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Sat, 19 Oct MISAA (chess, basketball & football) Opening
Mon, 28 Oct G2 Travel Expo, Classrooms
Tue, 29 Oct G5 Puberty Fair
Wed, 30 Oct Term 1 Ends
31 Oct-3 Nov Term Break, No Classes
Mon, 4 Nov Term 2 Begins, Classes Resume

Wed, 6 Nov Early Student Release: Kinder-G2=12:00 noon,   
       G3-8=12:30 pm
 Teachers Professiona Development, Afternoon
Wed, 13 Nov Release of Report Cards to Parents
Fri, 15 Nov PYP: Parent-Teacher Conferences
 MYP: Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences 
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Dear Beacon School Community, 

In advance of reporting student progress, as we approach the end of term, it is an opportunity 
to review the way we assess student learning at Beacon School.  The information that follows, 
is an excerpt from our Assessment Philosophy and Policy and can help to prepare for your 
understanding of how teachers have facilitated opportunities for students to grow in skill and 
understanding, with student achievement reported to you by Wednesday, 13 November and 
conferences that will follow on Friday, 15 November 2019.    

One of the core responsibilities of an educator is to evaluate what a student has learned.  At 
Beacon, this evaluation is a process that includes: 

  Planning – how we plan to incorporate assessment into our long range curriculum 
overview plans, unit plans and daily teaching

 Assessing – how we discover what children have learned
  Recording – how we record this evidence of learning
  Evaluation – how we judge the evidence of learning based on assessment data
  Reporting – how we communicate assessment and evaluation information to students 

and parents.

Assessment acts as a foundation on which to base our future planning and practice. It is 
central to our goal of guiding the child through the learning process.
 
The main purposes of assessment are to promote student learning and to provide information 
about student learning.

1. Student learning is promoted through:

   assessing the student’s prior knowledge and experience brought to the topic or task;
   planning the teaching and learning in order to meet individual or group needs;
   building  a  profile  of  student  understanding  by  providing  evidence concerning  

the strengths and weaknesses of the individual student;
   engaging  students  in  their  reflection  on  their  learning  and  in  the assessment 

of their work and the work of others;
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   providing positive motivation and reinforcement for students who strive to reach 
their personal best;

   providing future targets and realistic goals as well as to amend teaching methods;
   providing reports for parents and students outlining progress and performance in 

relation to learning outcomes.

2. Information about student learning is obtained from:

   examples of student work or performance or action
   statistics based on explicit benchmarks and/or rubrics
   external assessment results
   formative and summative assessments to show the process as well as the product. 

Student assessments also become the means by which to evaluate and improve our overall 
written curriculum and the strategies used to deliver it.   

At Beacon, learning is conceptual.  Many summative assessments are authentic and challenge 
the students to draw on a range of transdisciplinary skills to demonstrate their understanding, 
with the community at times as audience or participant.  Research has shown that these types 
of learning engagements help students better retain what they have learned.  Consequently, 
they are better able to make connections between what they have already learned to what 
they will learn in the future.  For this reason, we refer to the year, and to their time at Beacon, 
as a learning journey.  Student comprehension transcends discrete subjects or a term or 
an assessment.  Students are building skills, making sense of the world and of themselves 
and others, and relating new knowledge to prior understanding, continuously expanding or 
reframing it.  With a commitment to growth mindset, even a setback can become a valuable 
part of their overall journey, as long as we view it that way.  

Students will be ready for the term break ahead when it comes on 31 October!  Until then, we 
are making the most of the remaining days of Term 1 and we thank you for your support of our 
programs! 

Best wishes, 

Mary Chua
Dean of School
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To build on our unit on Relationships, the Preschool children prepared a very special Appreciation 
Picnic for their caregivers and drivers.  This activity aimed to highlight the integral role that they 
play in their lives, and at the same time express their gratitude through a simple celebration. The 
children were involved in the planning, organizing, and preparation for the said occasion. There 
were smiles and laughter all throughout the day of the event, and the children truly displayed 
pride in what they have done for them. Mission accomplished! 

Top: Stella proundly shows 
her black belt certifications 

of promotion from Philippine 
Taekwondo Association. 
With her are her coaches 

(L-R): Eman Talingting and          
Fidel Cunanan

Right: Joining her are the 
members of the Beacon 

Taekwondo Team.

Grade 7 LB Stella R. – Black Belt – 
Taekwondo

Stella joined the Beacon School Taekwondo after-school group in the 
school year of 2014-15.  After almost five years of being a part of this 
club, she became the first black belter of Beacon School.  She earned 
her belt last June 2, 2019 after going through several types of tests and 
promotional requirements.  She had to go through several challenges in 
order for her to gain her rank in this prestigious martial art.  The things 
that she had to do include performing random forms, standard forms, 
self-defense, hundreds of different kicks and breaking a 1-inch wood 
board.  Her achievements in sport has also helped her acquire important 
values which include self-confidence, modesty and perseverance.

Congratulations, Stella – Taekwondo 1st Poom Black Belt!!!
You made Beacon School and our community proud!
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 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 
Michelle Dizon, Snow Lopez, Darlene Lopez, Coach Ricky Sales, 
Coach Fidel Cunanan, IT staff and Mrs. Emmylou Vy Ruperto

Digital Citizenship:

 

Help keep your kids’ online experiences positive and productive 
by learning the truth 

(and ignoring the rumors) about what really makes them safe.
By Caroline Knorr

If you believe everything you hear about kids online, you might think pedophiles and cyberbullies are 
around every cyber-corner. Yes, there is bad stuff out there. But the truth is, there’s a lot of good, and some 
experts are arguing against a “techno-panic mindset” that worries parents unnecessarily. The bottom line 
is that we can’t keep our kids safe if we don’t know the facts. Here are the five most popular myths about 
Internet safety -- and the truths that can set your worries free.

Myth: Social media turns kids into cyberbullies. 
Truth: There are many reasons why a kid might cyberbully, and social media is just a convenient 
way to do the dirty work. 
The reality is that kids who engage in this behavior typically have something else going on that compels 
them to act out. They might be in crisis -- at home, at school, or otherwise socially. They may also be 
bullying in person, or they may have an underdeveloped sense of empathy. Awareness of a cyberbully’s 
circumstances -- though not excusing the behavior -- can help parents and educators recognize the 
warning signs and potentially intervene before it goes too far.

Myth: Teaching kids not to talk to strangers is the best way to keep them safe online. 
Truth: Teaching kids to recognize predatory behavior will help them avoid unwelcome advances. 
In today’s world, where kids as young as 8 are interacting with people online, they need to know the 
boundary between appropriate and inappropriate conversation. Kids are often pressured by their own 
friends to talk about sex, so they need to know it’s OK to tell peers to back off. Go beyond “stranger danger” 
and teach them what kind of questions are not OK (for example, not OK: “Are you a boy or a girl?”; “Where 
do you live?”; “What are you wearing?”; “Do you want to have a private conversation?”). Also, teach kids to 
not go looking for thrills online. Risky online relationships more frequently evolve in chat rooms when teens 
willingly seek out or engage in sexual conversation.

Myth: Social media alienates kids. 
Truth: Most kids say social media strengthens their relationships.  
Most kids want to have fun, hang out, and socialize normally online -- and in fact, according to our 
research, that’s what the majority is doing. Check out these comforting stats:

 Most teens say social media has a positive effect on them.
 Social media is an important avenue of creative expression.
 The quality of kids’ online relationships has a big impact on their well-being.

And how about the kids who’ve fought cyberbullying and used the Internet for a social cause like Greta 
Thunberg? More and more, kids are harnessing the power of the online world -- and busting up a few myths 
along the way.

Myth: It’s dangerous to post pictures of your kids online. 
Truth: If you use privacy settings, limit your audience, and don’t ID your kids, it can be done fairly 
safely. 
Although it’s true that posting anything online invites some risks, there are ways to limit them if you’re smart 
about how you do it.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/caroline-knorr/bio
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV315.pdf
http://cyberbullying.org/cyberbullying-research-2013-update/
http://cyberbullying.org/cyberbullying-research-2013-update/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jcpp.12152/full
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media/what-is-a-virtual-world-and-is-it-ok-for-my-young-kid
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/01/160107104809.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/01/160107104809.htm
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/ISTTF_Final_Report-Executive_Summary.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/ISTTF_Final_Report-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/2018-social-media-social-life-executive-summary-web.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/2018-social-media-social-life-executive-summary-web.pdf
http://www.greatschools.org/parenting/bullying/7265-best-viral-antibullying-videos.gs
https://twitter.com/GretaThunberg?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/GretaThunberg?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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 Use privacy settings. Make sure your privacy settings are set so only the closest people in your 
network can view your posts.
 Limit your audience. Only share posts with close family and friends. Or use photo-sharing sites such 

as Google Photos that require a log-in to see pics.
 Don’t rush your kids into social media. Obey the rules about keeping kids under 13 off social media. 

Once your kids have an online profile, they can be tagged in photos, which magnifies their online 
presence. If you’re going to upload photos of them, don’t identify them and don’t tag them -- that way 
the photo can’t be traced back to them.

Myth: Parental controls are the best way to monitor my kids’ online activities. 
Truth: Focusing on only one Internet safety method lulls you into a false sense of security. 
To keep your kids safe online -- and to raise them to be responsible, respectful digital citizens -- it takes 
more than installing parental controls. For starters, parental controls can be defeated by determined kids. 
They also often catch too much in their filters, rendering any Internet search useless, and they set up a 
"parent vs. kid" dynamic that could backfire.

By all means, use parental controls to help prevent exposure to age-inappropriate material and to manage 
time limits. But don’t think they get you off the hook. Continue to discuss responsible, respectful online 
behavior, set rules and consequences for misbehavior, and train your kid to manage his or her own usage. 

Source: Knorr, Caroline. “5 Myths and Truths About Kids’ Internet Safety.” Common Sense Media: Ratings, 
Reviews, and Advice, Common Sense Media, 1 Sept. 2019, Accessed 14 October 2019 https://www.
commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-myths-and-truths-about-kids-internet-safety

Guidance: 
 

Posted by Linda Stade

Children’s friendship problems can be overwhelming for them. Here’s 
how we can respond in a helpful manner. 

Your daughter comes home from school and her heart is broken. Her 
best friends have told her they don’t want her to come to the sleepover 
they have planned for the weekend.  Or your son sees on Snapchat that 
all his mates are at the skate park without him. To your child, time has stopped and the colour has seeped 
out of the world. They feel physically sick.

For an adolescent, friendships are incredibly important, often akin to love affairs. In them, they find identity 
and a place in their newly-emerging, social network. Often they share their deepest secrets and their 
greatest joys. Every emotion is magnified. Naturally, when something goes wrong it can feel devastating.
So what do you do and say when your child comes to you broken hearted and feeling as though their world 
is crumbling?

1. Listen without judging or fixing
The first thing you need to do is remove yourself from any distractions, sit with your child and give them 
your complete attention. Don’t interrupt, or cluck or cry or give agitated body language. Just listen quietly 
until they have told you the whole story, from beginning to end. Listen without judgment and without trying 
to fix it.
Comfort your child and validate their feelings, “You were the only one not invited, no wonder you’re upset”. 
There is nothing wrong with crying so don’t feel as though you have to toughen them up. Crying is an 
effective and healthy way of regulating emotions.

Make sure you have a complete understanding of their perception of what happened. Remember that it is 
perception. When we recount events we always filter the story with our own emphasis.  I’m not saying your 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/common-sense-media-census-measures-plugged-in-parents
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-myths-and-truths-about-kids-internet-safety%20
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-myths-and-truths-about-kids-internet-safety%20
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child is lying but there is what happens and what we make it mean.  There 
is their side of the story and the other sides.

2. Empower instead of catastrophising
How you respond at this point is important. If you react strongly you make 
the incident into a catastrophe. You may feel like wringing someone’s 
neck, but you can’t say that. Don’t vilify the other party, they are likely to 
end up friends again, plus….don’t vilify people, your child is learning from 
you.

You may want to wrap your child in your arms and sob, you can’t do that 
either. When you overreact you create fear in your child. They start to 
question their self-worth and your faith in them.

Your child will be looking very carefully for your reaction, so show them that you believe in them. Send the 
message that you think they can handle this. Bad things have happened before and 100% of the time they 
have survived. Let them know how loved they are and that fact will never change.

3. Distract from friendship problems
Now is the time to distract, not with light, colour and action, but with the comfortable and familiar routines of 
home. Don’t let them dwell. Home is a sanctuary, let it be that way. Kids draw energy and power from the 
familiar and from safety. They need you to act normally. Don’t pretend that nothing has happened, but stay 
on track.

Don’t loosen boundaries to compensate for what is happening at school. For example, don’t encourage 
your child to sleep with you or avoid sporting commitments. Normality is important. If everything is good and 
normal at home, the rest of the world can be conquered.

4. Press pause
The temptation now is to call the parents of the other children or rush down to the school. You feel distressed 
and you think that taking action will make that feeling go away. That’s normal and understandable, but 
don’t. Wait. Stop and sleep on it. You’re right, it may help you escape your negative feelings, but it won’t 
necessarily help your child.

When you rush out and try to solve the problem for your child two things definitely happen:

1. You disempower your child. They already feel their social power has been taken. You can’t now take 
away their individual power.

2. You take away their opportunity to grow. Hurts like this one will happen countless times in their life, help 
them to be prepared. Kids who are supported in resolving their own conflicts develop a sense of their 
own competence in this area. They believe they are capable.

Sometimes making those calls or going up to school will make things worse. So just take a breath.

5. Problem solve together when everyone is calm
When your child is calm and has had plenty of time to move out of their big emotions, then it’s time to talk. As 
tempting as it will be to tell your child how to handle the situation, try not to. If you want them to grow into an 
adult who can make good decisions and act instead of purely reacting, you have to allow them to practise. 
So guide, but don’t take over. Obviously, the younger the child, the more guiding you will have to do. Be 
aware, there is no instant fix, but you can help your child navigate the drama.

First and foremost, your child needs to decide whether they want to fix the friendship or not. Unhealthy, 
unhappy friendships shouldn’t be maintained. Maybe new friends are the answer.  

WHAT IF IT DOESN’T BLOW OVER?
Friendship at this age is intense and sometimes fiery, but conflict tends to be short-lived. In most cases, 
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Please take note of the new phone numbers of different offices effective October 6, 2019:

(02) 8840-5040 - Trunk line number
(02) 7729-2897 - Finance

(02) 7729-2895 - Reception

This change is in compliance with the order of the National Telecommunications Commission that all telephone numbers in 
the Greater Metro Manila Area with a 02 area code will move to an 8-digit format. PLDT numbers will be adding "8" at the 
beginning of the existing landline numbers. Globe will be adding "7" to existing landline numbers. Thank you.

these upsetting incidents will be resolved fairly quickly by themselves. That said, if the incident is not short-
lived, or constitutes bullying, then you do need to work in partnership with the school.

Finally…
Talking to your kids about friendship is really important, not just when things are going badly. Teach kids to 
recognise what makes a good friend. When things are going well ask them what they like about their friends 
and what they like about themselves when they are around those people.

Expose them to a large variety of potential friends in lots of different contexts. And encourage them to have 
a lot of different friends for all the different aspects of their lives. Adolescents change a lot and so do their 
friends. Emotional literacy in this hugely impacting sphere of their lives is essential.

Accessed: March 26, 2019
https://lindastade.com/hello-world/

Source: Stade, Linda. “How To Respond To Your Child's Friendship Problems.” Linda Stade Education, 12 
June 2018, Accessed 26 March 2019 lindastade.com/hello-world/.

Girls Uniform: Acceptable Styles for Chino Pants
Beacon School introduces an official adjustment to the uniform to allow girls to wear, as an alternative to the 
skort, navy blue chino pants on non-PE days. In addition to navy blue chino pants as an alternative, navy 
blue leggings may be worn underneath the skort. 
 
Please see below images of the style of pants that satisfy as an alternative to the skort.

The uniform for shirts remains the same. To completely cover the arms, students may wear a thin white 
undershirt beneath their uniform shirt; wear sweaters or hoodies over it; or add detachable sleeves to wear 
when outdoors, for play, recess, PE, or sports after school.  

https://lindastade.com/childrens-friendship-problems/

