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Preface

Dear Parents, 

This Curriculum Handbook has been prepared to highlight important elements of the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) as well as the unique way in which we implement it here at Beacon.  It presents 
the interconnected  elements of our program that foster the holistic development of your child/ren.  
Facilitating an inquiry based program is a dynamic process that requires teachers to assume the 
role of learners.  For this reason, we refer to Beacon as a learning community.  As parents, you are 
essential members of that community, and we invite you to partner with us, in modelling life-long 
learning to our students.   
 
This handbook focuses on the written curriculum and describes what students will learn in each 
subject from Grades 6 - 8, yet, we begin by introducing the IB MYP Curricular Framework.  The 
MYP is an extension of the Primary Years Programme (PYP); both programs arise from the same 
perspective on learning and human development, philosophy toward the role of the student and 
teacher, and the elements of a holistic inquiry based program.  Yet, the MYP differs from the PYP in 
some ways, especially with regard to assessment and reporting.  Assessment criteria are therefore 
covered in detail by subject area.   

As your children who are new to the MYP participate in it, even if they have had Primary Years 
Programme experience, they are likely to experience some adjustments.  The central reason is 
related to their own physical, social, emotional, and psychological development.  Adolescence is 
a stimulating period time for them and regardless of curriculum, they will experience and respond 
to both academic and personal challenges differently than they have in the past.  You may also 
experience their increased desire for independence.  It is fairly typical for their development to be 
uneven, especially with regard to organizing and prioritizing.  With the need for more autonomy, they 
will also still rely on your encouragement and support.  They will grow in greater maturity with clear 
limits.  While this handbook may appear to focus on academics, we feel it important to emphasize 
here that our Middle Years Programme supports the holistic development of students.  

To note, in 2014, the International Baccalaureate introduced adjustments to the MYP, under the 
banner Next Chapter and the material in this handbook reflects these changes.  Our teachers 
began implementing the new curricular guidelines in SY 2015-16.  In March 2017, a Visiting Team 
representing the IB evaluated  Beacon’s implementation of Next Chapter standards and practices.  
We are happy to announce that some of our existing practices were commended, although there are 
also some areas for growth.  

We have planned carefully for the year ahead.  The best part is bringing this written curriculum to life 
in our classrooms!  And to celebrate achievements along the way!  We invite any questions you may 
have about the MYP at Beacon.  
 

Sincerely, 

Erica Gancayco                                     Mary Chua 
MYP Coordinator                                  Dean of School 



4 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

The Beacon School

Vision
Beacon strives to foster a learning community that will inspire its students to be lifelong 
learners and agents of change who are guided by compassion and integrity.  

Mission
The Beacon School provides students with a global education that is both rigorous and 
balanced, that nurtures and inspires them toward their individual potential.  The learning 
community encourages students to integrate a deep appreciation for Filipino culture with 
a respect for diversity, understanding the complexity of our world.  They are challenged to 
become independent thinkers, confident communicators, and engaged citizens committed to 
act in service of society.   

Motto
The Beacon School motto is Veritas et Lumen – The Truth and The Light – the 
fundamental principles that guide the educational philosophy and practice of the school.  

Beacon is proud to be the only school in the Philippines authorized by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization to deliver the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP), and at the Beacon Academy (BA), the Diploma Programme 
(DP).  Beacon School was authorised to deliver the PYP in 2005 and the MYP in 
2007.  Subsequent to authorization we are evaluated every five years by the IB to retain 
our authorisation.     
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The International Baccalaureate (IB)
Founded in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) is a non-profit educational foundation 
offering four highly respected programmes of international education that develop the 
intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills needed to live, learn and work in a rapidly 
globalizing world. Schools must be authorized, by the IB organization, to offer any of the 
programmes. 

The IB has a hard-earned reputation for high standards of teaching, pedagogical leadership 
and student achievement.  We work with schools, governments and international 
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous 
assessment.

IB Mission
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.  To this end the organization works with schools, governments 
and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education 
and rigorous assessment.  These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with 
their differences, can also be right.

Number of schools offering IB Programmes:

On 1 August 2018, there were 6,399 programmes being offered worldwide, across 4,949 
schools. 

17.5% (865)  –  Asia Pacific
23.3% (1,153)  –  Africa, Europe, Middle East
59.2% (2,682)  –  The Americas

Number of IB programmes offered in different countries: 

20% (1281)  –  Asia Pacific
20% (1,661)  –  Africa Europe, Middle East
58% (3,457)  –  The Americas

As an IB World School, Beacon aspires for our students to become lifelong learners bringing 
attributes as outlined under the Beacon IB Learner Profile to their lives, their work, and 
service to the communities in which they live.    

The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing our 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world. 
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As IB learners, we strive to be: 

Inquirers |   We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research.  We know 
how to learn independently and with others.  We learn with enthusiasm and sustain 
our love of learning throughout life. 

Knowledgeable |   We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines.  We engage with issues and ideas that have local 
and global significance. 

Thinkers |   We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible 
action on complex problems.  We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical 
decisions. 

Communicators |   We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways.  We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the 
perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

Principled |   We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and 
justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere.  We take 
responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

Open-minded |   We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well 
as the values and traditions of others.  We seek and evaluate a range of points of 
view, and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

Caring |   We show empathy, compassion and respect.  We have a commitment to 
service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the 
world around us. 

Courageous |   We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies.  
We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. 

Balanced |   We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives 
-intellectual, physical and emotional - to achieve well-being for ourselves and 
others. We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the world in 
which we live. 

Reflective |  We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience.  We 
work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning 
and personal development.
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Curriculum

Curriculum consists of three aspects:  the written, the taught, and the assessed.  

    

The written curriculum refers to how we as a school have mapped what we expect students 
to learn with regard to knowledge, skills, and understanding.  The written curriculum 
includes both our general framework of standards and benchmarks for each subject area at 
each grade level, as well as individual units of inquiry that articulate how these will be met 
through specific learning pathways and activities.

The taught curriculum refers to the way in which students are engaged in the learning 
process toward specific goals as facilitated by teachers. 

The assessed curriculum refers to how we come to understand what students have 
learned.  

Formative assessments provide incremental feedback to teachers and students throughout 
the pathway of an entire unit of inquiry.  Samples of formative assessments include: journal 
entries, quizzes mini-conferences observations, and short response papers  

Summative assessments provide a culminating perspective of the extent to which students 
have met learning objectives for the unit.  
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Our goal is to plan purposefully so that students are guided through and assessed by the 
five essential elements of learning:  

• the understanding of concepts

• the acquisition of knowledge

• the mastering of skills

• the development of attitudes

• the decision to take action. 

Reporting student progress to students informally, and then formally to parents at the end of 
term is one outcome of the assessed curriculum.  Another is teacher reflection that leads to 
refinement of the written and taught curriculum.   

What do the terms Inquiry-based and 21st Century learning refer to? 

Tell me, I’ll forget.
Show me, I’ll remember.

Involve me, I’ll understand.     
                                                                                           -  A Chinese proverb
                                                                 
The above proverb captures the difference between a traditional and a progressive 
approach to learning.  The heart of inquiry based learning is cultivating the practice 
that students take responsibility for their own learning by engaging them in stimulating 
activities and projects that mirror real life issues, roles and projects, those that are relevant, 
challenging, and significant. Research has shown that students are more likely to retain 
what they have learned, and to remain enthusiastic about learning, if they engage in inquiry 
based practices.      

In a traditional learning program, content, is emphasized.  The school prescribes what 
students need to know. Teachers proceed to convey this information to their students, or 
direct students to read textbooks. Students are then tested on their mastery of the content. 

The premise for 21st century learning emphasizes the development of higher order 
thinking, problem – solving, and communication skills as a student responds to challenging, 
authentic and relevant questions posed.  It is expected that with rapid advancements in 
science and technology, what may be considered important for students to know at any one 
time will change rapidly. Furthermore, with greater access to more information continuously 
increasing, students need to hone strong skills to research, synthesize and make decisions 
about information that is relevant to their objectives.  
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Within the Beacon IB MYP, learning content takes place in the context of exploring broad 
and interdisciplinary issues, as examples: we learn about ourselves through artifacts from 
the past and what they symbolize; man interrelates with the environment, thereby changing 
it; effective interactions between human body systems contribute to health and survival. 
Students develop creative, analytic, and synthetic thinking skills, decision-making skills 
about what information is relevant and salient, the ability to apply what they have learned 
to new situations, and a range of strategies to communicate what they have learned, 
through oral presentation, creative and expository writing, debate, role play, multi-media 
presentation, and product design and creation.  The development of these skills will better 
prepare them for the work they may assume as adults.

What does it mean to be authorized by the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme?  

The IB provides a curricular framework, and approaches to learning, with standards 
and practices expected of teachers in the planning, delivery, and assessment of student 
learning.  With over 4,949* schools as participants, Beacon School has access to resources 
shared by educators across the globe. Considered among the most rigorous as well as 
progressive curricula, belonging to the association of IB World Schools is a distinction. 

Beacon received authorization to deliver the MYP in 2007 after a thorough assessment 
of our ability to do so.  Every five years, a visiting team representing the IB evaluates our 
curricular program at Beacon to ensure it meets IB MYP standards and practices.  It is 
expected that as a school we will continue to improve and innovate; as such the ongoing 
Professional Development of teachers and time for planning and collaboration are built into 
our school calendar.   

While the IB curricular framework is delineated, it provides flexibility to each member school 
to create the substance of the Programme of Inquiry, and to engage students in learning 
activities that are relevant to national standards, school mission, and local resources.  
 
In this way, Beacon’s curriculum is both unique, while also meeting internationally 
recognized standards.   
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A model of the IB framework follows: 

Within the IB MYP, learning is holistic and as a result of what they learn, students become 
internationally minded and effective communicators.  

What do we want students to learn?  
Students are better able to retain information learned when they can connect new 
knowledge to broad themes, prior knowledge and the world as they experience it.   

Learning is Conceptual 
As within the Primary Years Programme (PYP) learning within the MYP continues to be 



11 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

driven conceptually.  The IB MYP provides a common set of key and related concepts so 
that all schools implementing the program plan curriculum within a consistent framework.   

The Key Concepts across all subjects in the MYP follow: 

Aesthetics Change Communication Communities

Connections Creativity Culture Development

Form Global interactions Identity Logic

Perspective Relationships Systems Time, place and space

Aesthetics deals with the characteristics, creation, meaning and perception of beauty and 
taste.  The study of aesthetics develops skills for the critical appreciation and analysis of art, 
culture and nature.  

Change is a conversion, transformation or movement from one form, state or value to 
another. Inquiry into the concept of change involves understanding and evaluating causes, 
processes and consequences. 

Communication is the exchange or transfer of signals, facts, ideas and symbols. It 
requires a sender, a message and an intended receiver.  Communication involves the 
activity of conveying information or meaning. Effective communication requires a common 
“language” (which may be written, spoken or non-verbal).

Communities are groups that exist in proximity defined by space, time or relationship. 
Communities include, for example, groups of people sharing particular characteristics, 
beliefs or values as well as groups of interdependent organisms living together in a specific 
habitat.

Connections are links, bonds and relationships among people, objects, organisms or 
ideas.

Creativity is the process of generating novel ideas and considering existing ideas from 
new perspectives.  Creativity includes the ability to recognize the value of ideas when 
developing innovative responses to problems; it may be evident in process as well as 
outcomes, products or solutions. 

Culture encompasses a range of learned and shared beliefs, values, interests, attitudes, 
products, ways of knowing and patterns of behaviour created by human communities.  The 
concept of culture is dynamic and organic.
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Development is the act or process of growth, progress or evolution, sometimes through 
iterative improvements.

Form is the shape and underlying structure of an entity or piece of work, including its 
organization, essential nature and external appearance. 

Global interactions, as a concept, focuses on the connections among individuals and 
communities, as well as their relationships with built and natural environments, from the 
perspective of the world as a whole. 

Identity is the state or fact of being the same. It refers to the particular features that define 
individuals, groups, things, eras, places, symbols and styles.  Identity can be observed, or it 
can be constructed, asserted and shaped by external and internal influences. 

Logic is a method of reasoning and a system of principles used to build arguments and 
reach conclusions. 

Perspective is the position from which we observe situations, objects, facts, ideas and 
opinions. Perspective may be associated with individuals, groups, cultures or disciplines.  
Different perspectives often lead to multiple representations and interpretations. 

Relationships are the connections and associations between properties, objects, people 
and ideas - including the human community’s connections with the world in which we live.  
Any change in relationship brings consequences - some of which may occur on a small 
scale, while others may be far-reaching, affecting large networks and systems such as 
human societies and the planetary ecosystem. 

Systems are sets of interacting or interdependent components.  Systems provide structure 
and order in human, natural and built environments.  Systems can be static or dynamic, 
simple or complex. 

The intrinsically linked concept of time, place and space refers to the absolute or relative 
position of people, objects and ideas.  Time, place and space focuses on how we construct 
and use our understanding of location (“where” and “when”).

Related Concepts by subject area deepen understanding specific to each discipline. 
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Learning is Contextualized Authentically  

Global Contexts 

For each unit, student inquiry takes place through the lens of key and related concepts.  The 
global context provides an authentic frame to guide their exploration.  As students learn best 
when they can connect learning to authentic life experience and world situations, teachers 
structure student inquiry within one of the following specific global contexts.  You will note 
that these global contexts are related to Primary Years Programme (PYP – PreK – Gr 5) 
transdisciplinary themes.    

MYP Global Contexts PYP Transdisciplinary Themes

Identities and relationships Who We Are

Orientation in space and time Where we are in place and time

Personal and cultural expression How we express ourselves

Scientific and technical innovation How the world works

Globalization and sustainability How we organize ourselves

Fairness and development Sharing the planet

Student inquiry needs to be engaging, challenging, and significant.  As a teacher plans, the 
global context helps them clarify: 

� Why are we engaged in this inquiry?

� Why are these concepts important?

� Why is it important for me to understand? 

� Why do people care about this topic?  

In the MYP, while interdisciplinary units are also planned, what students learn is organized 
by subject area.  A general summary for each subject and grade level follows: 
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The Arts 
The Arts Programme at Beacon Middle School is built on a revolving schedule, where 
students take the different Arts classes in Drama, Music, and Visual Arts in each trimester.  
The Arts Programme is designed to provide exposure to both the history and performance of 
the Performing and Visual Arts.  Students are immersed in the artistic process – whether in 
drawing, painting, or three-dimensional sculpture for the Visual Arts, writing songs or playing 
musical instruments for Music, or role-playing or acting on stage for Drama.   

v Drama 
Using a wide variety of theater games and performance-based activities, the Drama 
programme helps students discover and enhance their natural creativity, spontaneity, self-
confidence, and discipline.  Weekly drama classes help the students explore the creative 
use of gesture and voice, sharpen powers of observation, and learn to work together to 
produce an end-of-term show. This allows the fledgling actors to experience the thrills 
and challenges of actual performance, simultaneously developing the group’s sense of 
teamwork and trust.  Skills are developed sequentially, in a spiraling format through grades 
6, 7, and 8.   Activities are devised to conform to each class’ specific needs and levels.  

Grade 6 
6th Grade Drama tackles the basic principles of performing and acting.  Through exercises 
and reflection, students come to an awareness of how to effectively use their bodies and 
voices in performance for an audience.  Students work to achieve confidence and clarity 
on stage, with their performance for the Night of the Notables in mind.  At the end of the 
term, students are given the opportunity to take on different roles again as they engage in 
monologues and short sketches to entertain an audience.      

Grade 7 
7th Grade Drama focuses on the creativity of the student actors in the forms of 
Improvisation and Performance Poetry.  Through Improvisation exercises, students learn to 
listen and become more sensitive to fellow actors, to think and respond faster, and to work 
in cooperation with others to build spontaneous scenes from various stimuli.  Performance 
Poetry enables actors to get in touch with their unique experiences and to communicate 
their poetry confidently with varied audiences in different ways.  Students apply their 
performing skills in a Poetry Fest at the end of the Term.

Grade 8 
8th Grade Drama builds upon and develops the knowledge and skills acquired in the 
previous years. Drama in this year level brings the student to an understanding of theatre 
not only as entertainment but as a tool for communication and change.  Students work 
together to put on an end of term show, taking time to study their characters in depth in 
order to portray them truthfully.  Students also reflect on the impact of their performance on 
the audience and on themselves.
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v Music 
The music program provides students the opportunity to develop their core musical 
understanding and skills, as well as nurture their creativity and appreciation of music.  The 
music units explore connections between music and visual arts, humanities and language 
and literature.

Extra-curricular opportunities for music are provided through the Music After School 
individual and group lessons.  Students who are enrolled in individual lessons, or are 
members of a group participate in performances throughout the year, such as termly 
recitals, Christmas caroling and joint concerts with the Ang Misyon group.  

Grade 6 
Grade 6 Music provides students with the opportunity to build their basic musicianship 
and performance skills on a chosen instrument. In this unit, students choose a new 
instrument to learn, or identify a new skill on a familiar instrument to develop. Through 
a combination of independent practice, guided instruction, collaboration with peers and 
regular reflection exercises, students develop their skills in metacognition and abstract 
thinking to direct their own learning and improvement in instrumental performance 

Grade 7        
Grade 7 Music investigates the use of music as a tool in complementing other media such 
as films, theaters or radio shows. At this level, students focus on using and manipulating  
the elements of music to convey a sense of time and place, evoke a mood or emphasize 
dialogue or visuals.  Students enhance their performance skills by exploring different ways 
of adding expression to their playing or singing.   

Grade 8 
Grade 8 Music provides opportunities for students to consolidate and apply their musical 
learnings from past years, this time as form of self-expression. At this level, students 
develop an understanding of how thoughtfully-designed compositions can communicate 
images, feelings and stories. This understanding will be developed through an exploration 
of program music, or music that communicates an extra-musical idea. Students will also 
undertake composition tasks that will help them apply their understanding of musical 
concepts introduced in class.    
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v Visual Arts 
The Middle School Visual Arts Program aims to provide a holistic art education that offers 
studio work, art history, and art criticism.  As a continuation of the Art program in the 
Primary Years, visual art in the middle school tackles the same media and techniques 
on a progression to further strengthen the students’ skills and deepen the understanding 
of the historical and theoretical background of the subject matter at hand.  The Design 
Cycle, with subject-relevant guide questions per phase, is used to guide the students in 
project-making and to provide them with a tool to document and evaluate their work.  

Grade 6 
Grade 6 will explore the art of creating a self-portrait.  They will investigate and explore 
strategies and techniques involved in expressing this art form.  Reflections in their art 
journal will help them evaluate their intentions, strategies and also demonstrate their 
creative thinking. 

Grade 7 
Grade 7 will learn how to express stories or ideas through art.  They will be given a variety 
of choices on how to present this concept.  They will be expected to draft a storyboard 
and explain their plan through a video, a diagram or a narrative. At the end of the inquiry, 
each student will have a short presentation that conveys a coherent message or idea.
   
Grade 8 
Grade 8 will explore stained glass art which flourished during the Medieval Period.  After 
acquiring substantial knowledge and understanding of the art form, students will explore 
a variety of strategies on how to create stained glass.  They can improvise with materials 
and techniques and interpret the concept from their own perspective.  
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Design 
MYP Design aspires to cultivate a culture of design thinking where creative problem 
solving skills are honed and where students develop into caring and responsible 
individuals, able to respond critically and resourcefully to the demands of society and to 
appreciate the significance of design for life and the environment.  This subject focuses on 
developing skills following the MYP Design Cycle - Inquiring and Analyzing, Developing 
Ideas, Creating the Solution and Evaluating.  The design curriculum gives students 
the opportunity to explore innovative solutions and to contribute to the development 
of products through various digital and product design courses.  Both formative and 
summative tasks include individual and group output as well as interdisciplinary projects 
shared with other subject areas.

Grade 6 
Sixth Graders will be introduced to the Design Cycle, which will allow them to be more 
purposeful in their problem solving approach.  They will also familiarize themselves with 
the Middle School operating procedures and ManageBac, as well as their own learning 
styles, which are important as they begin their middle school years.  Students will also 
be honing and developing research skills as they prepare for their Night of the Notables.  
Design in sixth grade will give the students opportunities to build with their hands, allowing 
them to utilize their measuring and crafting skills.  They will also work with Google 
Sketchup and other digital tools to aid in their planning and execution of tasks.   

Grade 7 
The students will delve into the basics of advertising, photography, film production and 
web design in their seventh grade. Their class activities will enhance skills in innovating 
products, branding and promoting them, capturing meaningful photographs and 
filmmaking with tools such as iMovie, Lego Movie among others. The web design unit will 
allow them to communicate ideas within their design teams as well as give and receive 
feedback within the community using their website as its medium.   

Grade 8 
During their final year, the 8th graders will explore the development of computer-aided 
design products through App development and simple programming through online coding 
tools.  Some of the skills that we aim to hone and develop will also include practical arts 
like cooking and sewing in the goal of reaching out to communities through their own 
social enterprise plans.  They will continue to use the Design Cycle as their framework 
for creating products as solutions to problems that not only solve their own concerns, but 
hopefully that of the bigger community. 
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Individuals and Societies (Humanities) 
The Humanities course outline includes an examination of ancient civilizations and the 
study of significant periods in world history. Current global and local issues are integrated 
within the various units of work per grade level.  All students of Humanities will learn how 
to recognize and appreciate geographical, political, cultural similarities and differences 
that exist among civilizations and societies of different times and places.  They will learn 
to appreciate how geographical, political, economic and cultural factors interact to define a 
people and how they relate to the rest of the world.
    
Grade 6 
Grade 6 students are introduced to the concepts of civilization, history, revolution and 
economics. They begin their study of history from a local and national viewpoint and move 
on towards a regional and global perspective. Learning about our local culture before the 
era of colonization will allow students to investigate how our roots influence our identity as a 
nation. Evidence of pre-colonial civilization still exists today through indigenous peoples and 
learning about these will inspire them to have a deeper appreciation of our real heritage, as 
well as move towards protecting their rights and preserving their cultures. 

The study of revolutions in different time periods and contexts will help them understand 
how people react to oppression and abuse of power. Finally, students will study the 
basic concepts of economics in the context of being an informed consumer to empower 
them to make the right choices.  With this integrated approach to government, history, 
and economics, students are expected to gain a deeper understanding of cultures and 
environments.

Grade 7 
Grade 7 students will also be learning about forced migration, and how war pushes 
people to leave their homes behind in order to survive. They will read stories or watch 
documentaries about refugees who cross borders to escape from war-torn areas, and 
people who relocate to places with more opportunities and resources. Students will ponder 
on debatable questions such as: Do borders function  for the welfare of the people? Why or 
why not? Does migration bring about more benefits or repercussions? How so?

The 7th graders will also explore the concepts of power and sustainability, focusing on 
the Great Chiang Kai Shek and how he built and led Taiwan to become independent and 
sustainable. They will learn how a nation develops throughout various influences (in this 
case, Japan as a colonizer) into creating their own “national” identity, as well as how this 
may possibly create conflict with other nations such as China. 

Finally, students will inquire into the basic concepts of economics and how businesses 
operate, as well as empowering them to make informed choices as consumers.  They will be 
exploring questions such as: What thought processes do we go through when purchasing 
a product? Who benefits from our consumer choices? How do you know if a product is a 
worthy purchase?
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Grade 8 
Grade 8 students focus on traditions and significant developments in western culture, 
with a view towards their influence on present day societies.  Students will investigate the 
social, cultural, and technological changes that transpired during the Roman empire and the 
Middle Ages, the Renaissance and Reformation, as well as the Age of Exploration. 
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Language Acquisition

v Filipino
Teaching and learning Filipino as a second language is organized into six (6) phases.  
Students may begin the course at any phase and may exit from any phase at the end of 
the continuum.  Learning targets have been set for each phase.  They indicate a standard 
that students are expected to reach in order to demonstrate the readiness to progress to 
the next phase of learning. 

Students placed under phases 1 and 2 are considered emergent communicators, those 
who are in phases 3 and 4 are the capable communicators, and students who are in 
phases 5 and 6 are the proficient communicators.  The objective of this course is for 
the students to communicate competently in Filipino, in terms of oral, visual and written 
communication.  
     -IB Language Acquisition Guide, September 2014 
 
Grade 6 
The sixth grade Filipino curriculum focuses on strengthening the language skills that the 
students have learned from their previous years in the subject.  The students will also 
discuss different parts of speech like nouns and pronouns in the context of functional 
language, focusing particularly on linguistic skills that would allow them to introduce, talk 
about, and describe themselves, their families and friends and their community.  They 
will be expected to use taught and acquired vocabulary in writing, where the focus is on 
accuracy of usage, and in speaking, where correct pronunciation and stress would be 
required.  

Grade 7 
The expectation is that seventh graders will be able to draw come with the understanding 
that they will be pulling from a full year’s worth of experience in the MYP.  Therefore, 
while the year starts off with a review of previous lessons and laying the foundations for 
functional literacy in the language, the classes will quickly move on to more complicated 
linguistic tasks that would allow them to showcase their ability to use Filipino in practical, 
everyday matters.  Focus will be on developing their communication skills when travelling 
and shopping in the Philippines, so it is expected that they would, at the end of the year, 
know how to describe items, haggle with others, and give and take directions. 

The seventh graders will also be expected to deliver oral presentations, both prepared 
and impromptu, and use taught vocabulary correctly in writing and speaking.  They will 
continue to be allowed to use the dictionary when writing, but emphasis will be on trying to 
access their own vocabulary bank before doing so.
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Grade 8 
By the eighth grade, students are expected to be able to tackle complicated linguistic tasks 
requiring active engagement in all four strands of language: speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing.  As such they are expected to be able to participate in an exchange with peers 
and teachers in Filipino, especially during class discussions.  They will be asked to keep 
themselves informed about local and international news through various media sources 
and to report what they have seen and heard to the class the following day.  They are also 
expected to write more meaningfully and purposefully in the language, using a variety of 
vocabulary words and grammatical structures. 

Linguistic functions to be taught this year aim to give the students greater efficiency and 
confidence in communicating their ideas and opinions about different aspects of Philippine 
culture.  Focus will be on celebrations and traditions, urban and rural living, and popular 
culture.   

      
Language Electives 
The aim of Language Acquisition courses is to develop competence in a second language.  
In addition, students learn to respect other cultures and viewpoints as they practice their 
language skills.  Modern Languages offered this year are Spanish and Mandarin.   

v Mandarin 

Grade 6 
The Sixth Grade program focuses on the various factors that help shape the Chinese 
language. Students first begin with the cornerstones of modern Chinese, Hanyu Pinyin and 
simplified characters.  Then they learn about numbers and examine its various applications 
in relation to telling one’s age and telephone numbers.  They also learn to introduce 
themselves using the simple principles of numbers.  Additionally, they learn how to say and 
write days and dates in Chinese. 

In the second term, students begin to examine the lives of Chinese migrants in the 
Philippines with a visit to the Kaisa Heritage Center.  As they survey notable Chinese-
Filipinos in history, they learn to introduce their families, their occupations and nationalities.  
They then culminate the term with student podcasts/ presentation of their chosen (Chinoy) 
Notable.   

In the final term, Sixth Grade students continue their exploration of the language as learn to 
tell time and describe one’s daily routines and activities.  They also learn about the different 
means of transport. 
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Grade 7
The Seventh Grade curriculum explores the unique effects of environments on the 
Chinese language.  The course begins with a short review of Sixth Grade lessons, and a 
unit on descriptive writing, where they learn to describe a person’s physical features and 
preference of color and clothes.  They also learn travel vocabulary and phrases, as well 
as characters essential to studying Ancient Chinese history as they prepare for their trip to 
Taiwan. 

They prepare for the Taiwan Fair, the synthesis of the year’s lessons. They bring to 
life their travel experience by writing their memoir comprised of themes related to 
transportation, time, weather, foods, language and more.  Along the way, they learn to 
communicate about their hobbies and recreational activities, including music, dance, arts, 
and sports.  In the final term, they continue to explore China and its environments by 
learning to communicate about weather, seasons, and sickness.  They also learn about 
various regions in China, before preparing a multimedia weather report on a chosen 
region.

Grade 8
The Eighth Grade program takes a look at how language reflects identity and culture.  
After a brief review of Sixth and Seventh Grade lessons, they move beyond using simple 
expressions to communicate and learn to communicate their interests and hobbies, 
favorite sports.  Along the way, they explore Chinese music, dance and art as they learn 
different recreational activities. 

In the second term, they examine Chinese cuisine.  They learn about Chinese ingredients, 
assess the ‘Chinese food’ they’re accustomed to, and visit a Chinese restaurant to try 
some regional Chinese delicacies.  Then, they learn communicative functions to talk 
about eating out, vegetables and fruits, and the composition of their three daily meals. 

In the final term, they explore structures and surroundings, learning vocabulary words 
related to home and community life, comparing and contrasting home structures in 
different neighborhoods. They learn to describe and give directions on how to go around a 
neighborhood.
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v Spanish 

Grade 6 
The sixth grade curriculum focuses on the introductory stage of students learning Spanish 
for the first time.  Thus, we begin with the Spanish alphabet, numbers 1-1000, telling time, 
expressing daily routine activities, basic expressions used in daily conversations, greetings 
and introductions, days of the week and months of the year.  The students will be expected 
to use vocabulary learned in oral and written communication.  Focus will be on accuracy 
of usage as well as speaking with correct pronunciation and stress.  Learning strategies 
include dialogues, games and videos related to the lessons.  

Grade 7 
The year will begin with a review of the lessons learned in Grade 6. Vocabulary will 
be expanded as well as grammar skills and conjugation of regular verbs and common 
irregular verbs.  Continued practice on the use of SER and ESTAR.  Students will learn to 
communicate about their leisure activities and hobbies.  Hispanic cuisine will be introduced 
in relation to leading a healthy lifestyle.  Role playing in a restaurant scene will help 
students communicate functions in relation to ordering food, expressing likes and dislikes. 

A study of Spanish customs, traditions and celebrations will enrich the students’ exposure to 
the language.  The students will be expected to use vocabulary learned in oral and written 
communication.  Learning strategies include dialogues, games and videos related to the 
lessons. 

Grade 8 
Students will spend the first few weeks reviewing communicative functions learned in 
Grades 6 and 7.  Grammar skills and conjugation of regular and irregular verbs in the 
presente de indicativo, preterito indefinido and preterito perfecto will be reinforced.  The 
future tense will be introduced.  The lives of some famous Spanish artists and writers like 
Picasso, Goya, Velasquez, Miguel Lopez de Cervantes will be discussed.  The students 
will be expected to use vocabulary learned in oral and written communication.  Learning 
strategies include dialogues, games and videos related to the lessons.
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Language and Literature: English
Students will develop skills in reading, listening to, and understanding a variety of texts.  As 
they strive for fuller, more precise expression, they will use language to articulate their own 
ideas and insight, and express opinions, orally as well as in writing. 

Works read will reflect a diversity of voices and viewpoints, across a wide spectrum of time 
and space.  This experience with a variety of literature will enhance an understanding of 
self and community, and engender a greater appreciation of what it means to be human.  
The course content will vary from one year to another, but the commitment to enhancing 
student imagination and originality while leading students towards a discovery of self and 
the world around is unwavering.  
  
Grade 6
As pre-adolescents, self-awareness is part of growing up. In the context of fiction, 
autobiographical and biographical excerpts, and engaging in reading strategies-- predicting, 
questioning, visualizing, clarifying, making connections and evaluating-- as they get to know 
themselves as individuals, make discoveries about themselves and the world around them.  
They also have a variety of meaningful opportunities to express themselves and apply the 
writing process-- prewriting, writing drafts, revising, proofreading, and publishing--through 
personal responses, essays, visual projects.  

During the Night of the Notables Programme, 6th Grade’s rigorous, long-term project, 
students are challenged to master their reading, research, writing, visual presentation and 
oral presentation skills, and in the process, internalize the positive values and legacies of 
their chosen notables like grit, perseverance, and modesty.
   
Grade 7
Self and Society- As students gain self-knowledge and skills, they will begin to develop a 
written voice.  Readings in this course include poems, novels and stories about knowing 
oneself in relation to one’s community.  Students will be encouraged to read actively and 
hone their discussion skills in the classroom.   

Through writing workshops for poetry, fiction, and non-fiction writing, students will 
appreciate, participate in, and share their own work with the community.  Students will write 
both personal and analytical responses to the works read and discussed in class, as well as 
narrative and descriptive essays.  
  
Grade 8
Self, Systems, and Solutions- Eighth graders will study the ways language is used for 
different purposes: to present information, to voice perspectives, to critically analyze various 
texts, and to creatively express their unique truths.  Students will be made aware of the 
importance of purpose, diverse points of view, register and audience.  They will also be 
engaged in both creative and informative writing and hone the various skills necessary for 
both processes.   
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Active reading and analysis of texts using linguistic and literary terminology will be 
emphasized this year, and students are expected to participate in meaningful discourse in 
the classroom. We will read a variety of non-fiction and fiction texts-- short stories, essays, 
news articles, a Shakespeare comedy and one classic dystopian fiction book.

Mathematics
The Math Program aims to develop in students an appreciation for Mathematics as a 
universal language with many applications and as a logical system that builds on itself 
through creative and critical thinking.  It provides students with a strong foundation in key 
mathematical concepts of Number, Algebra, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.  It 
develops and reinforces students’ understanding of mathematical concepts, reasoning, 
and processes to help them develop strategies for problem solving and the application of 
mathematics in real-life situations. 

The program provides students with opportunities to investigate patterns and analyze 
and evaluate their results to draw sound conclusions. Students also develop their skills in 
communicating mathematical information through different modes of representation and a 
variety of media.

Grade 6
Grade 6 Mathematics begins with mastery of number properties and the application of 
these concepts as it lays the foundation of middle school Math. Integers and rational 
numbers are inquired into extensively.  Students then apply knowledge and understanding 
of numbers to explore concepts in algebra, geometry, and statistics.  Procedural fluency, 
strategic competence, and adaptive reasoning are emphasized throughout the problem 
solving process.  

Grade 7 
Grade 7 Mathematics expands on the topics presented in Grade 6.  The course begins with 
the students bridging proportional reasoning to algebra and examining algebraic concepts.  
These concepts will later be applied in solving more complex problems related to data 
analysis, probability, and the geometry of plane and solid figures.    
   

Grade 8 
Grade 8 Mathematics builds on the fundamental middle school concepts learned in Grade 6 
and Grade 7, while shifting the emphasis to more advanced concepts in algebra, geometry, 
sets, and probability and statistics.  The course focuses on developing conceptual 
understanding and helping students develop skills in applying mathematical concepts and 
processes in a variety of contexts and for different purposes.    
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Physical and Health Education
The Physical and Health Education program through its holistic approach aims to expose 
the students to various concepts that help foster an awareness of physical development 
and health perspectives.  The desired result for this is to empower the students to 
understand and appreciate the value of being physically active and develop the motivation 
for making healthy life choices.    

This subject area also offers many opportunities to build positive interpersonal relationships 
that can help the students to develop a sense of social responsibility.   
      - MYP PE and Health Guide Sept 2014/Jan 2015  

The content for the Middle School PE program includes: 

• Physical and health related knowledge (for example, hygiene, fitness, nutrition and life 
skills)

Ø Grade 6:  Hygiene, Decision Making, Self-Esteem

  Ø Grade 7:  Fitness, Stress Management, Nutrition

  Ø Grade 8:  Sports Conditioning, First Aid, Dangerous Substances

• Physical Fitness and Exercise

• Movement pursuits (Gymnastics, Dance and Martial Arts)  

• Team sports (Basketball, Soccer, Volleyball and Handball) 

• Individual sports (Track and Field, Wall Climbing and Badminton) 

• International sports and activities 

• Alternative recreational sports/activities (Ultimate Frisbee, Touch Rugby and Flag 
Football) 
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Sciences 
The Middle School Science Curriculum offers a balanced introduction to Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science and Environmental Science through meaningful and 
relevant learning experiences.  Centered on immersing the students in the scientific 
process, learning experiences train students to: interpret and apply concepts and 
principles; build and develop thinking and technical skills; formulate good investigation 
questions; develop hypotheses; design and perform experiments; gather, organize and 
analyze results; and make conclusions and recommendations; assess and reflect on 
personal learnings; and make real-life connections.  

The program aims to develop students that are: 

(1) adept in learning scientific laws and open to new and evolving ideas in the 
sciences; 

(2) appreciative of the complexities and intricacies of nature and the laws that govern it; 

(3) mindful of the impacts of new technologies and advancements to different facets of 
life; 

(4) curious and skilled at finding better solutions and new answers to problems; and 

(5) independent and collaborative in performing any endeavor.  

Grade 6 
Grade 6 Science begins with an in-depth discussion and application of the Scientific 
Method. Science process skills including observing, inferring, classifying, hypothesizing, 
posing questions, identifying variables, presenting data, constructing tables and graphs, 
interpreting and analyzing data, and formulating conclusions are learned within the 
context of a variety of hands-on and minds-on experiments and investigations.  The next 
units focus on how the Universe began as well as early life on Earth, the characteristics 
of living things, the organization and evolution of life, the basic structures and functions of 
the cell, and the systems of the Human Body.   

Grade 7 
Grade 7 Science begins with a refresher on measurement of physical quantities as a 
precursor to the Chemistry unit- Matter and its Properties which introduces the students 
to the different classifications of matter and how  their properties help distinguish between 
them.  The unit on Forces introduces students to the principles and laws that govern 
the interaction of objects  and their day to day application.  The unit on Energy Transfer 
delves into the influence of Laws and Principle on work and heat to material design of 
many technologies.  Lastly, Energy and Earth Interactions explores the complex energy 
interactions between living and nonliving organisms and how these interactions affects the 
ecosystem. 
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Grade 8 
Grade 8 explores topics framed in various global contexts.  The unit in chemistry presents 
the basics of atomic structures, elements and the periodic table, chemical bonding and 
chemical reactions and their impacts on technical innovation.  The unit on environmental 
science, an interdisciplinary with Filipino and Design, focuses on the effects of human 
activities to the to the sustainability of natural resources available to us.  The units on 
genetics and evolution aim to shed light on basic principles of trait inheritance, DNA 
sequencing and the principle of natural selection as a mirror of our identity and shared 
human history as well as our place in the history of life.  The unit on lights and sounds, in 
collaboration with drama, explore the practical and technological use of different behavior 
and characteristics of sound. 
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Religious and Moral Education
Religious Education is a required course for Grade 6 and Grade 7.  Students take one 
of two classes that run parallel for each grade level: Christian Living Education or World 
Religions.  This course is now being assessed using our own Beacon framework, rather 
than that of the MYP Individual and Societies classes.  In Grade 8 all students study 
Ethics during their year long Community Project which is outlined in more detail in the 
following section.  As part of this culminating project, students learn ethical frameworks as 
the basis for decision making and connect the concepts of morality to service as action. 

v Christian Living Education 
The Christian Living Education program at Beacon endeavors to instill in the students 
a Christ-centered spirituality constantly renewed and cultivated by a robust and vibrant 
prayer life; and knowledge of the Catholic faith.  By enriching their understanding of the 
faith to which they belong, the students are likewise motivated to authentically live out 
their Christian commitment in their relationship with God and others.  
  

Grade 6 
The 6th graders embark on a year-long process of getting to know the treasure which is 
our Faith in Christ Jesus. Through age-appropriate discussions and activities, they will 
gain more insights about the truths embodied in the Holy Scriptures. Personal prayers, 
beloved traditions, and a closer look at the lives of biblical personalities allow the learners 
to develop a deeper appreciation and love for God and their neighbor. 
 

Grade 7 
The 7th graders, embark on a year-long process of gaining deeper knowledge of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Through age-appropriate discussions and activities, 
they will gain more insights about the mysteries and truths of the Catholic Faith, 
prayers like the Mass, and the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, the Holy Eucharist, in 
preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, and in order to develop a deeper 
fervor and  love for the Catholic Faith, as soldiers of Christ. 
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vWorld Religions 
World Religions in Middle School deepens the students’ understanding of religions and 
belief systems and the ways that they have changed to accommodate different ways of 
life.  

Grade 6 
World Religions in Grade 6 will focus on how religions have developed and changed 
throughout history.  The course will begin with the decoding of religious art and artifacts, 
widening students’ understanding of primal religions and discussing the symbols and 
the contexts in which they were created.  Focus will then shift to considering how the 
practices of major world religions have contributed to technology and a global society.  
The course will end with an investigation into how religious organizations offer aid to those 
in need.  

Grade 7 
World Religions in Grade 7 will focus on the role of faith within a global community.  It 
will supplement the Humanities program by investigating a variety of important religious 
groups and understanding how their beliefs impact on society.  Students will then take 
their understanding of the concepts behind the major religions and use them to give back 
to the community from which they are part of.  The course ends with an exploration of 
religious freedom and religious discrimination in the world today and how we can ensure 
that people learn from these events.
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Service as Action at Beacon 
Central to Beacon’s vision and mission is that students learn for service to society.  
Throughout the MYP curriculum, students are therefore given opportunities to extend 
their learning and apply it through service.  These service activities are organized by 
the school, by teachers, and arise out of individual student’s interests and initiatives.  As 
examples, Beacon School has established relationships with GABES, a public school 
on our PCPD compound, and Ang Misyon.  Both provide service-learning opportunity to 
our students and alumni.  Grade 7 students support a feeding program and storytelling 
activities at GABES as part of MYPs long-standing relationship with this public school.  
Some units of inquiry throughout the MYP experience will naturally lead to service 
opportunity.  In Grade 8, all students are involved in a Community Project.

As a result of engaging in these service learning projects, the IB MYP expects that 
students will:

• become more aware of their own strengths and areas for growth 

• undertake challenges that develop new skills 

• discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated activities 

• persevere in action 

• work collaboratively with others 

• develop international-mindedness through global engagement, multilingualism and 
intercultural understanding 

• consider the ethical implications of their actions. 

The Community Project 
Beacon has incorporated the IB MYP Community Project into the Grade 8 curriculum in 
support of principled action.   The project may be completed individually or in small groups 
of up to three students.  An MYP teacher oversees the entire Community Project process 
as overall Coordinator of it, and each individual or group has a mentor.   

The following excerpt from the IB Projects Guide, May 2016, pg. 18, outlines different 
types of service as action that students may engage in:  

• Direct service: Students have interaction that involves people, the environment or 
animals. Examples include one-on-one tutoring, developing a garden alongside 
refugees, or teaching dogs behaviours to prepare them for adoption. 

• Indirect service: Though students do not see the recipients during indirect service, 
they have verified that their actions will benefit the community or environment.  



32 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

Examples include redesigning an organization’s website, writing original picture 
books to teach a language, or raising fish to restore a stream. 

• Advocacy: Students speak on behalf of a cause or concern to promote action on 
an issue of public interest.  Examples include initiating an awareness campaign on 
hunger in the community, performing a play on replacing bullying with respect, or 
creating a video on sustainable water solutions. 

• Research: Students collect information through varied sources, analyse data and 
report on a topic of importance to influence policy or practice.  Examples include 
conducting environmental surveys to influence their school, contributing to a study 
of animal migration patterns, or compiling the most effective means to reduce litter in 
public spaces. 

Time is given to students within school to investigate, prepare, reflect and communicate 
what they have learned through their projects to the community.   Aspects of research and 
service action itself are often done outside of school, and we look to parents to support 
your children in providing time on specific weekends during the year to work toward the 
aims of these important individual or small group projects.  The IB Projects Guide, pg. 17 
provides the following outline of the stages of the Community Project process:    

1. Investigation involves taking an inventory of student interests, skills and talents to 
be used in considering opportunities.  This analysis requires gathering information 
about the identified need through action research that includes use of varied 
approaches: media, interviews of experts, survey of varied populations, and direct 
observation/personal experiences. 

2. Preparation involves the student planning the service experience with clarification 
of roles, responsibilities, actions to be taken, resources required and timelines, 
while acquiring any skills needed to successfully carry the plan to completion. 

3. Action involves implementing the plan.  Students may work individually, with 
student partners, in student groups or with others. 

4. Reflection involves students describing what happened, expressing feelings, 
generating ideas and asking questions.  Reflection occurs intermittently and in 
summation to gauge understanding and synthesis, to assist with revising and 
rethinking plans, and to internalize the experience. 

5. Demonstration involves metacognition, with students making explicit what and 
how they learned and what they have accomplished, capturing the totality of the 
experience. Integration of technology is encouraged. 
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As the Exhibition in the PYP serves as a culminating project to integrated skills, knowledge, 
and understanding, the Community Project provides an opportunity for students to select 
a project of their choice that will also demonstrate Approaches to Learning Skills as they 
research an area of interest to them, and take action in service of society.   The objectives 
of the project, the integration of skills, and the process are presented in the following model: 

How do we want students to learn?     
In developing students to be lifelong learners, capable of meeting the challenges of High 
School and University,  Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills are cultivated throughout the 
MYP in each subject area.  These are extensions of the transdisciplinary skills fostered in 
the Primary Years Programme (PYP):  

ATL skill categories MYP ATL skill clusters

Communication I.      Communication

Social II.     Collaboration

Self-management

III.    Organization

IV.    Affective

V.     Reflection

Research
VI.   Information literacy

VII.  Media literacy

Thinking

VIII. Critical thinking

IX.   Creative thinking

X.    Transfer
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How is learning assessed in MYP?  
The MYP is a rigorous program of study, yet, as an inclusive school, one that our teaching 
team makes accessible to all students in the program through differentiated teaching 
practices.  

Within MYP, assessment is: 

1. varied: written essay, multi-media presentation, debate, role play, performance, 
composition, exam, investigation, experiment, report, group work, individual work.  

2. formative and summative:  focused on students as they learn to uncover 
misconceptions and discover skills that need strengthening (formative) as well as 
on students’ culminating understanding and skill development at key stages in a 
unit or term. 

3. criteria based:  student work is measured against published criteria for each 
subject and each grade level with objectives clearly stated; in this way, 1) 
expectations are clear to students and parents, and 2) assessment between 
students and sections within a grade level can be standardized.  

Principles of Assessment 
 Assessment is integral to all teaching and learning. MYP assessment requires teachers 
to assess the prescribed subject-group objectives using the assessment criteria for 
each subject group in each year of the programme.  In order to provide students with 
opportunities to achieve at the highest level, MYP teachers develop rigorous tasks that 
embrace a variety of assessment strategies.  

In the MYP, teachers make decisions about student achievement using their professional 
judgment, guided by mandated criteria that are public, known in advance and precise, 
ensuring that assessment is transparent.  Across a variety of assessment tasks 
(authentic performances of understanding), teachers use descriptors to identify students’ 
achievement levels against established assessment criteria.  MYP internal (school-based) 
assessment uses a “best-fit” approach in which teachers work together to establish 
common standards against which they evaluate each student’s achievement holistically.  
This “criterion-related” approach represents a philosophy of assessment that is neither 
“norm-referenced” (where students must be compared to each other and to an expected 
distribution of achievement) nor “criterion-referenced” (where students must master all 
strands of specific criteria at lower achievement levels before they can be considered to 
have achieved the next level).  
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Assessment in the MYP aims to: 

• support and encourage student learning by providing feedback on the learning 
process 

• inform, enhance and improve the teaching process 

• provide opportunity for students to exhibit transfer of skills across disciplines, such 
as in the personal project and interdisciplinary unit assessments 

• promote positive student attitudes towards learning 

• promote a deep understanding of subject content by supporting students in their 
inquiries set in real-world contexts 

• promote the development of critical- and creative-thinking skills 

• reflect the international-mindedness of the programme by allowing assessments to 
be set in a variety of cultural and linguistic contexts 

• support the holistic nature of the programme by including in its model principles that 
take account of the development of the whole student.  

By assessing students as they develop disciplinary and interdisciplinary understanding, 
teachers identify student learning needs in order to better inform the learning process.   
Assessment in the MYP is not confined to the final part of a learning period, such as the 
end of a unit.  Formative assessments can be planned from the start of a unit, although they 
may change as teachers engage with students to determine the next stages of learning. 

(From: MYP: From Principles into Practice 2014)
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The MYP Assessment Criteria
The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows:

Criterion
Subject Area

A
Maximum 8

B
Maximum 8

C
Maximum 8

D
Maximum 8

Arts Knowing and 
Understanding

Developing 
Skills

Thinking 
Creatively Responding

Design Inquiring and 
Analyzing

Developing 
Ideas

Creating the 
Solution Evaluating

Individuals 
and Societies

Knowing and 
Understanding Investigating Communicating Thinking Critically

Language 
Acquisition

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text

Communicating Using language

Language and 
Literature Analyzing Organizing Producing text Using language

Mathematics Knowing and 
understanding

Investigating 
patterns Communicating

Applying 
mathematics 
to real world 
contexts

Physical 
and health 
education

Knowing and 
understanding

Inquiring and 
designing

Processing and 
evaluating

Reflecting on the 
impacts of science

Inter-
disciplinary

Disciplinary 
Grounding

Synthesizing 
and Applying Communicating Reflecting

Progression of Learning 
Schools must regularly report student progress towards the MYP objectives using the 
prescribed subject-group assessment criteria of the previous page.  The criteria for 
each subject group represent the use of knowledge, understanding and skills that must 
be taught.  They encompass the factual, conceptual, procedural and metacognitive 
dimensions of knowledge.  Assessment criteria for years 1, 3 and 5 of the programme are 
provided in the following pages, and their use is mandatory.   

Throughout the programme, students should engage with the curriculum and be expected 
to demonstrate their understanding at increasing levels of sophistication.  

The range of assessed skills, techniques, and concepts, as well as the complexity of their 
application, must increase as students’ progress through the programme. 

There are subjects, like MYP mathematics, which rely on a progression in the complexity 
of the level of mathematics throughout the programme.  For this reason, the objectives 
listed for years 1, 3 and 5 are quite similar; however, the complexity of the mathematics 
being assessed is increasing. 

(From: MYP: From Principles into Practice 2014)



37 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

              ARTS: Drama, Music & Visual Arts

Year 1
In order to reach the aims of ARTS, 
students should be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims of 
ARTS, students should be 
able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims of 
ARTS, students should be 
able to:

CRITERION  A :  Knowing and Understanding
i. demonstrate awareness of the 

art form studied, including the 
use of appropriate language

demonstrate knowledge of 
the art form studied, including 
concepts, processes, and the 
use of appropriate language

demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the art form 
studied, including concepts, 
processes, and the use of 
subject- specific terminology

ii. demonstrate awareness of the 
relationship between the art 
form and its context

demonstrate knowledge of the 
role of the art form in original 
or displaced contexts

demonstrate an understanding 
of the role of the art form in 
original or displaced contexts

iii. demonstrate awareness of the 
links between the knowledge 
acquired and artwork created

use acquired knowledge to 
inform their artwork

use acquired knowledge to 
purposefully inform artistic 
decisions in the process

CRITERION  B : Developing Skills
i. demonstrate the acquisition 

and development of the skills 
and techniques of the art form 
studied

demonstrate the acquisition 
and development of the skills 
and techniques of the art form 
studied

demonstrate the acquisition 
and development of the skills 
and techniques of the art form 
studied

ii. demonstrate the application of 
skills and techniques to create, 
perform and/or present art

demonstrate the application 
of skills and techniques 
to create, perform and/or 
present art

demonstrate the application 
of skills and techniques to 
create, perform and/or present 
art

CRITERION C : Thinking Creatively
i. identify an artistic intention outline a clear and 

feasible artistic intention
develop a feasible, clear, 
imaginative and coherent 
artistic intention

ii. identify alternatives and 
perspectives 

outline alternatives, 
perspectives, and 
imaginative solutions

demonstrate a range and 
depth of creative-thinking 
behaviors

iii. demonstrate the exploration of 
ideas

demonstrate the exploration 
of ideas through the 
developmental process to a 
point of realization

demonstrate the exploration 
of ideas through the 
developmental process to a 
point of realization

CRITERION  D : Responding
i. identify connections between 

art forms, art and context, or art 
and prior learning

outline connections and 
transfer learning to new 
setting

construct meaning and transfer 
learning to new setting

ii. recognize that the world 
contains inspiration or 
influence for art

create an artistic response 
inspired by the world around 
them

create an artistic response 
that intends to reflect or 
impact on the world around 
them

iii. evaluate certain elements or 
principles of artwork

evaluate the artwork of self 
and others

critique the artwork of self 
and others



38 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

DESIGN: Technology

Year 1
In order to reach the aims of 
DESIGN, students should be able 
to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims of 
DESIGN students should be 
able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims of 
DESIGN, students should be 
able to:

CRITERION  A :  Inquiring and Analyzing
i. explain and justify the need for 

a solution to a problem
explain and justify the need for 
a solution to a problem

explain and justify the need for 
a solution to a problem for a 
specified client/target audience

ii. state and prioritize the main 
points of research needed 
to develop a solution to the 
problem

construct a research plan, 
which states and prioritizes 
the primary and secondary 
research needed to develop a 
solution to the problem 

identify and prioritize the 
primary and secondary 
research needed to develop 
a solution to the problem

iii. describe the main 
features of an existing 
product that inspires a 
solution to the problem

analyze a group of similar 
products that inspire a 
solution to the problem

analyze a range of existing 
products that inspire a 
solution to the problem

iv. present the main findings of 
relevant research

develop a design brief, which 
presents the analysis of 
relevant research

develop a detailed design brief, 
which summarizes the analysis 
of relevant research

CRITERION  B : Developing Ideas
i. develop a list of success 

criteria for the solution
develop a design 
specification, which outlines 
the success criteria for the 
design of a solution based on 
the data collected

develop a design 
specification, which clearly 
states the success criteria for 
the design of a solution

ii. present feasible design 
ideas, which can be correctly 
interpreted by others

present a range of feasible 
design ideas, which can 
be correctly interpreted by 
others

develop a range of feasible 
design ideas, which can be 
correctly interpreted by others 

iii. present the chosen design present the chosen design 
and outline the reasons for 
its selection

present the chosen design 
and justify its selection

iv. create a planning drawing/
diagram, which outlines the 
main details for making the 
chosen solution

develop accurate planning 
drawings/diagrams and 
outline requirements for 
the creation of the chosen 
solution

develop accurate and 
detailed planning drawings/
diagrams and outline the 
requirements for the creation 
of the chosen solution
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DESIGN (continued)

CRITERION  C : Creating the Solution
i outline a plan, which considers 

the use of resources and time, 
sufficient for peers to be able to 
follow to create the solution

construct a logical 
plan, which outlines the 
efficient use of time and 
resources, sufficient for 
peers to be able to follow 
to create the solution

construct a logical plan, which 
describes the efficient use of 
time and resources, sufficient 
for peers to be able to follow to 
create the solution

ii. demonstrate excellent 
technical skills when making 
the solution

demonstrate excellent 
technical skills when making 
the solution

demonstrate excellent 
technical skills when making 
the solution

iii. follow the plan to create the 
solution, which functions as 
intended

follow the plan to 
create the solution, 
which functions as 
intended

follow the plan to create the 
solution, which functions as 
intended

iv. list the changes made to 
the chosen design and plan 
when making the solution

explain changes made to 
the chosen design and plan 
when making the solution

fully justify changes made to 
the chosen design and plan 
when making the solution

v. present the solution as a 
whole

present the solution as a 
whole

present the solution as a 
whole

CRITERION  D : Evaluating
i. outline simple, relevant testing 

methods, which generate data, 
to measure the success of the 
solution

describe detailed and relevant 
testing methods, which 
generate accurate data, to 
measure the success of the 
solution 

design detailed and relevant 
testing methods, which 
generate data, to measure the 
success of the solution

ii. outline the success of the 
solution against the design 
specification

explain the success of the 
solution against the design 
specification

critically evaluate the 
success of the solution 
against the design 
specification

iii. outline how the solution 
could be improved

describe how the solution 
could be improved

explain how the solution 
could be improved

iv. outline the impact of the 
solution on the client/ target 
audience

describe the impact of the 
solution on the client/target 
audience

explain the impact of the 
solution on the client/ target 
audience
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INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES

Year 1
In order to reach the aims 
of INDIVIDUALS AND 
SOCIETIES, students 
should be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims 

of INDIVIDUALS AND 
SOCIETIES, students 

should be able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims 
of INDIVIDUALS AND 
SOCIETIES, students should 
be able to:

CRITERION  A :  Knowing and Understanding
i. use vocabulary in context use a range of terminology in 

context
use a wide range of terminology 
in context

ii. demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
subject-specific content and 
concepts, using descriptions, 
explanations and examples

demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of subject-
specific content and concepts, 
through descriptions, 
explanations and examples

demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
subject-specific content and 
concepts through developed 
descriptions, explanations 
and examples

CRITERION  B : Investigating
i. explain the choice of a 

research question
formulate/choose a clear and 
focused research question, 
explaining its relevance

formulate a clear and focused 
research question and justify 
its relevance

ii. follow an action plan to 
explore a research question

formulate and follow an 
action plan to investigate 
a research question

formulate and follow an action 
plan to investigate a research 
question

iii. collect and record 
relevant information 
consistent with the 
research question

use methods to collect and 
record relevant information

use research methods 
to collect and record 
appropriate, varied and 
relevant information

iv. reflect on the research 
process and results

evaluate the research 
process and results, with 
guidance

evaluate the research process 
and results

CRITERION  C : Communicating
i communicate information and 

ideas with clarity
communicate information 
and ideas in a way that 
is appropriate for the 
audience and purpose

communicate information 
and ideas effectively using 
an appropriate style for the 
audience and purpose

ii. organize information and 
ideas effectively for the task

structure information and 
ideas according to the task 
instructions

structure information and 
ideas in a way that is 
appropriate to the specified 
format

iii. list sources of information in 
a way that follows the task 
instructions

create a reference list 
and cite sources of 
information

document sources of 
information using a 
recognized convention
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INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES (continued)

CRITERION  D : Thinking Critically
i. identify the main points 

of ideas, events, visual 
representation or arguments

analyze concepts, issues, 
models, visual representation 
and/or theories

discuss concepts, issues, 
models, visual representation 
and theories

ii. use information to give an 
opinion

summarize information to 
make valid, well-supported 
arguments

synthesize information to make 
valid, well-supported arguments

iii. identify and analyze a range of 
sources/data in terms of origin 
and purpose

analyze a range of sources/ 
data in terms of origin and 
purpose, recognizing values 
and limitations

analyze and evaluate a wide 
range of sources/ data in 
terms of origin and purpose, 
examining values and 
limitations

iv. identify different views and 
their implications

recognize different 
perspectives and explain their 
implications

interpret different perspectives 
and their implications



42 MYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

LANGUAGE ACQUSITION: Filipino, Mandarin, Spanish

Phase 1

In order to reach the 
aims of LANGUAGE 
ACQUISTION, students 
should be able to:

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4
In order to 
reach the aims 
of LANGUAGE 
ACQUISTION, 
students should be 
able to:

In order to reach the 
aims of LANGUAGE 
ACQUISTION, 
students should be 
able to:

In order to reach the 
aims of LANGUAGE 
ACQUISTION, 
students should be 
able to:

CRITERION  A :  Comprehending Spoken and Visual Text
i. identify basic 

facts, messages, 
main ideas and 
supporting details in 
everyday situations

show understanding 
of messages, main 
ideas and supporting 
details in familiar 
situations

show understanding 
of information, main 
ideas and supporting 
details, and draw 
conclusions in familiar 
and some unfamiliar 
situations

construct meaning 
and draw conclusions 
from information, 
main ideas and 
supporting details 
in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

ii. recognize basic 
conventions

recognize basic 
conventions

understand 
conventions

interpret conventions

iii. engage with the 
spoken and visual 
text by identifying 
ideas, opinions and 
attitudes and by 
making a personal 
response to the text

engage with the 
spoken and visual text 
by identifying ideas, 
opinions and attitudes 
and by making a 
personal response to 
the text

engage with the 
spoken and visual text 
by identifying ideas, 
opinions and attitudes 
and by making a 
response to the text 
based on personal 
experiences and 
opinions

engage with the 
spoken and visual 
text by identifying 
ideas, opinions and 
attitudes and by 
making a response 
to the text based on 
personal experiences 
and opinions

CRITERION  B : Comprehending Written and Visual Text
i. identify basic 

facts, messages, 
main ideas and 
supporting details

identify basic facts, 
main ideas and 
supporting details, 
and draw conclusions

show understanding 
of information, 
main ideas 
and supporting 
details, and draw 
conclusions

construct meaning by 
identifying stated and 
implied information, 
main ideas and 
supporting details, 
and draw conclusions

ii. recognize basic 
aspects of format 
and style, and 
author’s purpose for 
writing

recognize basic 
conventions including 
aspects of format and 
style, and author’s 
purpose for writing

understand basic 
conventions including 
aspects of format and 
style, and author’s 
purpose for writing

interpret basic 
conventions including 
aspects of format and 
style, and author’s 
purpose for writing
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LANGUAGE ACQUSITION (continued)
iii. engage with the 

written and visual 
text by identifying 
ideas, opinions and 
attitudes and by 
making a personal 
response to the text

engage with the 
written and visual text 
by identifying ideas, 
opinions and attitudes 
and by making a 
personal response to 
the text

engage with the 
written and visual text 
by identifying ideas, 
opinions and attitudes 
and by making a 
response to the text 
based on personal 
experiences and 
opinions

engage with the 
written and visual 
text by identifying 
ideas, opinions and 
attitudes and by 
making a response 
to the text based on 
personal experiences 
and opinions

CRITERION  C : Communicating in Response to Spoken, Written and Visual Text
i. respond 

appropriately to 
simple short phrases

respond 
appropriately to 
spoken, written 
and visual text in 
a limited range of 
familiar situations

respond 
appropriately to 
spoken, written and 
visual text in a range 
of familiar and some 
unfamiliar situations

respond appropriately 
to spoken, written and 
visual text in a range of 
familiar and unfamiliar 
situations

ii. interact in simple 
and rehearsed 
exchanges, using 
verbal and non-
verbal language

interact in basic 
structured 
exchanges on a 
limited variety of 
aspects within 
familiar situations

interact in rehearsed 
and unrehearsed 
exchanges on a 
limited variety of 
aspects within 
familiar and some 
unfamiliar situations

engage in rehearsed 
and unrehearsed 
exchanges to share 
ideas on topics of 
personal and global 
significance

iii. use basic phrases 
to communicate 
ideas, feelings and 
information on a 
variety of aspects of 
everyday topics

use phrases to 
communicate 
ideas, feelings 
and information in 
familiar situations

express ideas 
and feelings, and 
communicate 
information in 
familiar and some 
unfamiliar situations

express ideas 
and feelings, and 
communicate 
information in simple 
and complex texts in 
familiar and unfamiliar 
situations

iv. communicate with a 
sense of audience

communicate with a 
sense of audience

communicate with a 
sense of audience 
and purpose

communicate with a 
sense of audience and 
purpose

CRITERION  D : Using Language in Spoken and Written Form
i. write and speak 

using a basic range 
of vocabulary, 
grammatical 
structures and 
conventions; when 
speaking, use clear 
pronunciation and 
intonation

write and speak 
using a basic range 
of vocabulary, 
grammatical 
structures and 
conventions; when 
speaking, use clear 
pronunciation and 
intonation

write and speak 
using a range 
of vocabulary, 
grammatical 
structures and 
conventions; when 
speaking, use clear 
pronunciation and 
intonation

write and speak using 
a range of vocabulary, 
grammatical structures 
and conventions; when 
speaking, use clear 
pronunciation and 
intonation
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ii. organize basic 
information and use 
a range of basic 
cohesive devices

organize information 
and ideas and use 
a range of basic 
cohesive devices

organize information 
and ideas and use 
a range of basic 
cohesive devices

organize information 
and ideas into a 
structured text; use a 
wide range of cohesive 
devices

iii. use language to suit 
the context

use language to suit 
the context

use language to suit 
the context

use language to suit 
the context

LANGUAGE ACQUSITION (continued)
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LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: English

Year 1
In order to reach the aims of 
studying LANGUAGE  AND 
LITERATURE, students should 
be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims 
of studying LANGUAGE  
AND LITERATURE, 
students should be able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims of 
studying LANGUAGE  AND 
LITERATURE, students 
should be able to:

CRITERION  A :  Analyzing
i. identify and comment upon 

significant aspects of texts
identify and explain the 
content, context, language, 
structure, technique and style 
of text(s) and the relationships 
among texts

analyze the content, context, 
language, structure, technique 
and style of text(s) and the 
relationships among texts

ii. identify and comment 
upon the creator’s 
choices

identify and explain the 
effects of the creator’s 
choices on an audience

analyze the effects of the 
creator’s choices on an 
audience

iii. justify opinions and ideas, 
using examples, explanations 
and terminology

justify opinions and 
ideas, using examples, 
explanations and 
terminology

justify opinions and 
ideas, using examples, 
explanations and 
terminology

iv. identify similarities and 
differences in features within 
and between texts

interpret similarities and 
differences in features within 
and between genres and texts

evaluate similarities and 
differences by connecting 
features across and within 
genres and texts

CRITERION  B : Organizing
i. employ organizational 

structures that serve the 
context and intention

employ organizational 
structures that serve the 
context and intention

employ organizational 
structures that serve the 
context and intention

ii. organize opinions and ideas 
in a logical manner

organize opinions and 
ideas in a coherent and 
logical manner

organize opinions and ideas in a 
sustained, coherent and logical 
manner

iii. use referencing and 
formatting tools to create a 
presentation style suitable to 
the context and intention

use referencing and 
formatting tools to create a 
presentation style suitable 
to the context and intention

use referencing and 
formatting tools to create a 
presentation style suitable to 
the context and intention

CRITERION  C : Producing Text
i produce texts that demonstrate 

thought and imagination while 
exploring new perspectives 
and ideas arising from personal 
engagement with the creative 
process

produce texts that 
demonstrate thought, 
imagination and 
sensitivity while exploring 
and considering new 
perspectives and ideas 
arising from personal 
engagement with the 
creative process

produce texts that demonstrate 
insight, imagination and 
sensitivity while exploring and 
reflecting critically on new 
perspectives and ideas arising 
from personal engagement with 
the creative process
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ii. make stylistic choices 
in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, 
demonstrating awareness of 
impact on an audience

make stylistic choices 
in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, 
demonstrating awareness of 
impact on an audience

make stylistic choices in 
terms of linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, demonstrating 
awareness of impact on an 
audience

iii. select relevant details and 
examples to support ideas

select relevant details 
and examples to 
develop ideas

select relevant details and 
examples to develop ideas

CRITERION  D : Using Language
i. use appropriate and varied 

vocabulary, sentence structures 
and forms of expression

use appropriate and varied 
vocabulary, sentence 
structures and forms of 
expression

use appropriate and varied 
vocabulary, sentence 
structures and forms of 
expression

ii. write and speak in an 
appropriate register and style

write and speak in an 
appropriate register and 
style

write and speak in a register 
and style that serve the 
context and intention

iii. use correct grammar, syntax 
and punctuation

use correct grammar, syntax 
and punctuation

use correct grammar, syntax 
and punctuation

iv. spell (alphabetic languages), 
write (character languages) 
and pronounce with accuracy

spell (alphabetic languages), 
write (character languages) 
and pronounce with accuracy

spell (alphabetic languages), 
write (character languages) 
and pronounce with 
accuracy

v. use appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques

use appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques

use appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: English (continued)
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MATHEMATICS

Year 1
In order to reach the aims of 
studying MATHEMATICS, 
students should be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach 
the aims of studying 
MATHEMATICS, students 
should be able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims 
of studying MATHEMATIC, 
students should be able to:

CRITERION  A :  Knowing and Understanding

i. select appropriate mathematics 
when solving problems in 
both familiar and unfamiliar 
situations

select appropriate 
mathematics when solving 
problems in both familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

select appropriate mathematics 
when solving problems in both 
familiar and unfamiliar situations

ii. apply the selected 
mathematics successfully 
when solving problems

apply the selected 
mathematics successfully 
when solving problems

apply the selected 
mathematics successfully 
when solving problems

iii. solve problems correctly in a 
variety of contexts

solve problems correctly in a 
variety of contexts

solve problems correctly in a 
variety of contexts

CRITERION  B : Investigating Patterns
i. apply mathematical problem-

solving techniques to recognize 
patterns

select and apply 
mathematical problem-
solving techniques to 
discover complex patterns

select and apply mathematical 
problem-solving techniques to 
discover complex patterns

ii. describe patterns as 
relationships or general 
rules consistent with correct 
findings

describe patterns as 
relationships and/or 
general rules consistent 
with findings

describe patterns as general 
rules consistent with findings

iii. verify whether the pattern 
works for other examples

verify and justify 
relationships and/or general 
rules

prove, or verify and justify, 
general rules

CRITERION  C : Communicating
i use appropriate mathematical 

language (notation, symbols 
and terminology) in both oral 
and written statements

use appropriate 
mathematical language 
(notation, symbols and 
terminology) in both oral 
and written explanations

use appropriate mathematical 
language (notation, symbols 
and terminology) in both oral 
and written explanations

ii. use different forms of 
mathematical representation 
to present information

use appropriate forms of 
mathematical representation 
to present information

use appropriate forms of 
mathematical representation 
to present information

iii. communicate coherent 
mathematical lines of 
reasoning

move between different 
forms of mathematical 
representation

move between different 
forms of mathematical 
representation
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iv. communicate coherent 
mathematical lines of 
reasoning

communicate 
complete and 
coherent mathematical 
lines of reasoning

communicate complete, 
coherent and concise 
mathematical lines of 
reasoning

v. organize information using a 
logical structure

organize information 
using a logical 
structure

organize information using a 
logical structure

CRITERION  D : Applying  Mathematics in Real-Life Contexts
i. identify relevant elements of 

authentic real-life situations
identify relevant elements of 
authentic real-life situations

identify relevant elements of 
authentic real-life situations

ii. select appropriate 
mathematical strategies when 
solving authentic real- life 
situations

select appropriate 
mathematical strategies 
when solving authentic real- 
life situations

select appropriate 
mathematical strategies 
when solving authentic real-
life situations

iii. apply the selected 
mathematical strategies 
successfully to reach a 
solution

apply the selected 
mathematical strategies 
successfully to reach a 
solution

apply the selected 
mathematical strategies 
successfully to reach a 
solution

iv. explain the degree of accuracy 
of a solution

explain the degree of 
accuracy of a solution

justify the degree of 
accuracy of a solution

v. describe whether a solution 
makes sense in the context of 
the authentic real-life situation

explain whether a solution 
makes sense in the context 
of the authentic real-life 
situation

justify whether a solution 
makes sense in the context 
of the authentic real-life 
situation

MATHEMATICS (continued)
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PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION

Year 1
In order to reach the aims 
of studying PHYSICAL AND 
HEALTH EDUCATION, 
students should be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims 
of studying PHYSICAL AND 
HEALTH EDUCATION, 
students should be able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims 
of studying PHYSICAL AND 
HEALTH EDUCATION, 
students should be able to:

CRITERION  A :  Knowing and Understanding
i. outline physical health 

education factual, procedural 
and conceptual knowledge

describe physical health 
education factual, procedural 
and conceptual knowledge

explain physical health 
education factual, procedural 
and conceptual knowledge

ii. identify physical and health 
education knowledge to 
describe issues and solve 
problems set in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

apply physical and health 
education knowledge to explain 
issues and solve problems 
set in familiar and unfamiliar 
situations

apply physical and health 
education knowledge to 
analyze issues and solve 
problems set in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

iii. apply physical and 
health terminology 
to communicate 
understanding

apply physical and health 
terminology effectively to 
communicate understanding

apply physical and health 
terminology effectively to 
communicate understanding

CRITERION  B : Planning for Performance
i. construct and outline a plan for 

improving health or physical 
activity

design and explain a plan 
for improving physical 
performance and health

design, explain and justify 
plans to improve physical 
performance and health

ii. describe the effectiveness of 
a plan based on the outcome

explain the effectiveness 
of a plan based on the 
outcome

analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of a plan based 
on the outcome

CRITERION  C : Applying  and Performing
i recall and apply a range 

of skills and techniques 
effectively

demonstrate and apply a 
range of skills and techniques

demonstrate and apply a 
range of skills and techniques 
effectively

ii. recall and apply a range of 
strategies and movement 
concepts

demonstrate and apply a 
range of strategies and 
movement concepts

demonstrate and apply a 
range of strategies and 
movement concepts

iii. recall and apply information 
to perform effectively

outline and apply Information 
to perform effectively

analyze and apply information 
to perform effectively

CRITERION  D : Reflecting and Improving Performance
i. identify and demonstrate 

strategies to enhance 
interpersonal skills

describe and demonstrate 
strategies to enhance 
interpersonal skills

explain and demonstrate 
strategies to enhance 
interpersonal skills

ii. identify goals and apply 
strategies to enhance

outline goals and apply 
strategies to enhance 
performance

develop goals and apply 
strategies to enhance 
performance

iii. describe and summarize 
performance

explain and evaluate 
performance

analyze and evaluate 
performance
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SCIENCES

Year 1
In order to reach the aims 
of studying SCIENCES, 
students should be able to:

Year 3
In order to reach the aims 
of studying SCIENCES, 
students should be able to:

Year 5
In order to reach the aims 
of studying SCIENCES, 
students should be able to:

CRITERION  A :  Knowing and Understanding
i. outline scientific knowledge describe scientific knowledge explain scientific knowledge
ii. apply scientific knowledge 

and understanding to solve 
problems set in familiar 
situations and suggest 
solutions to problems set in 
unfamiliar situations

apply scientific knowledge 
and understanding to solve 
problems set in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

apply scientific knowledge 
and understanding to solve 
problems set in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations

iii. interpret information 
to make scientifically 
supported judgments

analyze information to make 
scientifically supported 
judgments

analyze and evaluate 
information to make 
scientifically supported 
judgments

CRITERION  B : Inquiring and Designing
i. outline an appropriate 

problem or research question 
to be tested by a scientific 
investigation

describe a problem or 
question to be tested by a 
scientific investigation

explain a problem or question 
to be tested by a scientific 
investigation

ii. outline a testable prediction 
using scientific reasoning

outline a testable 
hypothesis and explain it 
using scientific reasoning

formulate a testable hypothesis 
and explain it using scientific 
reasoning

iii. outline how to manipulate the 
variables, and outline how 
data will be collected

describe how to manipulate 
the variables, and describe 
how data will be collected

explain how to manipulate the 
variables, and explain how data 
will be collected

iv. design scientific 
investigations

design scientific 
investigations

design scientific investigations

CRITERION  C : Processing and Evaluating
i present collected and 

transformed data
present collected and 
transformed data

present collected and 
transformed data

ii. interpret data and outline 
results using scientific 
reasoning

interpret data and describe 
results using scientific 
reasoning

interpret data and explain 
results using scientific 
reasoning

iii. discuss the validity of a 
prediction based on the 
outcome of the Scientific 
investigation

discuss the validity of a 
hypothesis based on the 
outcome of the scientific 
investigation

evaluate the validity of a 
hypothesis based on the 
outcome of the scientific 
investigation

iv. discuss the validity of the 
method

discuss the validity of the 
method

evaluate the validity of the 
method

v. describe improvements or 
extensions to the method

describe improvements or 
extensions to the method

explain improvements or 
extensions to the method
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CRITERION  D : Reflecting on the Impact of Science
i. summarize the ways in which 

science is applied and used to 
address a specific problem or 
issue

describe the ways in which 
science is applied and used to 
address a specific problem or 
issue

explain the ways in which 
science is applied and used to 
address a specific problem or 
issue

ii. describe and summarize the 
various implications of the use 
of science and its application 
in solving a specific problem 
or issue

discuss and analyze the 
various implications of 
the use of science and its 
application in solving a 
specific problem or issue

discuss and evaluate the 
various implications of 
the use of science and its 
application in solving a 
specific problem or issue

iii. apply scientific language 
effectively

apply scientific language 
effectively 

apply scientific language 
effectively

iv. document the work of 
others and sources of 
information used

document the work of others 
and sources of information 
used

document the work of others 
and sources of information 
used

SCIENCE (continued)
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MYP General Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade
(boundaries) Quality of 

Work
Understanding 
of Concepts and 
context

Critical or 
Creative Thinking

Transfer of 
Knowledge and 
Skills

1
(1-5)

Produces 
work of 
very limited 
quality.

Conveys many 
significant 
misunderstandings or 
lacks understanding 
of most concepts and 
contexts.

Very rarely 
demonstrates critical 
or creative thinking

Very inflexible, rarely 
using knowledge or 
skills.

2
(6-9)

Produces 
work of 
limited 
quality.

Expresses 
misunderstandings 
or significant gaps in 
understanding for many 
concepts and contexts.

Infrequently 
demonstrates critical 
or creative thinking.

Generally inflexible in 
the use of knowledge 
and skills, infrequently 
applying knowledge and 
skills.

3
(10-14)

Produces 
work of an 
acceptable 
quality.

Communicates 
basic understanding 
of many concepts 
and contexts, with 
occasionally significant 
misunderstandings or 
gaps.

Begins to 
demonstrate some 
basic critical and 
creative thinking

Is often inflexible in 
the use of knowledge 
and skills, requiring 
support even in familiar 
classroom situations.

4
(15-18)

Produces 
good-quality 
work.

Communicates basic 
understanding of 
most concepts and 
contexts with few 
misunderstandings and 
minor gaps.

Often demonstrates 
basic critical and 
creative thinking.

Uses knowledge 
and skills with some 
flexibility in familiar 
classroom situations, 
but requires support in 
unfamiliar situations.

5
(19-23)

Produces 
generally 
high-quality 
work.

Communicates secure 
understanding of 
concepts and contexts.

Demonstrates critical 
and creative thinking, 
sometimes with 
sophistication.

Uses knowledge 
and skills in familiar 
classroom and real- 
world situations and, 
with support, some 
unfamiliar real-world 
situations.

6
(24-27)

Produces 
high-quality, 
occasionally 
innovative 
work.

Communicates 
extensive 
understanding of 
concepts and contexts.

Demonstrates critical 
and creative thinking, 
frequently with 
sophistication.

Uses knowledge and 
skills in familiar and 
unfamiliar classroom 
and real-world 
situations, often with 
independence.

7
(28-32)

Produces 
high-quality, 
frequently 
innovative 
work.

Communicates 
comprehensive, 
nuanced understanding 
of concepts and 
contexts.

Consistently 
demonstrates 
sophisticated critical 
and creative thinking.

Frequently transfers 
knowledge and skills 
with independence and 
expertise in a variety of 
complex classroom and 
real-world situations


