
The Beacon School
A Filipino Community IB World School

Friday, 18 August 2017

Mon, 21 Aug Ninoy Aquino Day: Natl. Holiday, No Classes
Thu, 24 Aug Curriculum Night, 5:00 pm, Auditorium 
Fri, 25 Aug Student Leadership Training, 8 am, Auditorium
Mon, 28 Aug National Heroes Day: National Holiday, 
 No Classes

Tue, 29 Aug Whole School Assembly,7:30 am, Auditorium
Wed, 6 Sep Early Student Release, K-G2=12:00 nn,           
 G3-8=12:30 pm
 Teacher Professional Development
4-8 Sep Yearbook Photo Shoot, MPR

Please see Updated Calendar SY 2017-18 on page 8.

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

The Beacon Inquirer
Dear Beacon School Parents,

Students have embarked on this school year's 
journey with spirit and purpose!  They began the year with 
participating in team building activities, establishing routines, 
and learning to learn exercises.  They are currently well 
underway with their current units of inquiry. 

To learn more about the year ahead, please join us for 
this year's Curriculum Night on Thursday, August 24th.  It 
is an opportunity for you to meet your child/ren's teachers, 
understand their teaching strategies and expectations of 
students as well as learn about highlights of major culminating 
events in the year ahead.  The evening begins in the 
Auditorium at 5:00 pm.  Following a short presentation, in 
MYP, parents will follow their child/ren's schedule.  In PYP, 
parents may begin with their child/ren's homeroom teacher, 
and then visit special subject teachers.  Individual parent 
teacher conferences take place after Term 1, with students joining the MYP conference.  At this time, if you 
would like to meet your child's teacher with questions or concerns specific to your child, scheduling a separate 
time after Curriculum Night is recommended.  

This week, our after school activities program began with students participating enthusiastically in our After 
School, Music and Sports activities.  Coach Pat Villanueva, Ms. Gaille Ramos, and Coach Ricky Sales organize 
a range of opportunities through which your children can learn new skills, develop and deepen friendships with 
classmates, and seek balance to academic learning.    

Whether to support our after school sports program, our Physical Education classes, or recreation during 
recess and play periods, there is great anticipation for and excitement about the opening of our new Multi 
Purpose Gym to add to our current Covered Court!   Students and parents have been able to witness its 
development from SLEX as well as from the perspective of our Art Room.  It is nearly finished and we are all 
keen for it to open for an up close view and most importantly for student use!   As with many good things in life, 
this project's final stages and details take time and care to complete well.   Still, with that attention and care, we 
also push for an opening before the end of Term 1!  We will make announcements to invite you to the launch 
once a date is confirmed.  

In addition to staying informed about and supporting your child's school life, you are also serving as room 
parents, resource speakers, and giving generously of your time to enrich our school community.  Today's Bake 
Sale is supported by a large team of parents who contribute and serve a wide array of food items to our students 
who so look forward to choosing among the fabulously prepared and presented treats!  For all of the ways in 
which you support your children and our school community, we are grateful!  

We look forward to the coming months of discovery and learning with your children.  Throughout the journey 
of School Year 2017-18, we welcome any questions you may have about our school and its programs.   We 
hope to see you next Thursday for Curriculum Night! 

                 All the best, 
        Mary Chua, Dean of School

http://beaconschool.ph
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From the Admissions Office:

Reminder for Sibling Applicants 
SY 2018 - 2019 

If you plan on applying for a sibling of a current Beacon School student, 
please reach out to the Admissions Office. 

Here are the steps to take:

1. Email admissions@beaconschool.ph to let Ms. Emma Entao know that 
you will be applying and request for the Admissions forms (also available 
on the Beacon website).

2. Submit completed application forms to the Admissions Office.  
Applications are processed on a first come, first served basis 
(applications are dated from the time complete documentation has 
been received). 

The Admissions Office will contact you in late 2017, early 2018 to schedule 
a sit in for your child. Thank you!

Beacon Library is now online!!
You may access our library collection through this 
link: library.beaconschool.ph

By visiting our site, you can search available library 
materials, save reading lists and check your library 
account anywhere. Students account information will 
be sent to parents' email addresses next week.

1st Bake Sale 

mailto:admissions%40beaconschool.ph?subject=
http://www3.beaconschool.ph
http://library.beaconschool.ph
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Typhoon Alerts and Guidelines
Beacon is obligated to follow DepEd or City of Taguig directives on school closure once PAGASA 
issues storm warnings and signals when a storm of typhoon strength is approaching.  The following 
procedures apply:
     

Should Storm Signal No. 2 or higher be declared, Beacon will automatically be 
closed and classes cancelled, and a text notice will confirm.

In the instances of other storm levels, heavy rains, and subsequent flooding, when 
DepEd and / or the City of Taguig declare schools closed, Beacon School has been 
authorised to exercise our judgement about whether to suspend classes.

Should Storm Signal No. 1 be declared, and DepEd or the City of Taguig declares  
schools closed, you will receive a text message whether or not classes will be 
suspended.

Should there be No Storm Signal but DepEd or the City of Taguig has cancelled 
classes,   you will receive a notice if classes will be suspended.

 
Storm signals and school closure announcements are normally made by PAGASA, DepEd, and/or 
local authorities by 10:00 pm the day before school closure, or 5:30 am on the day of school closure.  
Once announcements are made, the school will, to the best of our ability, send a text blast to parents 
to confirm.  In the event of Storm Signal 1 or subsequent flooding from heavy rains, the assessment 
of the safety of holding classes begins as early as 4:00 am and can take up to 1.5 - 2 hours.  We 
endeavour to advise community members no later than 6:15 am through text blast.  
 
In exercising judgement about whether to hold classes if schools have been declared closed, we 
monitor the following:
 

1.  The safety of campus.
 
2.  The access from major roads to campus, as reported on websites and news outlets, and as 

immediately observable re roads closest to campus.

 3.  The access of teachers and staff to commute to and from school. 
 
If these conditions develop during the school day and school closure is required, a text blast will 
be sent to parents immediately.  Therefore, it is essential that the school has your current contact 
information.  It is best to prepare for the possibility of school closure whenever Storm Signal No. 1 is 
declared, as conditions can deteriorate quickly.
 
In the event of school closure during the school day, students will be held in a safe and secure area 
until they are picked up by parents or authorized fetchers.

Ý
Ø

Ü

Thank you! Aza Salva, Michelle Dizon, Brent Orpilla and ICE Co. 
 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 
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Guidance

Talking About Failure: What Parents 
Can Do to Motivate Kids in School

By Tara Haelle 

Is failure a positive opportunity to learn and 
grow, or is it a negative experience that hinders 
success? How parents answer that question 
has a big influence on how much children think 
they can improve their intelligence through hard 
work, a study says.

“Parents are a really critical force in child development when you think about how motivation 
and mindsets develop,” says Kyla Haimovitz, a professor of psychology at Stanford University. 
She coauthored the study, published in Psychological Science with colleague Carol Dweck, who 
pioneered research on mindsets. “Parents have this powerful effect really early on and throughout 
childhood to send messages about what is failure, how to respond to it.”

Although there’s been a lot of research on how these forces play out, relatively little looks at what 
parents can do to motivate their kids in school, Haimovitz says. This study begins filling that gap.
“There is a fair amount of evidence showing that when children view their abilities as more malleable 
and something they can change over time, then they deal with obstacles in a more constructive way,” 
says Gail Heyman, a professor of psychology at the University of California at San Diego who was 
not involved in this study.

But communicating that message to children is not simple.

“Parents need to represent this to their kids in the ways they react about their kids’ failures and 
setbacks,” Haimovitz says. “We need to really think about what’s visible to the other person, what 
message I’m sending in terms of my words and my deeds.”

In other words, if a child comes home with a D on a math test, how a parent responds will influence 
how the child perceives their own ability to learn math. Even a well-intentioned, comforting response 
of “It’s OK, you’re still a great writer” may send the message that it’s time to give up on math rather 
than learn from the problems they got wrong, Haimovitz explains.

She and Dweck conducted a series of smaller studies to explore how the interactions between 
parents’ failure and intelligence mindsets affected their children’s beliefs about intelligence.
First they interviewed 73 parents and their fourth- and fifth-grade children about their beliefs on failure 
and intelligence. The parents were mostly mothers with at least a college degree; they lived in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. The questions focused on whether they viewed intelligence as something 
that could change and whether they saw failure as positive, facilitating growth and enhancing 
productivity or as negative, debilitating and inhibiting learning.

The way children perceived “being smart” was not related to how their parents perceived intelligence, 
but it was related to how their parents reacted toward failure.

“Parents who had more of a failure-is-debilitating mindset had children who were significantly more 
likely to believe that intelligence is fixed,” they found, even after accounting for how parents perceived 
their children’s academic success.

“The more parents believed that failure is debilitating, the more likely their children were to see 
them as concerned with their performance outcomes and grades rather than their learning and 
improvement,” the study found.
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Then the researchers surveyed 160 different 
parents online to find out how they would 
respond to their child coming home with a failing 
quiz grade. Those who saw failure as negative 
were more likely to worry about their child’s 
abilities in that subject or to comfort their child 
about not being talented in all subjects. But 
parents who saw failure as an opportunity were 
more likely to ask their child what they learned 
from the quiz, what they still can learn and 
whether asking the teacher for help would be 
useful.

Through two more surveys of 102 Bay Area parents 
and their children and 100 fourth- and fifth-grade 
students, the researchers found that children could 
correctly identify their parents’ beliefs about failure 
but not necessarily about intelligence - and it was 
the former that matched up with the children’s own 
beliefs about intelligence. Finally, the researchers 
conducted a randomized experiment with 132 
parents to discover whether parents’ failure beliefs 
directly cause their children’s beliefs through 
parents’ reactions to failure: they did.

“The takeaway is that when your child is struggling on something or has setbacks, don’t focus on their 
abilities, focus on what they can learn from it,” Haimovitz says. One way, she says, is to ask a child: 
“How can you use this as a jumping-off point?”

But it’s unclear how much the study’s findings relate to children of various ethnic, racial and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. Related research Heyman has done in China revealed a mixed bag in 
terms of results.

“Cultures have very different beliefs about effort and ability, and asking subtly different questions you 
can get different answers,” Heyman says.

Whereas academic success often correlates with athletic or social success among white students, 
the same is not necessarily true among black or Latino students, according to Cleopatra Abdou, an 
assistant professor of psychology at the University of Southern California. What is consistent across 
cultures, however, is the powerful influence that beliefs people internalize as children follow them 
through life.

“The messages we get from our parents, whether explicitly or symbolically or subconsciously, stay 
with us and are very hard to unlearn and to overcome” if they’re not helpful, she says. “Sometimes we 
have internalized faulty beliefs or beliefs that don’t serve us.”

Further, taking the learn-from-failure message too far might backfire eventually. “If you’re being told 
this message you can learn anything and you’ve done everything you can and you’re not getting 
anywhere, then maybe at a certain point you say you’re going to say I just don’t believe this,” she 
adds.

Further, children’s mindsets can also be influenced by their temperament, such as their tolerance for 
frustration, Heyman says.

“One thing we do know in recent years, there’s too much blaming of parents,” Heyman says. 
“Temperament is extremely important and it’s biologically based, and to deny that causes all kinds of 
problems.”
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The challenge for parents is to support children without setting them up for failure.

“There’s this very difficult fine line between parents and teachers helping children enough so that they 
can do things on their own that they couldn’t do otherwise but not to help them so much that they 
expect other people to do it for them and don’t get pulled up to a higher level,” Heyman says. “You 
slowly pull back as the kids get better on their own, but not let them flail around so much that they get 
frustrated and give up.”

Tara Haelle is the co-author of The Informed Parent: A Science-Based Resource for Your Child’s First 
Four Years. 

Source: Haelle, Tara. “Talking About Failure: What Parents Can Do to Motivate Kids in School.” MindShift, 8 
May 2016, ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/05/08/talking-about-failure-what-parents-can-do-to-motivate-kids-
in-school/.
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 C o nta ct  I nfo r mat io n

➲ Trunk Line: + 63 2 840 5040
 PYP Coordinator: ext. 112
 MYP Coordinator:         117
 Reception &
    Student Services:     101
 Clinic:              107

➲ Cell Phone:
       Reception + 63 917 866 3684
       Clinic + 63 927 983 1190
 

 @

➲ Important Emails:
MYP Coordinator 

mypcoordinator@beaconschool.ph

PYP Coordinator 
 pypcoordinator@beaconschool.ph

Guidance Counselor - Prek to G3
 dizon@beaconschool.ph

Guidance Counselor - G4 to 8
 msguidance@beaconschool.ph

Student Services
 studentservices@beaconschool.ph

Reception
   reception@beaconschool.ph
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