
A Filipino Community IB World School
Friday, 6 September 2019

Wed, 11 Sep 1st Assembly/House Meeting, 7:40 am,   
     Auditorium
Fri, 13 Sep Personalized Learning Program sent to Parents
16-20 Sep Filipino Week Celebration, details on pp 3-6
Mon, 23 Sep Faculty Professional Development, 
    No Classes

Fri, 27 Sep MAS Pop-Up Concert
Wed, 2 October Early Student Release; K-G2=12 noon, 
      G3-8=12:30 pm
 Faculty Professional Development, afternoon
Fri, 18 Oct MAS Term 1 Recital
Mon, 29 Oct G5 Puberty Fair

The Beacon Inquirer
The Beacon School

Thank You for Attending Curriculum Night 
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Dear Beacon School Community, 

We know from research that students in school communities with high parental involvement are more likely 
to flourish.  It is therefore particularly gratifying to have had such a strong turn out of parents for this year's 
Curriculum Night.  Thank you to everyone who took the effort to be here to learn more about the year ahead 
from your child/ren's teachers last Thursday evening.  It is beneficial for students to see their parents take an 
interest in their school, and to see both teachers and parents as active learners themselves. 

Through that evening's presentations, welcome letters, and what we publish in our Student Parent Handbook, 
you are aware of the many ways that parents can stay involved in the life of our school. Chaperoning field 
trips helps to ensure the safety of students as they explore educational opportunities outside the classroom.  It 
also provides parents with the opportunity of seeing their child/ren and classmates learning in action.  Coming 
into the classroom as a resource speaker, whether for your child's class, or at another grade level, enriches 
what our students learn.  Gaining new knowledge and skills about special subjects directly from parent 
experts is an engaging way to extend what students learn through other means.  They can then make real 
world connections on topics ranging from renewable energy, to indigenous peoples and their cultures, urban 
gardening, the arts, health, social entrepreneurship, crafts, media, sports, and more.  

Our Beacon Parent Association provides the formal organization to facilitate efforts and communication 
between school and families toward the common aim of supporting students within a cohesive, stimulating, 
and nurturing learning community.  Officers and room parents organize a range of events throughout the year.  
Funds raised by the BPA are donated back to the school.  General concerns and suggestions for the growth 
and improvement of our school can be raised directly by individual parents and also reach us through the 
BPA.  Last Friday, the BPA hosted their first Bake Sale of the year with an artists theme and a wide spread 
of both savory and sweet selections.  Students were simply delighted.  Our thanks to all of the families who 
supported the BPAs environmental initiative; to reduce wastage from single use paper and plastic, many 
students brought their own containers and utensils for their bake sale treats, a practice we hope to sustain 
throughout the year.    

We welcome parent involvement and feedback.  And, we appreciate your support.   

All the best, 

Mary Chua
Dean of School
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    Filipino Week 
na !

Beacon School celebrates Filipino Week from 
September 16-20. This annual celebration highlights the culture and history of the Philippines, 
and is a way to extend the curriculum taken up in Filipino classes.

This year’s theme is “Mano Po: Pag-uugaling Filipino sa Modernong Panahon”. As 
the theme title suggests, we will be focusing on the different values Filipinos are known for. 
Students will be involved in activities such as a quiz show, tiangge, workshops and talks by 
notable Filipinos, Filipino indoor games and contests, as well as the traditional salu-salo.

Below is the schedule of activities for Filipino Week: 

MONDAY 
September 16

TUESDAY 
September 17

WEDNESDAY 
September 18

THURSDAY 
September 19

FRIDAY 
September 20

PYP

Spirit Week:
Please come 
in traditional         

Filipino 
costume.

Please come 
in 

PE uniform.

Please come in 
PE uniform.

Spirit Week: 
Any shirt that 

expresses/
articulates Filipino 
values (can be a 
statement shirt)

Please come
in costume.

See table on pages 
4 - 6.

ALL LEVELS
Filipino Week 
Parade and 

Launch*
8:00-9:00

MPG

K - Gr. 1
Quiz Show *

8:10-9:10
Auditorium

PreK
Palarong Pinoy

8:45-9:10
Covered Court PreK - Gr.2

General Rehearsal
7:40-9:10
Auditorium

PreK - Gr.2
Assembly *

8:00-9:00
AuditoriumK - Gr.2

Palarong Pinoy
8:00-9:10

Covered Court

K - Gr.8
Talks / 

Workshops
10:00-11:00

Different 
classrooms

Gr. 2 - Gr. 3
Quiz Show *
10:15-11:00
Auditorium Gr.3 - Gr.5

Palarong Pinoy
10:15-11:45

Covered Court

Gr.3 - Gr.5
General Rehearsal

9:10-10:15
Auditorium

Gr.3 - Gr.5
Assembly *
9:15-10:15
Auditorium

Gr. 4 - Gr.5
Quiz Show *
11:45-12:30
Auditorium

Filipino Indoor 
Games & Contests
K-Gr.1 11:45-12:30

Gr.2-Gr.3 12:30-1:15
Gr.4-Gr.5 1:15-2:00
Different classrooms

Salu-salo at 
Tiangge *

PreK-Gr.2 9:15-10:00
Gr.3-Gr.5 10:45–11:30

Covered Court

* Parents are welcome to join these marked events
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MONDAY 
September 16

TUESDAY 
September 17

WEDNESDAY 
September 18

THURSDAY 
September 19

FRIDAY 
September 20

MYP

Spirit Week:
Please come 
in traditional         

Filipino 
costume.

Please come 
in 

PE uniform.

Please come in 
PE uniform.

Spirit Week: 
Any shirt that 

expresses/
articulates Filipino 
values (can be a 
statement shirt)

Please come
in costume.
See table on     

page 6.

ALL LEVELS
Filipino Week 
Parade and 

Launch*
8:00-9:00

MPG

Regular 
Classes

Gr.6 - Gr.8
Quiz Show*

7:40-9:55
Auditorium

Regular Classes

Gr.6 - Gr.8
Salu-salo at 

Tiangge*
10:00-10:45 

Covered Court

K - Gr.8
Talks / 

Workshops
10:00-11:00

Different 
classrooms

Gr.6 - Gr.8
Contests:

Performance-
based

10:15-12:30
MYP Classrooms Gr.6 – Gr.8

Assembly *
1:20-2:50
AuditoriumGr.6 - Gr.8

Contests: 
Arts and Writing 

11:00-12:30
1:20-2:05

MYP Classrooms

Gr.6 - Gr.8
Palarong Pinoy

1:20-2:50
Covered Court

* Parents are welcome to join these marked events

House points will be awarded to students who will wear designated Spirit Week costumes on September 
16 and 19  for PYP and MYP.  On Friday, 20 September, PYP students will be asked to come to school 
wearing the following costumes for their respective presentations:

Preschool Girls: Sunday dress
Boys: Any colored polo and pants/shorts

KTB, KKM, and KDG Girls: Sunday dress
Boys: Any colored polo and pants/shorts

1RM Girls: Any colored shirt and shorts/skirt
Boys: Any colored polo shirt and pants/shorts

1NT Girls: Sunday dress
Boys: Any colored polo and pants/shorts

1 ME Plain black shirt and black pants/leggings

2MA
Girls: Baro’t Saya (traditional Filipino costume for girls)
Boys: Red pants, white shirt, red bandana for the neck (traditional magsasaka 

[farmer] outfit), and buri hat
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2CL
Girls: Black shirt, black leggings, any Filipino style necklace (big beads, 

string, etc) 
Boys: Black shirt, black pants, red bandana 

2EV
Girls: Baro’t Saya (traditional Filipino costume for girls)
Boys: Khaki/brown pants, white long-sleeved shirt/white long-sleeved Kamisa 

Tsino, salakot (native hat)

3JF

Lexi:  Ballerina costume
Yumi: Pants, cardigan, and inner top
Samara: Simple plain dress (any color)
Elle: Shorts, shirt, and toy doll
Hana: Shorts and shirt
Alexa: Sunday dress
Tia: Teacher outfit
Kael: Builder costume
Roman: Miner costume
Ryshal: Police costume
Daniel and Uono: Soldier costume
Saish: Doctor costume
Diego: Lawyer costume
Athena: Nurse costume
Iago: Architect costume

3PS

Boys: Denim/black pants, shirt and jacket/polo, rubber shoes 
        (band inspired outfit)
Girls: Colorful dress or colorful shirt and skirt, colored socks, boots/rubber 

shoes, and colorful accessories

4CY

Maxine (mother): Simple printed dress
Gavin (father): Camouflage/brown pants, white shirt and black rubbers shoes
Mik, Lucas, Kevin, Zoe C., Lucy (children): Boys - shorts and striped/

colourful shirt; Girls - denim jumper/overalls, colourful shirts, and white 
rubber shoes

Zoe G., Joaquin, Al, Kenzie, Mateo: Soldier costume
Alessi, Iker, Sabrina, Grey: Soldier costume

4CA

Alexis, Ava O., Lex: Black pants, white polo shirt, apron
Danda, Natasha: Old t-shirt (shorts/PE pants, big shirt and blanket)
Ava M.and Kiara: White shirt, denim pants, black jacket, white shoes and cap
Shivaan, Mark and Santi: Black shirt, white pants, white sneakers or rubber 

shoes, black jacket (optional)
Maya, Ti, Marcial and Kei: Colorful shirt and black pants
Kyan and Josh: White shirt, denim pants, white face towel and rubber shoes

5JS

Tam: Sunday dress and bag
Isabel: Sweater, white pants, and red top
Jaden and Rafa: Denim pants and white shirt
Orville: Long-sleeved shirt, jogging pants, and rubber shoes
Sofia: Blouse, pants, and sandals
Tony: Bright colored polo shirt, and shorts
Tomas: Black pants, white shirt, and lab coat
Seth: Black pants and shirt
Tetsuya and Javi: White shirt, khaki shorts, and rubber shoes
Mateo: Blue shirt and denim pants
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5PM

Rocco: Black pants, white long-sleeved polo, and leather shoes
Lia: Black skirt, white polo, and leather shoes
James: Denim pants and collared shirt
Therese, Aniella, Carmen and Mireya: Jumper/overalls, denim shorts, 

colorful shirt and rubber shoes
Arshaan: Colorful shirt, jogging pants, and rubber shoes
Joseph and Criston (grandfather): Sando, joggers, sweater
Annika, Ava, Mikumo (grandmother): Dress and flip flops

MYP To be decided per class by the students during the week of 09 September 
2019

Reminder for Sibling 
Applicants SY 2020 - 2021

 
If you plan on applying for a sibling of a current Beacon School 
student, please reach out to the Admissions Office by October 1, 2019.
 
Steps:
 
1. Email admissions@beaconschool.ph to let us know that you will be 

applying and request for the Admissions forms (also available on 
the Beacon website). 

 
2. Submit completed application forms to the Admissions Office.  

Applications are processed on a first come, first served basis 
(applications are dated from the time complete documentation has 
been received). 

 
The Admissions Office will contact you in late 2019, early 2020 to 
schedule a sit in for your child.

mailto:admissions%40beaconschool.ph?subject=
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Guidance: 

HOW TO RAISE KIDS 
WHO ARE 

INTERNALLY 
MOTIVATED

By Christina Clemer

All children are born with internal 
motivation, but it often diminishes as kids mature. Here’s what parents can do to preserve and protect 
their kids’ intrinsic motivation. 

“Mrs. Clemer! Look at the words I wrote. Are they good? Do you like them?” 
Johnny, a little boy in my class, looked up at me with eager eyes, craving my approval for the work he’d 
completed.

“Thank you for showing me. What do you think about your work?” I asked him for probably the fifth time 
that day, trying hard to stay patient, but mourning the loss of his internal motivation.

In contrast, another little boy in my Montessori class, around the same age, came in every morning for 
weeks and selected the same counting work off of the shelf. He completed it every day without showing 
me once until he had mastered the skill, and then moved on to the next challenge.

Each child is born with strong internal motivation. The question is, why do some kids retain it while 
others don’t? And what can parents do to protect it?

Babies work hard to learn to lift their heads, to roll over, to crawl, and to form sounds. They work toward 
these skills even though it can be difficult and so frustrating at times that it brings them to tears. 

They don’t look to us for motivation. Their own internal drive is utterly unstoppable. 

Somewhere along the way, often by kindergarten, this intrinsic motivation disappears in many kids, but 
it doesn’t have to.

There are several, simple strategies you can use as a parent to help your child keep that great gift of 
internal motivation he was born with – that motivation to seek and conquer ever greater challenges. 

Use encouragement, not praise 
Well-meaning adults often hand out the praise “good job” for every single thing a child does, whether 
it’s putting on his shirt by himself or sharing something with a friend.

Apart from being somewhat hollow, this kind of praise sends a hidden message to children.  It 
tells them that we don’t expect much of them, that we’re impressed when they perform basic acts of 
kindness or show simple competence.  

More importantly, giving children constant praise, by saying “I love your picture!” or “I’m so proud of 
you!” sends the message that they should be performing to please us.

As children grow, they begin to wonder if they’re letting us down when they don’t get a “good job!” They 
begin to need our praise to feel good about their accomplishments.

https://selfsufficientkids.com/author/christinaclemer/
https://www.alfiekohn.org/article/five-reasons-stop-saying-good-job/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/criticizing-common-critic_b_1252344.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/criticizing-common-critic_b_1252344.html
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But even if we abandon this common phrase, we can still offer positive reinforcement. 

We can encourage children by noticing their effort.
 
For example, I might say to my son, “Thank you for putting your toys away.  You 
worked hard to clean up that big mess.”

Or I could say to a child in my classroom, “You read that whole book. I can tell you’ve 
really been practicing.”

Encouraging a child’s effort lets them know we see and appreciate what they’re doing, 
but it keeps the emphasis on their own process, rather than on producing something to 
please us.

Avoid external rewards
It can be so tempting to turn to rewards or bribes to get our child to do something.

The problem is, children begin to expect the reward, and even demand it.

I ran into this issue with my son and the stroller.

He’s never been one to love the stroller, which is usually fine now that he can walk and run on his own. 
But sometimes, when it’s nice out and I’m really tired, it’s easier to put him in the stroller so I can listen to 
a podcast while we walk. 

One day, I told him we were going for a walk and I would give him goldfish crackers after he got in his 
stroller. It was snack time anyway and I wasn’t really thinking of this as a reward or a bribe, but in truth, 
that’s exactly what it was.

He happily got in the stroller and we went for our walk. I basked in the sunshine and peacefulness that 
came with a toddler happily snacking away rather than begging to get out of his stroller.

The problem came the next time I wanted to go for a walk.

My son had just had a snack recently and it was too close to dinner for another one. I knew he wasn’t 
really hungry, but what did he demand when he saw the stroller? Goldfish.
 
Offering a child a reward for a desired behavior can easily backfire, as they begin to expect the reward 
every time. They may do what you want, but they’re also becoming extrinsically motivated.

Furthermore, studies show that offering children rewards for activities they actually want to do, like 
coloring with markers, decreases the child’s desire to do the activity in the future.

This may be because offering rewards sends the message that an activity is inherently unpleasant, or 
that the child should not want or have to do it unless there’s something in it for them. 

So if praise and rewards don’t work, what can you do to encourage your child’s innate internal 
motivation?

Normalize failure
Children are naturally so curious and want to try new things, but their egos can also be very fragile.

If a child feels like he has failed if he can’t do something the first time, he loses the will to try.

You can help normalize failure both by your direct interactions with your child, and through how you 
handle setbacks yourself.

https://selfsufficientkids.com/one-way-avoid-raising-materialistic-kids/
https://bingschool.stanford.edu/news/mark-lepper-intrinsic-motivation-extrinsic-motivation-and-process-learning
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When I brought my son home from school today, the first thing 
someone said to him was “your shorts are on backward”.

It was meant as a harmless comment, but that person didn’t 
know my toddler has been working very hard to learn to get 
dressed by himself.

Even little corrections like this can send the message that we 
don’t think our children are capable – that they’re doing things 
wrong.

In Montessori classrooms, we hardly ever correct the children’s 
work. If I see that a child has written words backward, I make a 
mental note to show him another lesson next time on where to 
start on the paper, but I don’t tell him it’s wrong.

It’s more important to protect the child’s willingness and desire 
to try, than to help him get the right answer every time. The learning process is so much more important 
than the product.

Children also learn how they feel about failure by watching us, and this can be more difficult to control.
While I wish it weren’t the case, I’m personally not comfortable with failure, so I make a conscious effort 
to try to control my reactions when I do something “wrong”.

If I get lost while driving, which happens more than I’d like to admit, I say out loud, “I missed my turn, but 
that’s okay. We have all the time we need, we’ll find our way eventually.”

When I drop something, I say “Whoops!  I dropped my phone, I’m going to slow down and carry it more 
carefully.”

Showing our children that we’re okay with making mistakes sends a very important message that it’s 
okay for them to make mistakes too.  And this means it’s okay for them to try.

Set children up for success
One of the secrets of why children in Montessori classrooms are usually so self-motivated is that they 
are shown work that is just the right level of challenge for their abilities.

Rather than having every student work on the same math problem, the teacher carefully observes each 
child to see which work will be just right for him or her. If it’s too easy, the child will get bored. If it’s too 
hard, he’ll get frustrated and give up.
 
You can use this same idea at home.

If your child is learning to put her shoes on, offer the minimum amount of help for her to be successful. 
This might mean simply sitting next to her and offering encouragement. It might mean helping her get 
the shoe over her heel.

If he’s learning to read, try to find a book that’s just a little bit challenging, one that will be interesting and 
help him grow his skills, but not one that’s so tricky that the experience ends in tears.

Children’s intrinsic motivation thrives when they’re able to develop their skills slowly by practicing things 
that are just hard enough to help them progress.

Model the learning process
Young children want to do everything we do.
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This is really sweet, and can also be a little intimidating.

Try to let your child see you learning something new.

It could be as simple as tackling a new recipe, or something more 
complicated like learning to play an instrument. Whatever you choose, 
talk to your child about why you want to learn the new skill. 

Tell him you know it will be a lot of work, but it will be so worth it to 
learn something new. 

Let him see you get frustrated, and then keep trying.

To children, it can seem like everything comes too easily to adults. 
They often don’t see our struggles. Show your child that struggling and 
persevering are normal parts of the learning process.

Work alongside your child
Most children are highly motivated by a desire to be part of a community.

Children in my classroom will stop what they’re doing and help a friend sweep a big spill. No one asked 
them to help. They want to help because it feels good to be part of a team effort, to work together 
toward a common goal.

To spark your child’s intrinsic motivation to help at home, try involving him in everyday life, in the daily 
work of the household.

Rather than assigning a task like asking him to go clean his room while you clean the kitchen, invite him 
to help you fold the laundry or cook dinner with you.

Is this the fastest way to get things done?  No, definitely not. But it will become a time of bonding rather 
than a time of nagging and resisting. It will help your child experience the good feelings that come from 
helping just to be a good family member, rather than to earn money or a sticker on a chart.

Raising internally motivated kids can be difficult. It means we can’t always use the quick fix that will 
get our child to sit quietly in the grocery cart or leave the park without a fuss.  But it’s worth the effort to 
protect the natural drive that every child is born with – that desire to work hard and master new skills 
just for learning’s sake.

Christina Clemer is a Montessori teacher for 3-6 year olds, certified by the American Montessori 
Society. She has a two-year-old son and a baby girl on the way. She lives in Austin, Texas, and writes a 
blog, Montessoriish Mom, chronicling her journey through motherhood the Montessori way.

Source: Clemer, Christina. “How to Raise Kids Who Have Internal Motivation.” Self Sufficient Kid, 
selfsufficientkids.com/internal-motivation-kids/. Accessed: 26 March 2019

UPDATED CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE CLINIC
Please save the clinic's new mobile number: 0917-639-7156.
You may call or text the nurses at this number for any health related concerns or 
issues.
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Invitation: The Beacon Academy Parents Open House | 
October 15, Tuesday

The Beacon Academy would like to invite all interested parents to join them on October 15, Tuesday 
for the return of their highly successful Open House Program. This is a chance for parents to sit-in on 
classes, attend a discussion-based learning session, tour the campus, and chat with the Academy's 
students.

This event is also open to friends of the Beacon community, so please spread the word. A shuttle from 
Beacon School and back will also be provided. 

Please click on this Google Form to RSVP to this event: https://forms.gle/gdDVf9hCcaGwoBuC6

 

 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 
Michelle Dizon, Je Vicente, Jodie Montelibano, Tricia Salas,  IT Staff and Cat Ledesma

The Grade 6 students listened to Quint Fansler, seated, about his 
volunteer work with the Mangyans. He is the founder of the Mangyan Heritage Center 

which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. 

https://forms.gle/gdDVf9hCcaGwoBuC6

