook when I went to the store, and then I completely forgot. I’m so sorry. I know you 
were counting on me to come home with the notebook.”

Source: iStock/Used with permission

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/relationships
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/parenting
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/family-dynamics
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/embarrassment
https://www.psychologytoday.com/therapy-types/acceptance-and-commitment-therapy
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3. Describe what happened. “We were all so upset, right? You were yelling. 
Then I started yelling. And you started crying. I’m sorry if I scared you. I was 
very upset, but it’s my job to manage my own emotions. Yelling is no way to 
work something out with someone you love.”

4. Resist the urge to blame. Many of us start to apologize and then veer into 
excusing ourselves because the child was in the wrong. Sure, I yelled - but 
you deserved it! We all know, though, that two wrongs don’t make a right. 
Besides, we’re the adult. It's our job to be the role model.

5. It’s okay to explain, but don’t ruin a good apology by making excuses 
for your behavior. “I had such a hard day, and I couldn’t deal with one more 
thing going wrong. So I yelled at you. But that’s no excuse. No one deserves 
to be yelled at, ever.”

6. Model accountability by taking responsibility for whatever you can in a 
given situation. "I'm so sorry I wasn't here to help you two work this out." You’re not blaming yourself. You 
are sorry you weren’t there. And your taking even a small share of the responsibility will help them step up 
and apologize themselves. 

7. Give yourself a do-over if appropriate. "Sorry, Sweetie, I didn't mean to snap at you. Let me try that 
again. Here's what I meant to say..."

8. Make a plan for repair. "Tell you what. We'll stop by the store on the way to school in the morning to get 
your notebook." This is an essential part of any apology: “What can I do to make this right?”

9. Make a plan for next time. Your child will learn a lot if you ask her what you could do differently next 
time and discuss it without getting defensive. Then, make a commitment. "Next time I will Stop, Drop and 
Breathe to calm down." Then just do it. If someone you loved hurt you repeatedly and apologized every 
time, you’d stop believing the apologies sooner or later. They’re only meaningful if you know the person will 
really try to avoid repeating the behavior. 

10. Ask the child if they›re ready to reconcile. This can be as simple as "I hope you'll forgive me." It 
helps the child make the emotional leap to let go of resentment and reconnect emotionally. Don’t force 
this; children should not feel pressured to “forgive” before they feel ready. Some parents resist this step 
because they feel they’re handing their power to the child, who might withhold forgiveness. But if the child 
isn’t ready to forgive, you want to know that, so you can help them resolve whatever upset they’re still 
holding onto from the interaction. 

Notice there’s no shame, no blame. Instead, focus on making things better with your child. It takes courage 
to admit you were wrong, and to ask for forgiveness. But it makes you a better parent, and it raises healthier 
children, who value relationships and can take responsibility. Isn’t it time we dropped the legacy of shame that 
gets attached to apologies?

Source: Markham, Laura. “How (and When) to Apologize to Your Child.” Psychology Today, Sussex Publishers, 8 
June 2017, www.psychologytoday.com/blog/peaceful-parents-happy-kids/201706/how-and-when-apologize-your-child. 
Retrieved 18 October 2018
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Miguel A. (G8 CL), Michelle Dizon, MC Carpio, Trixie Madamba,                       
Jodie Montelibano, Michelle Arkoncel, Rizza Angeles, IT staff,                                

Cat Ledesma and Mrs. Abi Cheung.  

 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/forgiveness
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Beacon School MYP Students Nab Top Accolades in WSC in Cebu
It is the first time this year that Beacon School middle school students participated in The World Scholar's Cup, 
an international academic program in which students from all over the world have been participating in since 
2006. Our first ever delegation, consisting of nine 6th graders,  twelve 7th graders and three 8th graders, were 
accompanied by four teachers to participate in the Cebu Regional Round held at Singapore School Cebu, 
last March 12-14, 2018. Because of the synergistic and rigorous nature of competitions like the debate and 
collaborative writing events, our students displayed grit, confidence and cooperation to nab top accolades 
like Best Debate Team, Best Collaborative Writing Team, Best Team Overall, Best Scholar's Bowl Team, Best 
Scholar's Challenge Team. Sam and Sara S. were also awarded Individual awards: Best in all Subject Areas and 
Best Scholar of the Junior Competition respectively. 

Team Awards:
Scholar's Bowl Top 1: Chiara M., Athena V., Hannah V.

Debate Top 1: Tobey H., Teuila V., Mitteo P. 
Scholar's Challenge Top 1: Ariana B., Andrea L., Mischka T. 
Collaborative Writing Top 1: Sam S., Matthew S., Tanisha C.

Beacon Academy Students Win At World Scholar’s Cup Singapore 2018
Congratulations to the Beacon Academy’s delegates to the World Scholar’s Cup in Singapore last March 
17-18 for doing their best and nabbing top prizes in most categories! All Beacon Academy teams qualified for 
the Global Rounds later this year! BA’s delegates were Maxine Altura, Kyle Banaynal, Kathleen Buizon, Zac 
Merida, Miranda Go, Lara Reyes, Iela Santiago. A special mention is in order forZac Merida who was hand-
picked by WSC to take part in the debate showcase and Iela Santiago who placed 4th as overall champion
scholar making her the highest scoring scholar from the Philippines!



The Beacon Inquirer, Friday, 6 April 2018                         page 7The Beacon Inquirer, Friday, 6 April 2018                           page 7

Friday, 13 April, 5:30-7:30 pm, Beacon Auditorium 

Girl Scout 
Information 

Session
Parents interested 
in learning more 
about joining a 
Girl Scout troop 
are invited to an 

information session 
on Friday, 

20 April 2018 at 
7:45-9:00 am 
in the MPR. 

Open to girls K to 
Grade 8. Program 

will start in 
SY 2018-2019. 

If you plan to attend 
please RSVP to 

Mrs. Abi Cheung at 
abigailsiy@yahoo.

com.


