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PREFACE

As teachers and coordinators, we are often asked, what will my child learn in Grade 1 or Grade 

5?  This Curriculum Handbook has been prepared to provide answers to those questions.  It 

also provides an insight to the interconnected and multi-faceted elements of our program 

that foster the holistic development of your child/ren.  Facilitating an inquiry based program 

is a dynamic process that requires teachers to assume the role of learners.  For this reason, 

we refer to Beacon as a learning community.  As parents, you are essential members of that 

community, and we invite you to partner with us, in modelling life-long learning to our students.  

  

This handbook begins with an introduction of terms followed by an outline of elements of the 

IB PYP Curricular Framework.  Our PYP Programme of Inquiry, unique to Beacon, is outlined 

by grade level.  What we share here is related to our written curriculum.  Yet, from it, you can 

also infer that the learning process is multi-faceted and challenging; teachers facilitate learning 

through a wide range of strategies and learning activities.  You will have opportunities to witness 

your children learning and celebrating what they have learned throughout this school year.  And 

of course to meet with teachers to discuss student assessments through formal Parent Teacher 

Conferences as well as informal meetings when requested.  

We hope you will find this curriculum handbook a helpful resource to understand what teachers 

have planned collectively for the year ahead.  We invite you to journey with us as we bring this 

written curriculum to life in our classrooms and celebrate learning achievements along the way!  

And we welcome any questions you may have. 

 

DJ Leonardia                                Mary Chua
PYP Coordinator                                  Dean of School 
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The Beacon School

Vision

Beacon strives to foster a learning community that will inspire its students to be lifelong 
learners and agents of change who are guided by compassion and integrity.  

Mission

The Beacon School provides students with a global education that is both rigorous and 
balanced, that nurtures and inspires them toward their individual potential.  The learning 
community encourages students to integrate a deep appreciation for Filipino culture with 
a respect for diversity, understanding the complexity of our world.  They are challenged to 
become independent thinkers, confident communicators, and engaged citizens committed to 
act in service of society.   

Motto

The Beacon School motto is Veritas et Lumen – the Truth and the Light – the fundamental 
principles that guide the educational philosophy and practice of the school.  

Beacon is proud to be the only school in the Philippines authorized by the International 
Baccalaureate Organisation to deliver the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP), and at the Beacon Academy (BA), the Diploma Programme (DP).  
Beacon School was authorised to deliver the PYP in 2005 and the MYP in 2007.  Subsequent 
to authorization we are evaluated every five years by the IB to retain our authorisation.     
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The International Baccalaureate (IB)
Founded in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) is a non-profit educational foundation 
offering four highly respected programmes of international education that develop the 
intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills needed to live, learn and work in a rapidly 
globalizing world. Schools must be authorized, by the IB organization, to offer any of the 
programmes. 

The IB has a hard-earned reputation for high standards of teaching, pedagogical leadership and 
student achievement.  We work with schools, governments and international organizations to 
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

IB Mission
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 
and respect.  To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous 
assessment.  These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, 
can also be right.

Number of schools offering IB Programmes:

On 1 August 2018, there were 6,399 programmes being offered worldwide, across 4,949 
schools. 

17.5% (865)     –  Asia Pacific
23.3% (1,153)    –  Africa, Europe, Middle East
59.2% (2,682)    –  The Americas

Number of IB programmes offered in different countries:
 

20% (1,281)  –  Asia Pacific
20% (1,661)  –  Africa Europe, Middle East
54% (3,457) –  The Americas

As an IB World School, Beacon aspires for our students to become life - long learners bringing 
attributes as outlined under the Beacon IB Learner Profile to their lives, their work, and service 
to the communities in which they live.    

The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing our 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world. 
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Curriculum
Curriculum consists of three aspects:  the written, the taught, and the assessed.  

    

The written curriculum refers to how we as a school have mapped what we expect students 
to learn with regard to knowledge, skills, and understanding.  The written curriculum includes 
both our general framework of standards and benchmarks for each subject area at each grade 
level, as well as individual units of inquiry that articulate how these will be met through specific 
learning pathways and activities.

The taught curriculum refers to the way in which students are engaged in the learning process 
toward specific goals as facilitated by teachers. 

The assessed curriculum refers to how we come to understand what students have learned. 
Formative assessments provide incremental feedback to teachers throughout the pathway of 
an entire unit of inquiry.  Samples of formative assessments include: journal entry, quiz, mini-
conference, observation, and short response paper.  

Summative assessments provide a culminating perspective of the extent to which students have 
met learning objectives for the unit.

Our goal is to plan purposefully so that students are guided through and assessed by the five 
essential elements of learning:  

• the understanding of concepts
• the acquisition of knowledge
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• the mastering of skills
• the development of attitudes
• the decision to take action. 

Reporting student progress to students informally, and then formally to parents at the end of 
term is one outcome of the assessed curriculum.  Another is teacher reflection that leads to 
refinement of the written and taught curriculum.   

What do the terms Inquiry-based and 21st Century learning refer to? 

Tell me, I’ll forget.
Show me, I’ll remember.

Involve me, I’ll understand.     
                                                                                          -  A Chinese proverb
                                                   
The above proverb captures the difference between a traditional and an inquiry based approach 
to learning.  The heart of inquiry based learning is cultivating the practice that students take 
responsibility for their own learning by engaging them in stimulating learning activities that 
mirror real life issues, roles and projects, those that are relevant, challenging, and significant.  
Research has shown that students are more likely to retain what they have learned, and to 
remain enthusiastic about learning, if they engage in inquiry based practices.      

In a traditional learning program, content, is emphasized.  The school prescribes what students 
need to know.  Teachers proceed to convey this information to their students, or direct students 
to read textbooks.  Students are then tested on their mastery of the content. 

The premise for 21st century learning emphasizes the development of higher order thinking, 
problem – solving, and communication skills as a student responds to challenging, authentic 
and relevant questions posed.  It is expected that with rapid advancements in science and 
technology, what may be considered important for students to know at any one time will change 
rapidly. Furthermore, with greater access to more information continuously increasing, students 
will need to hone strong skills to research, synthesize and make decisions about information 
that is relevant to their objectives.  

Within the Beacon IB PYP, learning content takes place in the context of exploring broad and 
interdisciplinary issues, as examples: we learn about ourselves through artifacts from the past 
and what they symbolize; man interrelates with the environment, thereby changing it; effective 
interactions between human body systems contribute to health and survival.  Students develop 
creative, analytic, and synthetic thinking skills, decision making skills about what information is 
relevant and salient, and a range of strategies to communicate what they have learned, through 
oral presentation, creative and expository writing, debate, role play, multi-media presentation, 
and product design and creation.  The development of these skills will better prepare them for 
the work they may assume as adults.
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What does it mean to be authorised by the International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years 
Programme?  
The IB provides a curricular framework, and approaches to learning, with standards 
and practices expected of teachers in the planning, delivery, and assessment of student 
learning.  With over 4,949* schools as participants, Beacon School has access to resources 
shared by educators across the globe.  Considered among the most rigorous curricula as well 
as progressive, belonging to the association of IB World Schools is a distinction.  

While the IB curricular framework is delineated, it provides flexibility to each member school to 
create the substance of the Programme of Inquiry, and to engage students in learning activities 
that are relevant to national standards, school mission, and local resources.  In this way, 
Beacon’s curriculum is both unique, while also meeting internationally recognised standards.   

*Figure as of 1 August 2018 (www.ibo.org, accessed 8/24/2018)

What do we want students to become?  
In our role as educators, we facilitate student learning with the broad aims that they embrace 
lifelong holistic learning, cultivate international mindedness, and communicate effectively.  The 
IB Learner Profile serves as our guide in this pursuit.  

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 
our common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world.

http://www.ibo.org
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As IB learners, we strive to be: 

Inquirers | We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research.  We know 
how to learn independently and with others.  We learn with enthusiasm and sustain 
our love of learning throughout life. 

Knowledgeable | We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines.  We engage with issues and ideas that have local and 
global significance. 

Thinkers | We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action 
on complex problems.  We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators | We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways.  We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the 
perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

Principled | We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and 
justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere.  We take 
responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

Open-minded | We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as 
the values and traditions of others.  We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, 
and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

Caring | We show empathy, compassion and respect.  We have a commitment to service, 
and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world 
around us. 

Courageous | We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies.  We 
are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. 

Balanced | We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives - 
intellectual, physical and emotional - to achieve well-being for ourselves and others.  
We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the world in which we 
live. 

Reflective | We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience.  We 
work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning 
and personal development.
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What do we want students to learn?  
The Primary Years Programme of Inquiry organises what we aim for students in PreK through 
Grade 5 to learn.  Units are organised by transdisciplinary themes, four in PreK and six from 
Kinder through Grade 5.  These themes follow below.  More details related to each theme as 
planned by PYP teachers for this school year by grade level can be found in subsequent pages 
within this handbook.  

The PYP transdisciplinary themes that follow provide the basis for student acquisition of 
knowledge, understanding, and skills through Units of Inquiry.  Units are transdisciplinary and 
special subjects, i.e. Visual Art, Filipino, Music, Physical Education, Christian Living Education, 
may also be linked to them wholly or in part, through the year, or may provide students with 
independent stand-alone lessons to develop skills and content knowledge in these specific 
subjects.

Otherwise, knowledge, understanding and skills related to Language Arts, Science, Social 
Studies, and Math are developed within the context of transdisciplinary unit.  Numeracy, as one 
aspect of mathematical understanding and skill is addressed independently.   

  
PYP Transdisciplinary Themes

Who we are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships 
including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to be human.

How we express 
ourselves  

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic.

How the world 
works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between 
the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how 
humans use our understanding of scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological advances on society and on the 
environment.

Where we are in 
place and time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 
humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness 
of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives

How we organize 
ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic activities and our impact on humankind 
and the environment.

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into the rights and responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other people and with other living things; 
communities and the relationships within and between them; access 
to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
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PYP Concepts 
What students learn is explored, gathered, and communicated through the lens of the following 
concepts.  In this way, deep understanding is developed over time; students are able to make 
connections to prior learning and to the world as they experience it by linking new information 
and understanding to these broad conceptual frames.  

• Form    �    Function
• Causation   �    Change
• Connection   �    Perspective
• Responsibility   

How do we want students to learn?  
Students are able to explore, master, and communicate new knowledge and understanding as a 
result of developing the following transdisciplinary skills: 

• Thinking Skills
• Social Skills
• Communication Skills
• Self-management Skills
• Research Skills

In addition to these, students have opportunities to develop skills related to specific subject 
areas.  For example, the understanding of geometry can be acquired by exploration in a unit 
on the use of space in organizations.  Yet, numeracy and basic arithmetic are developed as a 
separate exercise.  Similarly, skills related to PE, the arts, and Filipino are developed according 
to the needs of those separate disciplines.  
 

The development of the whole child is central to our mission at Beacon, and this approach is 
shared by the IB PYP as well.  The PYP Curricular framework provides for the development of 
attitudes that are important to cultivating patterns of lifelong learning and living a life of purpose.  

• Appreciation �    Commitment
• Confidence �    Cooperation
• Creativity �    Curiosity
• Empathy �    Enthusiasm
• Independence �    Integrity
• Respect �    Tolerance

Finally, as part of the Beacon School mission, and also central to the IB framework, service 
and action are considered a necessary extension of learning.  Some examples of action that 
students have engaged in are: 

• Grade 1 students started a campaign to segregate trash in school after learning about 
sustainable practices. 
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• After learning about how community members can help meet the needs of others, Grade 
2 students organized fundraising activities (car wash, movie screening, bake sale) to 
raise money for the victims of Typhoon Yolanda.  They raised enough to fund new boats 
for three fishermen.

• For their Exhibition, after inquiring into the Impact of Media on the Youth, a group of fifth 
graders researched both the positive and negative effects of social media on students 
and launched an “Are You Board?” campaign to receive donations of board games.  
This action gave students other forms of recreation and helped support the “no gadgets 
except for learning” norm within school hours.  Another group, which researched political 
campaigns, started their own COMELEC to assist the process of student governance 
within Beacon and the upcoming elections of PYP and MYP House Captains.

An Overview of the Beacon PYP Programme of Inquiry 
and Units of Inquiry 
The PYP Programme of Inquiry represents the organization of learning for students from PreK  
to Grade 5.  It is planned to ensure the balance of content knowledge, age appropriate skill 
development, and a deepening conceptual understanding over time.  

Beacon’s Programme of Inquiry, while following the IB PYP framework, is unique.  In addressing 
each of the transdisciplinary themes, teachers at each grade level create a context to drive 
inquiry and structure learning.  Students acquire knowledge and develop skills in the active 
engagement toward deepening conceptual understanding made explicit through the unit’s 
Central Idea.

From this overriding statement of inquiry, 3 - 4 specific lines of inquiry serve as guides to further 
focus learning.

What follows from here are the Units of Inquiry for each grade level for this school year followed 
by a description of the focus of learning by special subject area.  

Preschool Units of Inquiry
We believe that early experiences, combined with appropriate, effective early childhood 
education, influences and fosters positive attitudes towards learning.  Young learners construct 
meaning from experience about the social and physical world in which they live.

The preschool program encourages a positive and active learning approach through which 
children construct meaning from experience.  Teachers provide opportunities and create 
experiences which are challenging yet appropriate, considering the abilities, interests and 
learning styles of each of the young learners.
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Close communication between the child, the teacher and the family provides warm and nurturing 
relationships within the classroom.  The preschool program endeavors to celebrate and guide 
the young learner’s energies, fantasies and intense curiosity, allowing him to engage with the 
world directly and interactively.   We constantly work towards a balance between adult direction 
and child-initiated activities, from moment to moment and from child to child, developing 
engagement and concepts which build the foundations for growth. 

The preschool child’s day is divided into three parts:

1. Work Time
Children engage in constructive activity, making them active participants in the learning process.  
They make choices and decisions; approach and use materials in flexible and imaginative ways; 
initiate investigation; interact with others; pursue their interests and extend understanding.

The range of activities includes building in the Floor Blocks Area, where children develop 
concepts and skills in math specifically pattern, symmetry, equality and classification.  It likewise 
enhances their science, literacy, motor coordination and self-management skills.  Children may 
also choose to work in the Manipulatives Area, where a range of material is available: puzzles, 
beads, sewing cards, interlocking blocks, pattern blocks, geoboards and bands, rod, cubes, 
sorting tray or pegs.  They develop fine motor skills, focus and concentration, problem-solving 
skills, verbal expression, and experience the satisfaction of completing a chosen task.  In the Art  
Area, children explore and manipulate various textures and colors.  They use materials in many 
different ways.  They learn about shape, size, color, balance, composition, lines and variety.  
They also gain an understanding of cause and effect, learn perseverance and methods of work, 
self-confidence, and spontaneity.  The Discovery Area provides an excellent opportunity for them 
to investigate, observe, and broaden their appreciation of basic science concepts.  It is a perfect 
venue to reinforce connections made between the outdoors, and their own experiences through 
hands-on learning.  Drama in the early years offers children opportunities for role-play.  As 
children pretend, they are actually repeating experiences as well as expressing their feelings and 
perceptions of their relationships and their surroundings.

In the water table and/or sandbox, children use different containers to learn about size and 
measurement, volume and conservation.  They test, experiment and guess, developing 
observation and problem-solving skills.  Exploring water and sand in the early years also offers 
children opportunities to develop muscle control and coordination, as well as increase attention 
span and develop focus and concentration.

2. Meeting Time
At Meeting time, children and teachers gather in a small group for a daily meeting, where 
they sing songs or rhymes, read stories, discuss the current teaching unit or just talk about 
themselves or events around them.  There are also routines such as attendance, the weather 
chart, jobs for the day.  Math, language or reading concepts are introduced at this time.  Meeting 
time also offers opportunities for children to participate in conversations, share their ideas, as 
well as listen to others.

3. Project Time
Children work with activities that are teacher-initiated and include activities such as music and 
movement, dramatic play, arts and crafts, science experiments, cooking activities, writing class 
books, or visiting the library.  The project helps children gain knowledge and understanding of 
themselves in the context of their social and physical world.
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July 27 

to

 October 5

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature 
of self, beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human

Central Idea: The relationships we have with 
others contribute to our well-being.

Key Concepts:
• Connection 
• Causation 
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Relationships 
• Feelings 
• Well-being

Lines of Inquiry:
• Relationships in our lives (relationships, 
connection)

• Impact of relationships (feelings, wellbeing, 
causation)

• Nurturing relationships (feelings, well-being, 
responsibility)

October 8 

to

January 11

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution.

Central Idea:  Plants grow and change and 
are a resource for us and other living things.

Key Concepts:
• Change
• Connection
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Growth
• Resource
• Caring

Lines of Inquiry:
• How plants grow and change (growth, 
change)
• What plants provide for us and other living 
things (resource, connection)
• Caring for plants (caring, responsibility)
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January 14 

to

March 8

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways 
in which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our appreciation 
of the aesthetic

Central Idea: Creating art can involve 
using tools and manipulating and changing 
materials.  

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function
• Change

Related Concepts:
• Materials
• Tools 
• Manipulation
• Creativity

Lines of Inquiry:
• Different materials and tools we use in art 
(materials, tools, form) 

• Changing and manipulating materials 
(manipulation, change)

• Creating art using tools and materials 
(creativity, function)

March 11 

to 

May 22

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment.

Central Idea:  The process of investigation 
enables people to discover and explore the 
world.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function

Related Concepts:
• Process
• Investigation
• Exploration
• Discovery

Lines of Inquiry:
• How we discover and explore (exploration, 
investigation, form, function)

• What we can discover through our 
investigations (discovery, reflection)
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Kindergarten Units of Inquiry

July 26 

to

 September 
28

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to 
be human.

Central Idea: Awareness of our 
characteristics, abilities, and interests 
enables us to discover who we are and what 
we can do.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Perspective
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Characteristics
• Identity
• Similarities and differences

Lines of Inquiry:
• Physical, social, and emotional 

characteristics (characteristics, identity, 
form)

• Similarities and differences between 
ourselves and others (similarities and 
differences, perspective)

• Personal abilities and interests (identity)
• How we discover who we are (identity)

October 
1

to
 

December 
14

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 
and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic.

Central Idea: Stories convey ideas
and feelings and can be expressed and 
interpreted in a variety of ways.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function
• Perspective

Related Concepts:
• Expression
• Interpretation
• Perspective

Lines of Inquiry:
• How stories express ideas and feelings
(expression, function)
• The most effective way to express a story 
(expression)
• How we interpret stories (interpretation, 

perspective)



17 PYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

January 3 

to 

March 8

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural world
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 
use our understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment.

Central Idea:  People apply their 
understanding of forces and energy to
invent and create simple machines we use 
in our daily lives.

Key Concepts:
• Connection
• Function
• Causation

Related Concepts:
• Application
• Forces
• Energy
• Inventions

Lines of Inquiry:
• The ways in which forces and energy 
enable simple machines to work (forces, 
energy, function)
• How we use simple machines in our daily 
life (application, connection)
• Inventing and creating simple machines
(inventions, application, causation)

March 11 

to

 May 31

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities and 
the relationships within and 
between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and
conflict resolution.

Central Idea: Living things grow and change 
and have certain requirements in order to 
survive.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Change
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Life cycles
• Survival
• Care
• Characteristics

Lines of Inquiry:
• Characteristics of living things
(characteristics, form)
• Life cycle of living things (life cycles, 
change)
• How living things survive (survival, 
responsibility)
• Caring for living things (care, responsibility)
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Mathematics
Most of kindergarten math is taught through daily routines, such as counting, writing, illustrating, 
and graphing information in a timeline, attendance record, calendar, weather charts.  Students 
use concrete materials such as counters, geoboards, cards, and games to explore math 
concepts.

Students count forwards and backwards from zero to twenty, learn about the concept of zero 
and a hundred, skip count by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, recognize and identify number patterns.  They 
use number stories to practice addition and subtraction.  Kindergartners copy, continue and 
create patterns, identify objects through our attributes and identify a simple function rule for a 
set of numbers.  They identify, locate, compare and contrast different shapes, experiment with 
measuring length, height, and weight using non-standard measuring tools, begin exploring 
money and its value, and begin telling time to the nearest hour. 

Language Arts
Language development is constant and robust in the Kindergarten classrooms.  Five-year olds 
gain experience with stories through listening to books read aloud in class or in the library.  They 
explore picture books to gain information or expand imagination and experience.  They discuss 
responses and construct meaning from many different materials.  They draw pictures and with 
support, begin to write sentences to tell a story.  They practice writing letters of the alphabet, 
sound out simple words, and learn to spell by representing sounds in the word.  Students bring 
home books for daily reading practice and choose their own books to read for enjoyment or 
pleasure.
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Grade 1 Units of Inquiry

August       
13 

to 

September 
14

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to 
be human.

Central Idea:  A balanced lifestyle requires 
people to make informed choices about 
their health and well-being. 

Key Concepts:
• Causation
• Responsibility 

Related Concepts:
• Balance
• Health
• Informed Choices

Lines of Inquiry:
• What it means to have a balanced 

lifestyle (causation)
• How the choices we make affect our 

health and well-being (responsibility)
• Different sources of information that help 

us make informed choices (reflection)
September 

25 

to

 October     
26

How We Organize Ourselves
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of human-
made systems and communities; 
the structure and function of 
organizations; societal decision-
making; economic activities and 
our impact on humankind and the 
environment.

Central Idea: Natural materials go through 
a process of change before they are 
consumed or used as products.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Change
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Properties
• Process
• Production
• Purpose

Lines of Inquiry:
• Origins of products (form)
• Changes products go through (change)
• Why products go through a process of 

change and how they are used - purpose  
(causation)
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November    
5 

to 

December 
7

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 
use our understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment.

Central Idea:  The stability of
structures is dependent on its
design and materials used.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Structure
• Design
• Materials

Lines of Inquiry:
• Different structures and designs (form)
• The properties of different structures and 

how they stay stable (function)
• Connections between materials and 

design (connection)
January  7 

to 

February 8

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities and 
the relationships within and 
between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution.

Central Idea: People can make choices to 
conserve the Earth’s resources.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Causation
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Resources
• Impact
• Sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
• Earth’s limited resources (form)
• The impact of people’s choices on the 

environment (causation)
• Conservation practices (responsibility)
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February 18
 
to 

April 16

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 
and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic.

Central Idea:  An artwork is an
expression of an artist’s life using their 
unique style and technique.

Key Concepts:
• Causation
• Perspective

Related Concepts:
• Style
• Technique
• Self-Expression
• Influence

Lines of Inquiry:
• What influences an artist style and 

technique (causation)
• How artists use style and technique to 

express themselves (perspective)
• Creating our own artwork that expresses 

who we are (reflection)
April 22

 
to

     
May 17

Where We are in Place and Time
An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 
global perspectives.

Central Idea: Learning about previous 
generations connects us to the way people 
lived their lives in the past.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Change 
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Sources
• Progress
• Past/present

Lines of Inquiry:
• Ways to find out about the past (form)
• How the past has changed (e.g. 

communication, transport, recreation, 
fashion, work, lifestyle) (change)

• What connections we can make to our 
past and present (connection)
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Mathematics
Using manipulatives, students explore counting by 1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 5’s, 10’s and 100’s.  They 
investigate place-value and digit patterns using counters, ten-frame cards, and base-ten 
blocks.  They begin to understand patterns in numbers and fill in the blanks in a number grid 
and line, as well as practice addition and subtraction facts and begin solving word problems.  
In geometry, they explore 3-dimensional shapes, polygons and the concept of symmetry.  
First graders continue their experience in measurement by comparing lengths of objects 
and arranging them in order from shortest to tallest, and learn measuring in inches and 
feet.  They gain more understanding of measurement involving capacity and weight using 
standard and non-standard tools.  They learn the concept of time through an exploration 
of duration, experiencing how much time certain tasks might take; students also learn how 
to tell time to the nearest half hour and the nearest quarter hour.  They will practice writing 
time in digital and analog formats.  They practice predicting, collecting, and recording data 
through tally marks, line plots, bar graphs and tables.  First graders begin to understand how 
these organizing tools help us understand and interpret data more easily.  The children start 
to count money using the following denominations - P1, P5, P10.  At the end of the year, the 
children have experience in giving change.

Language Arts
First graders develop competence as readers with constant practice – they continue to read 
daily and begin to independently make their own reading choices.  They strengthen sight 
word vocabularies and decode words with long and short vowel sounds, consonant blends, 
and vowel and consonant digraphs.  They use a variety of reading strategies to decode and 
make meaning from text.  They read and retell stories and begin to make inferences and 
predictions.  Students engage in poetry reading and create their own poems as well.  They 
learn writing conventions such as spelling high frequency words and use basic punctuation 
marks.  They express ideas and opinions in writing and write stories about memorable 
moments in their lives.  The children begin to develop strategies on how to revise stories.  
The children also begin to write nonfiction (all about books and how-to books) as well as 
fables.  They understand that their written output is intended not only for themselves, but for 
a larger audience. 
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Grade 2 Units of Inquiry

August       
6          

 to 

September 
14

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human

Central Idea: Evidence and artifacts provide 
an insight into people’s beliefs and identity. 

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Perspective
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Evidence
• Beliefs
• Identity

Lines of Inquiry:
• What evidence can tell us about people and 
their identity
• How evidence connects to what we value
• How we curate evidence to demonstrate our 
identity 

September 
17
 
to 

October 30

Where We are in Place and 
Time
An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives.

Central Idea: Understanding the geography of 
a country provides an insight into the diversity 
and culture of the people that live there.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Perspective
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Geography
• Culture 
• Diversity

Lines of Inquiry:
• The geography of our country 
• The connection between where people live 

and how they live
• The diversity within our country 



24 PYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

November  
5

to 

December 
15

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution.

Central Idea: Survival of living things is 
dependent on their adaptations and the 
habitat in which they live.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Connection 
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Habitat  
• Adaptations
• Survival  
• Human impact

Lines of Inquiry:
• Habitats and their features
• The connection between adaptations of living 

things and the habitat they live in 
• The ways in which living things survive in 

their habitat 
• Our role in the survival of habitats and living 

things 
January 14 

to 

March 1

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 
use our understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment.

Central Idea:  Technological advances enable 
the exploration of Earth and its place in the 
Universe and lead to new understandings and 
discoveries. 

Key Concepts:
• Causation
• Form
• Function

Related Concepts:
• Space 
• Exploration
• Discoveries
• Technology

Lines of Inquiry:
• Earth and its place in the universe
• Space exploration and discoveries 
• Technological advances in space exploration
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March 4
 
to 

March 29

How We Organize Ourselves
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and our 
impact on humankind and the 
environment.

Central Idea: Communities rely on systems 
and people to function

Key Concepts:
• Responsibility
• Function
• Causation

Related Concepts:
• Needs and wants
• Citizenship
• Systems
• Community
• Evaluation

Lines of Inquiry: 
• Systems within communities
• Interdependence of roles and responsibilities 
within communities

• What makes a community effective
April 1

 
to
 

May 24

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values; the ways 
in which we reflect on, extend 
and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic.

Central Idea: Understanding the properties 
and functions of sound and light enables us to 
experiment for creative effect.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function
• Perspective

Related Concepts:
• Light
• Sound
• Experiment
• Creativity

Lines of Inquiry:
• The properties of light and sound 
• How light and sound work 
• How we can be creative with light and sound 
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Mathematics 
Second graders use their understanding of numeration to skip count by 5’s,10’s and 25’s from 
different starting points, compare numerical values, and explore equal parts.  In operations and 
computation, students begin to solve addition and subtraction number stories using mental 
strategies and to develop paper and pencil strategies to add 2-3 digit numbers.  Standard 
algorithms are also introduced at this level. Students begin exploring equal groupings as an 
introduction to multiplication and division.  Students begin to develop solid number sense by 
having a lot of exercises in comparing and ordering numbers, using the number line and the 
number grids to look for patterns, and gain understanding that the base 10 value system is 
used to represent numbers and number relationships.  In geometry, they identify and examine 
lines, line segments, polygons and symmetry.  Students begin to reason about shapes and their 
attributes using mathematical language.  Opportunities to explore fractions using manipulatives 
and everyday objects will also be provided.  Students gain a better understanding of our world 
by representing, analyzing and interpreting data using graphs and charts.  Measurement in 
second grade includes measuring length, weight, value, perimeter, temperature, and volume, 
using standard units and tools.  Students can tell time to the nearest hour, half-hour and five-
minute interval, as well as solve time-elapsed problems.  

Language Arts
Second graders are able to explain and discuss ideas and opinions and argue persuasively to 
defend a point of view.  They are building sophisticated storytelling skills.  They develop fluency 
and independence as readers by mastering the skills of blending and decoding.  They respond 
to text by identifying main ideas, recognizing cause and effect, and making inferences.  Building 
and nurturing students’ reading and writing lives is central to the curriculum.   Students learn 
different comprehension strategies to appreciate different kinds of texts, choose books that are 
appropriately challenging and interesting to them, and participate in book clubs to share ideas 
and different points of view. Students use personal experiences as material to develop writing 
ideas.  In this way, they see writing as exciting and connected to their lives.  They are able to 
spell using letter sounds as well as by pattern, and work towards writing with fluency, clarity and 
coherence, applying writing conventions into their work.  They select vocabulary with precision 
and write for a range of purposes – to give information, to narrate, to persuade.  They respond 
to the writing of others with sensitivity and respect. 
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Grade 3 Units of Inquiry

August       
6
 
to

September 
14

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature of the 
self; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual 
health; human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities and cultures; rights 
and responsibilities; what it means 
to be human

Central Idea:  The effective interactions 
between human body systems contribute 
to health and survival.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function 
• Connection
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Systems
• Interdependence 
• Health 

Lines of Inquiry:
• Body systems and how they work 
• How body systems are interdependent
• Impact of lifestyle choices on the health 

of body systems
September 

17 

to
 

October 
26

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 
people and with other living things; 
communities and the relationships 
within and between them; access 
to equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution.

Central Idea: The actions and responses 
of all involved can contribute to reaching 
resolutions to conflicts.

Key Concepts:
• Causation, 
• Perspective
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Conflict
• Peace
• Resolution
• Meditation 

Lines of Inquiry:
• Causes of conflict 
• Strategies and roles in resolving 

conflicts
• Our role in conflict resolution 
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November  
5

 to

December 
14

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans use 
their understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of scientific 
and technological advances on 
society and on the environment.

Central Idea:  People’s and communities’ 
understanding of how the Earth changes 
can lead to adaptive responses.

Key Concepts: 
• Change
• Causation
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Movement
• Impact 
• Adaptive Response

Lines of Inquiry:
• Changes in the Earth’s atmosphere and 

movement of tectonic plates 
• Impact short term and long term of 

Earth’s changes 
• Human response to Earth’s changes

January 7
 
to

February 15

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our creativity; 
our appreciation of the aesthetic.

Central Idea:  Design and creativity 
are connected to exploration and 
experimentation.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Function

Related Concepts:
• Design
• Creativity
• Exploration
• Experimentation

Lines of Inquiry:
• The design and creative process
• What we learn through exploration and 

experimentation 
• Role of evaluation and feedback in
  design 



29 PYP Curriculum Handbook SY 2018-19THE BEACON SCHOOL

February 18 

to 

April 16

Where We are in Place and Time
An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 
global perspectives.

Central Idea:  Migration is a response 
to challenges, risks, and opportunities 
that  brings changes to the society and 
individuals involved.

Key Concepts
• Change
• Causation
• Connection

Related Concepts
• Push/pull factors
• Migration
• Consequences

Lines of Inquiry:
• The reasons why people migrate
• Effects of migration on communities, 

cultures and individuals

April 22
 
to
 

May 31

How We Organize Ourselves
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of human-
made systems and communities; 
the structure and function of 
organizations; societal decision-
making; economic activities and 
our impact on humankind and the 
environment.

Central Idea: People create organizations 
to solve problems and support human 
endeavour

Key Concepts:
• Function 
• Causation
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Community 
• Organization 
• Participation

Lines of Inquiry:
• Social issues in our community
• Organizations set up to assist with 

social issues
• Why and how organizations are set up
• How we can assist with social problems
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Mathematics 
Third graders practice reading and writing numbers through millions, and understand place 
value of numbers through ten thousands.  Students learn to estimate values and solve large 
number problems mentally, attending to reasoning, accuracy and efficiency. They develop 
an understanding of fractions as numbers, comparing and ordering equivalent fractions, as 
well as representing fractions as greater than, less than or equal to one.  Students practice 
solving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division problems using a variety of invented 
strategies and standard algorithms.  They test facts and solve problems using graphic 
aids such as arrays, place value mats and bar models.  They become skilled at looking 
for patterns and missing numbers on a number grid and invent puzzles and diagrams to 
demonstrate their understanding.  In geometry, students explore line segments and angles, 
review properties of shapes and polygons, explore spatial relationships in three-dimensional 
shapes.  Third graders also use data tools such as tables, graphs and measurement tools 
such as rulers, thermometers to collect and record data, applying skills and understanding to 
solve real-world mathematical problems.  They begin to measure to the nearest ½ and ¼ of 
an inch, and in centimeters and millimeters.  They will learn the difference between area and 
perimeter, solving problems and analyzing data involving these two concepts. 

Language Arts
Third graders are sophisticated language users, and are able to organize their thoughts 
before speaking and are able to present an argument backed up with evidence.  They show 
an understanding of the wide range of purposes of spoken language: that it instructs, informs, 
entertains, reassures; that each listener’s perspective is unique.  They are constructing their 
understanding of the different aspects of language.

Third graders show an understanding that visual text may represent reality or fantasy.  
They recognize that visual text resources can provide factual information that increase 
one’s understanding of different ideas.  They use visual text in a thoughtful way, enriching 
storytelling or presentations, and to organize and represent information.  They are confident 
readers.  As active readers, third grade students demonstrate comprehension of text by 
making inferences, drawing conclusions, noting details and building connections between 
stories and personal experiences.  

Third graders show an understanding that writing can be structured in different ways for 
different purposes.  They can tell a story and create interesting characters.  They use 
imagery in their stories to enhance meaning and to make them more enjoyable to write and 
read.  They understand that writing can produce a variety of responses from readers. They 
demonstrate an understanding of story structure and are able to make critical judgments  
about their writing, and the writing of others.
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Grade 4 Units of Inquiry

August 13
 
to 

September 
10

Who We Are
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human.

Central Idea: People’s strengths and 
weaknesses can drive them to take positive 
action in their own community.

Key Concepts
• Responsibility
• Connection 

Related Concepts
• Initiative 
• Interdependence
• Responsibility

Lines of inquiry
• Becoming aware of our strengths and 
weaknesses
• How others have used their strengths and 
weaknesses to make a difference
• How one can take initiative to make a 
difference

September 
11
 
to
 

October 30

How We Express Ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values;  the ways 
in which we reflect on, extend 
and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic.

Central Idea:  Media and technology provide 
opportunities  to express and extend creativity.

Key Concepts: 
• Function
• Change
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Technology
• Online Safety
• Planning, editing and manipulating the media

Lines of Inquiry:
• The different uses of media and technology
• How media and technology allows people to 

communicate ideas and express creativity 
• The responsible use of media and 

technology 
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November 
5
 
to 

December 
14

Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into the rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution.

Central Idea: Biodiversity relies on maintaining 
the interdependent balance of organisms 
between systems.

Key Concepts:
• Causation
• Connection
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Biodiversity
• Interdependence 
• Balance

Lines of Inquiry:
• The ways in which ecosystems and 

environments are interdependent 
• How human interactions with the 

environment can affect the balance of 
systems 

• The consequences of imbalance within 
ecosystems 

January 3 

to
 

March 1

Where We are in Place and 
Time
An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives.

Central Idea: Explorations have 
consequences that lead to discoveries, 
opportunities and new understandings.

Key Concepts:
• Reflection
• Causation
• Perspective

Related Concepts:
• Impact
• Exploration
• Discovery

Lines of Inquiry:
• Reason for exploration
• How explorations has taken over place and 

time
• Consequences of explorations
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March 5 

to
 

April 6

How We Organize Ourselves
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and our 
impact on humankind and the 
environment.

Central Idea: Market places depend on the 
ability to produce goods and supply services 
that can be exchanged.

Key Concepts: 
• Connection
• Causation
• Function

Related Concepts:
• Market
• Supply and Demand
• Consumerism

Lines of Inquiry:
• The role of supply and demand in the market 

place
• The connection between the market and 

supply/demand
• Developing a business plan

April 10
 
to
 

May 31

How the World Works
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the natural 
world (physical and biological) 
and human societies; how 
humans use our understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
society and the environment.

Central Idea: People use their understanding 
of materials to problem-solve, innovate and 
create.

Key Concepts:
• Function
• Change 
• Responsibility

Related Concepts
• Transformations
• Properties
• Challenges and Benefits

Lines of Inquiry:
• The physical properties of matter
• Conditions that cause irreversible and 

reversible changes in materials
• The benefits and challenges of changing 

materials
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Mathematics
Fourth graders continue to strengthen their number sense up to millions. They learn about 
number place value and number patterns to help them develop their numeracy.  They 
perform the four basic operations, specifically extending and deepening their understanding 
of multiplication and division, and then, applying their knowledge of numbers and operations 
in solving word problems.  They will learn about the value of decimals using visual models 
such as the number line, place value mat, meter sticks and the context of money.  Students 
will begin to generalize about fraction equivalence, composing and decomposing fractions 
using visual models, in order to represent and solve problems.  They will explore different 
geometric concepts to include angles and angle measurement, attributes of two-dimensional 
figures, symmetry and connecting these to measurement, using appropriate tools with 
accuracy.  They develop a deeper understanding of shapes, recognizing the properties they 
share and the properties that distinguish them from each other.  Students will also interpret 
data by looking at tables and line graphs.

Language Arts
Fourth grade students explore literacy as they create realistic fictional stories, personal and 
persuasive essays and informative writing.  They discuss vigorously but learn to listen to 
others’ opinions and viewpoints.  They use steps in the writing process to produce essays 
and stories.  Students work to express themselves coherently and logically, but they are 
also expected to polish writing, attending to mechanics – spelling, punctuation, handwriting 
and word processing.  They explore a variety of genres that engage the mind and the 
imagination.  Students learn reading strategies, such as visualization, asking questions, 
inferring and forming connections to the text in order to appreciate literature.  Students 
are also exposed to realistic fiction, poetry and biography to support inquiry and deepen 
understanding and appreciation of various literary genres.
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Grade 5 Units of Inquiry

August      
14

to

 September 
21

Unit 1: How the World Works - 
Energy
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organizations; 
societal decision making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment.

Central Idea: Energy can be converted, 
transformed, and used to support human 
progress.

Key Concepts:
• Form
• Change
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Energy 
• Transformation
• Sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
�Forms and sources of energy
• How energy is harnessed to support human 

progress
• Sustainability and alternative sources of 

energy
September 

25

to
 

November   
9

Unit 2: Who We Are
Puberty and Adolescence 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human.

Central Idea: Changes that people experience 
in stages in their life affect their sense of self.

Key Concepts:
• Change
• Perspective
• Responsibility

Related Concepts:
• Emotions
• Relationships
• Development

Lines of Inquiry:
• The physical changes that occur in our body
• The emotional and social changes we 

experience and how these affect us
• How to cope with these changes
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November  
12
 
to

 December 
18

Unit 3:  How We Express 
Ourselves: Passion Project- 
Art and Advocacy
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values;  the ways 
in which we reflect on, extend 
and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic.

Central Idea:  People use their creativity as 
a way to express their passion, ideas and 
feelings.

Key Concepts:
• Functions
• Perspective
• Form

Related Concepts:
• Expression
• Grit

Lines of Inquiry:
• What passion is
• How people express and pursue their 

passion
• The process we go through to pursue their 

passion

December 
18
 
to 

January 
24

Unit 4: How We Organize 
Ourselves - Governance
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of 
scientific and technological 
advances on society and the 
environment

Central Idea: Government systems contribute 
to conditions in society that affect the lives of 
its citizens.

Key Concepts:
• Function
• Causation
• Perspective

Related Concepts:
• Citizenship
• Systems
• Governance

Lines of Inquiry:
• Different government systems and how they 

function
• Impact of government on citizens
• Advantages and disadvantages of the 

different government systems
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January 28 

to
 

March 8

Unit 5: Where We Are in Place 
and Time - Civilizations
An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives.

Central Idea: Evidence of past civilizations can 
be used to make connections to present-day 
societies.

Key Concepts:
• Change
• Connection
• Form

Related Concepts:
• Civilizations
• Continuity
• Progress
• Validity

Lines of Inquiry:
• Characteristics of civilizations and societies
• Connections between past and present 
• How cultural beliefs and values are adapted 

through changing civilizations.

March 11
 
to
 

May 9/10

Exhibition Unit: Sharing the 
Planet
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values;  the ways 
in which we reflect on, extend 
and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic.

Central Idea: To be developed by students

Key Concepts:
• Causation
• Responsibility
• Connection

Related Concepts:
• Inequality
� Equality
� Access to opportunities

Lines of Inquiry:
• Rights and Responsibilities
• Examples of inequality in society
• Causes and effects of inequality
• Access to opportunity
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Mathematics
Fifth graders are proficient at solving operations up to 2-3 digit numbers; using a variety 
of strategies such as estimation, invented strategies, algorithms; using a variety of tools 
such as concrete materials,  or calculators.  They recognize and read numbers from .001 to 
1,000,000,000’s, and can compare, order and represent whole numbers and decimals within 
this range.  They understand the relationship between fractions, decimals, and percentages.   
They use the four operations on rational numbers and learn to do so efficiently, accurately, 
and flexibly using visual models, place value and properties of operation.  Students recognize 
and discuss mathematical relationships between patterns, and apply different strategies to 
solve problems.  Fifth graders identify, describe, compare, and classify geometric figures, 
begin to measure attributes of 3D objects, and identify congruent and similar figures,.  Fifth 
graders collect and record data, interpret and present data, as well as evaluate data from 
graphic organizers. 

Language Arts
Fifth graders build on language and literacy skills to communicate ideas and put forth 
opinions.  They continue to build even deeper reading lives through reading independently, 
applying reading strategies and skills for a variety of purposes.  They explore a variety of 
genres to widen their perspective about the world and engage their imagination.  They carry 
out research projects, attending to a focus of inquiry, and demonstrate clarity in thought 
process.  They present the results of their investigations to an audience using various 
media.  They carry out the writing process, experimenting with structures, ideas, and styles;  
planning, drafting and publishing a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 
such as memoir, poems, reports, myths and legends.

The Exhibition
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) exhibition represents a significant event in the life of a 
PYP student.  This is when students synthesize the essential elements of the PYP by sharing  
what they’ve learned with the whole school community.  As a culminating experience, it is 
also an opportunity for students to exhibit the attributes of the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) learner profiles.

The Exhibition in Beacon
The Exhibition in Beacon starts off as a whole class inquiry that eventually leads to an in-
depth student-led investigation of a topic.  This inquiry stems from personal interest and 
passions, but extends into real world local and global issues.  It is an endeavor that requires 
students to apply their learning from previous years.  Students must be involved in all stages 
of planning.  The exhibition should include examples of written work, oral presentations, 
technology and performances in any medium – dance, drama, film, video, or mixed 
media.  Students demonstrate their understanding of the main concepts of form, function, 
causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection.  Throughout the 
inquiry cycle, students use skills from all five (5) areas -  social, research, self-management, 
communication, thinking.
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Special Subjects

Filipino
The Filipino Program is taught as a language course, the objective of which is to achieve 
communicative competence using developmentally appropriate activities and material.  The 
language is taught in levels, aiming to achieve accuracy before fluency.  Thus, a progression 
of skills will create a foundation strong enough for the students to develop listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills.

As language learning does not happen in a vacuum, the program especially for the upper 
grades, strongly emphasizes the Filipino cultural identity and the appreciation of its values and 
traditions, giving the students an opportunity to understand our heritage and history.  Where 
possible, stories and other material used are connected to the Unit of Inquiry, creating a more 
solid interdisciplinary link that would help students see the connections between different 
subject areas and allow for easier transfer and application of skills learned.

Objectives of the Program

The Language component of the Filipino program aims to:

1. Develop language skills to enable students to effectively communicate in the language.  
This is achieved through the provision of opportunities for students to have ample 
interaction with developmentally-appropriate activities and materials.  As students mature 
within the program, provision is also made for teaching the language in skill levels.

2. Expose students to a logical progression of skills which will create a foundation strong 
enough for the students to develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

3. Provide students with opportunities to use Filipino in a real-world context.

4. Promote a love and appreciation of the Filipino language through varied learning activities.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten students will learn Alpabetong Filipino and basic vocabulary such as greetings, 
basic commands and conversations, numbers, colors, months, days of the week, family, 
clothes, food and parts of the -  body, house and classroom.  These concepts will be learned 
through routine songs, stories, and fun games. 

Grade 1
First graders will start to read basic Filipino words through syllabication.  They will also start 
learning about - patinig/katinig (vowel/consonants), pagpapantig (syllabication), pangngalan 
(nouns), pandiwa (verbs) and pang-uri (adjectives).  They will also learn how to construct simple 
sentences with prompting and provision of sentence structure.  Story reading and routines in 
Filipino through songs and games will still be a part of our daily learning. 

Grade 2
Second graders will continue to learn about and recognize a wider range of nouns 
(pangngalan), verbs (pandiwa), and adjectives (pang-uri), and begin to learn about pronouns 
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(panghalip).  They will use our knowledge of the different parts of speech to correctly construct 
inquiries and simple instructions in Filipino while being mindful of respectful language (po at 
opo).  They will also begin to utilize the Filipino dictionary.

Grade 3
Third graders will continue to acquire new vocabulary used in everyday conversations.  They 
will begin to utilize the Filipino dictionary and independently compose simple sentences with 
correct spelling.  They will also begin to read stories in Filipino independently using appropriate 
intonation and diction.  They will delve further into the different parts of speech such as 
pangngalan (noun), pandiwa (verb), and pang-uri (adjective).

Grade 4
Fourth graders will have more writing activities to practice proper sentence construction.  The 
students will be exposed to more listening activities that include read aloud (by the teacher), 
film-showing and short video presentations.  They will also be given more opportunities to 
practice their speaking skills in Filipino through conversations, class discussions, and role-
playing.   

Grade 5
Fifth graders will start to learn about Filipino idiomatic expressions that can help them in reading 
longer stories and short essays.  They will also start composing short stories, essays and poetry 
by having more writing exercises on proper sentence construction.  The students will be given 
different opportunities to practice their speaking skills through class discussion, short skits and 
oral exams.

The Arts
The Art Program aims to provide students with an opportunity to explore different art media and 
techniques as they build skills in artistic expression.  All students at Beacon take two periods of 
Visual Art and two periods of Music weekly.

Visual Arts
The Visual Arts Program at Beacon encourages students to explore, develop and express our 
ideas.  The program aims to impart basic knowledge of the visual arts through the discussion 
and application of the elements and principles of art and design.  The students will explore 
- lines, shapes, forms, color, texture and patterns as well as balance, emphasis, rhythm, 
unity, variety, repetition, proportion, contrast and space.  Older students have opportunities 
to investigate the role that the visual arts play in various societies and cultures across time 
and appreciate artwork from various artists, cultures and media to further develop our own 
understanding of the principles of art and design and the creative process in our personal work, 
other artists’ work and the world around them.   

Kindergarten
• Drawing and Painting – exploring color and line, background and foreground, creating 

artworks to express stories, figure drawing
• Working with textures and collage
• Exploring patterns
• Working with three-dimensional art – sculptures, combining various materials to express 
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unique ideas or feelings. 
• Exploring a variety of materials, using them imaginatively

Grade 1
• Drawing and Painting – exploring color schemes, background and foreground, lines to 

show movement, creating compositions using the elements of art
• Working with lines and shapes - creating patterns and abstract art
• Studying works by famous artists and responding to these works
• Exploring a variety of materials, using them imaginatively
• Using nature in art

Grade 2
• Drawing and Painting- applying the elements of art in creating
• Exploring the art of Wassily Kandinsky and Eric Carlev 
• Working on art techniques - sculpture, weaving, collage

Grade 3
• Color mixing 
• Explore scenery from nature, art styles, art from other cultures
• Expressing stories through visual art

Grade 4
• Understand how art communicates a message
• Drawing to show tonal value
• Exploring paper mache
• Explore art that represents artistic practices and culture

Grade 5
• Applying elements and principles of art in creating artworks
• Exploring art movements to inspire own creative expression
• Exploring and understanding art from past civilizations - such as Egyptian mummy cases, 

Native American dream catchers

Music
The music program balances the study of music literature and theory, and its application in the 
development of musical skills in ear training, sight-reading, singing, dancing, instrument playing, 
improvising, arranging and composing. The classroom music program is complemented by a 
co-curricular Music Program offered after school.    

Preschool
In Preschool, the children are introduced to different sound sources.  They use their imagination 
to improvise sounds using their voice and instruments.  They play music games, sing and move 
to simple songs about self, family, community, and nature.
 
Kindergarten
In Kindergarten, the children listen to and interpret sounds as they create their own homemade 
instruments.  They listen to Nature Music and create movements and sound effects to create a 
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musical scene.  They sing nursery rhymes and folk songs from different countries as a group.  
They begin to associate sounds with notation as they play simple rhythm patterns.  They play 
games, dance, and play basic percussive and melodic instruments. 

Grade 1
In Grade 1, the students learn to play Orff instruments as well  as pitched and unpitched 
percussions.  They sing songs individually and in a group with emphasis on proper vocal 
production developing melodic and rhythmic accuracy.  They combine sounds and instruments 
to accompany a song.

They are exposed to music of various times, cultures and genres and music of the Philippines.  
They are beginning to relate sounds with note duration and pitches as they experience singing 
and playing 3-5 notes in nontraditional and traditional notation.  They embellish their music with 
expressive musical elements such as dynamics and tempo.

Grade 2
In Grade 2, the students create and interpret simple melodies by reading notations.  They play 
melodies on Orff instruments; glockenspiel, xylophone and recorder.  Students are introduced 
to basic keyboard and ukulele playing as well as explore music technology through virtual 
instruments in garageband.  They learn to sing in rounds and simple two-part harmony.  

They listen to folk and classical music as they learn about different instrumental families.  They 
continue to appreciate and interpret music from various genres, times and cultures.  They can 
now read and play simple music pieces as they play on percussion and melodic instruments.  
They create  simple melodic and rhythmic patterns as accompaniment to a song. 

Grade 3
In Grade 3, the students continue to play the keyboard, and recorder using standard notation.  
Note reading focuses on notes from middle C to High D with note durations of whole, quarter, 
dotted quarter, half and eighth notes/rest.  Students further explore music technology through 
virtual instruments and recording tracks in garageband.  They extend their understanding 
of music’s relevance to society and culture through their exploration of Northern Philippine 
indigenous music, world music, folk music and classical music.  Basic concepts on melody, 
rhythm, tone color, dynamics, tempo, harmony,  form, and texture reviewed and integrated in 
the lessons.  Students begin to recognize the structure of the music by responding and creating 
similar and contrasting rhythmic and melodic themes.  At the end of the year, students will have 
the ability to create a short composition using two or more musical elements. 

Grade 4
In Grade 4, students continue to play the keyboard and recorder and are introduced to new 
melodic instruments like the guitar and ukulele.  They continue to build fluency in reading notes 
using standard notation and tablature notation.  When listening to music, students respond by 
using appropriate musical concepts to frame their ideas.  Through an exploration of program 
music (music that tells a story) students build on their understanding of how the elements of 
music can be used to communicate ideas.  Students extend their understanding of music’s 
relevance to society and culture through an investigation of Southern Philippine indigenous 
music and music around the world. 
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Grade 5
In Grade 5, students take part in various ensembles, honing their skills in playing instruments 
such as the piano, guitar, xylophones and percussion instruments.  Students extend their 
understanding of music’s relevance to society and culture through their exploration of music 
of cultures around the world.  Students continue their investigation of music as a form of 
communication by listening to program music and composing their own programmatic works. 
At the end of the year, students apply their knowledge of the concepts learned by creating 
their own musical composition.  They write the lyrics, compose and arrange the melody and 
harmony, and perform their composition to an audience.

Religious Education
All students are required to take religious education classes.  Two programs run on parallel 
tracks – Christian Living Education and World Religions.  Parents sign up for the religion class 
of their choice in the beginning of the year.

World Religions
The World Religions program in Beacon is taught as a Humanities class.  Students are 
encouraged to consider their personal identities, beliefs and values.  It aims to provide 
experiences that allow students to understand their own religious perspectives, see themselves 
as belonging to groups, communities, and institutions, and appreciate the interaction between 
the members of these groups as well as our roles as members of communities.  The program 
enables students to understand and appreciate what things were like in the past and how 
people and our religions remain the same or develop over time.  This allows them to build a 
historical perspective and locate themselves within a larger human story in the light of world 
religions.  The students develop an understanding of the relationship between the believers and 
our religious environments, and allow a deeper appreciation of the cultural aspects of each faith.   
Opportunities are provided so that students are able to explore the basic issues and concerns 
that bind people across religions, how these issues have been addressed locally and globally, 
and to consider ways that people can be knowledgeable, respectful and accepting global 
citizens. 

Grade 1
This class gets students to consider the questions, “What do we believe?”, “Why do we 
believe?” Students investigate belief systems that are relevant to the population within the class, 
compare these belief systems, and explore related stories through developmentally appropriate 
books.  Students also look at creation stories from different cultures to understand differing 
viewpoints.  Students look at prayer and examine some religious art, symbols and practices.

Grade 2
Second graders investigate the beliefs and traditions of their own family. They then share this 
with their classmates as a way to appreciate each other’s faith.  They also look into how people 
around the world manifest their faith as we study religious celebrations and traditions.  Students 
begin to examine the rules of the six major religions namely Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, 
Sikhism, Judaism, and Buddhism.  They read about, discuss, and arrive at an appreciation of 
the basic beliefs of these six religions
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Grade 3
Third graders look into the ways that religion influences the way we live.  Students investigate 
the lives of the founders of the faith, sacred scriptures, and sacred spaces.  They conduct their 
inquiries through interviews, research, field trips, and listening to resource speakers.

Grade 4
Fourth graders look into the lives of modern day religious leaders and the decisions that these 
leaders made to become who they are.  They also look into the birth, marriage and death rituals 
of the six major religions.  The students come away with an understanding of the values and 
teachings from these major religions.

Grade 5
Fifth graders take an in-depth look into the rites of passage in the six major religions.  In this 
way, students are encouraged to consider our own spiritual maturity and assess our own values.  
They also debate on the need of separation of church and state and some current events.  The 
students come away with a deeper understanding of how religion affects the world.

Christian Living Education
The Christian Living Education program at Beacon endeavors to instill in the students - 

1) Christ-centered spirituality nurtured by an active prayer life for growing in one’s 
relationship with God

2) Knowledge of the Catholic faith.  

In this program, students explore the richness of the Bible as the living Word of God.  The 
students gain familiarity with events and characters contained in Sacred Scripture, and are 
given the opportunity to appreciate the Bible as a record of shared faith heritage, as well as 
a medium for divine revelation.  Through the pages of the Bible, students also encounter the 
person of Christ.  

In addition to this, experiences are provided to enable students to develop knowledge and 
appreciation of the liturgy and creed of the Catholic Church.  By gaining a deeper understanding 
of the meaning behind the sacraments, customs, traditions, and beliefs that Catholics profess, 
the students become more equipped to undertake full, conscious and active participation in the 
life of the Church.  

As they go through this program, students are encouraged to be authentic followers of Jesus, 
embodying the value of Christianity in word and in action.  Through exposure to Catholic social 
teaching, the program also enables the students to see the connections and convergences 
between their identity as Christians and their role in the wider community.

Grade 1
First graders will be introduced to the concept of God as Father and Creator of the world.  They 
will come to know Jesus, Mary and Joseph as the Holy Family.  They will also learn about the 
Holy Spirit as Helper and Guide.  Through Bible stories, experiments, games and songs, they 
will learn to appreciate God’s gifts of friendship, family, and community and begin to think of 
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ways they can spread God’s love through acts of kindness and generosity.  First graders will 
learn that communicating with God can take on different forms and can be done alone or in 
communion with other members of the Church.  

Grade 2
The lessons for second graders invite students to know and appreciate themselves as God’s 
children, made in God’s image and likeness, following the example of Jesus, the perfect Son.  
Students will focus on good decision making and explore different ways of responding to God’s 
love using the commandments and their conscience as guides.  Second graders will also look 
into religious artifacts that reflect faith and values with an emphasis on the items used in the 
Sacrament of Baptism.  They will learn about missionaries who dedicate their lives to sharing 
the Good News and will explore ways they can do the same.

Grade 3
Third graders will begin the year reading stories of faith from the Bible and will come to see how 
faith can grow when nurtured through prayer, reading of scripture, and through participation 
in the Catholic community.  The students will be invited to celebrate God’s gift of peace by 
receiving healing and forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  The students will 
gain a deeper understanding of the Mass as a celebration of God’s love and will be prepared 
for receiving Christ in the Eucharist in First Holy Communion.  As they become more active 
members of the Church, the students will be invited to get to know the marks of the Catholic 
Church they belong to, and reflect on the mission that has been entrusted to them as followers 
of Christ.     

Grade 4
Fourth graders learn more about the about lay and religious people of the Catholic Church 
who make a difference in their communities.  Students are also provided with lessons and 
experiences to help them gain a deeper understanding of the Commandments.  As they use the 
commandments as guidelines for daily living, they are also invited to take a step further and live 
out the values taught by Jesus in the Beatitudes, responding to others in love and compassion.  
Through various exercises and immersion, they will also come to know more about the Bible, 
the Rosary, and other Sacramentals, and how these can bring one closer to God.

Grade 5
In fifth grade, students will be invited to reflect on how they can put their faith into action by 
promoting the peace and justice that Jesus spoke of and lived.  They will review the Beatitudes 
and also come to know about Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy as they think about their 
own projects for peace.  Students at this grade level also learn more about the Catholic Faith 
with an emphasis on the importance and significance of the Sacraments as visible signs of 
God’s love and grace.  Students also look into the lives of the Saints and look at ways in which 
they can follow their examples of faith and love.
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Physical Education
The Physical Education program is a developmentally progressive experiential learning 
program. Students go through a variety of learning experiences where they are challenged 
and are given ample opportunity to succeed in developing their skills through various physical 
activities.  The program focuses on identifying, exploring and pushing the human body’s’ 
capacity for movement.  The students’ enjoyment, confidence, competence and success 
over the development and advancement of their skills associated with games and sports is 
developed over the course of seven years.  It offers students challenges in order to solve 
problems positively and collaboratively involving physical and critical thinking skills.  Integrated 
within the program are opportunities for the students to develop an awareness of the importance 
of wellness.

The Beacon PYP Physical Education Curriculum is guided by the IB Physical Education Scope 
and Sequence which focuses on the development of the following strands:

1. Health-Related Fitness - which aims to develop an awareness of the importance of 
physical activity and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  The body’s response to exercise 
including the interaction of body systems.

2. Individual Pursuits - focuses on exploring our bodies’ capacity for movement, and how 
to move around and in-between objects and other individuals safely. It also exposes the 
students to the different aspects of athletics.  The development of basic motor skills and 
body’s capacity for movement through locomotor and manipulative skills.

3. Movement Composition - involves learning to move the body in a variety of ways, and 
incorporating different gymnastics skills, in response to communicate feelings, emotions 
and ideas to music and other sounds. 

4. Adventure Challenge - focuses on the development of our ability to solve problems 
collaboratively, involving physical and critical skills by individuals and in groups.  This also 
helps recognize roles and challenges that require groups to achieve a common goal.  

5. Games - sequentially develops the child’s knowledge of, and competence in different 
games and sports.   Also by identifying and developing appropriate skills and strategies, 
and importance of rules; modifying existing games and creating new games.

Preschool
Physical education in preschool will focus on the development of different gross-motor 
skills.  Guided by the Perceptual Motor Program, students will gain a better understanding of 
themselves through a variety of movement activities and games.  Building confidence with their 
own skills and developing positive interactions with others are the two other essential  goals for 
our preschool students

Kindergarten-Grade 2
Physical education for kinder to grade 2 will focus on three major strands: Fundamental 
Movements, Movement Composition and Games.  At the start of every year, student’s 
knowledge of different sports and their capacity to perform various physical skills will be 
assessed.  Throughout the year, students will focus on developing skills essential to a variety of 
games, sports and other movement activities such as dance and gymnastics. 
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Grades 3 to 5
The students in Grades 3 to 5 will be oriented to the concept of “health related fitness” in 
physical education.  They will be introduced to fitness testing and will do this yearly to monitor 
their fitness progress.  They will explore various systems to find out their strengths and 
weaknesses and help in reaching their best potential in fitness and sports. 

They will be exploring a variety of individual sports and activities that will develop their gross 
motor skills and confidence which will be helpful as they tackle other physical activities.  
They will participate in team sports and adventure pursuits that will challenge them to work 
collaboratively with their team mates and interact constructively with their opponents.  It will 
also require them to create and implement strategies.  All these physical activities also aim 
to help these students learn to handle failures and successes in order to make effective and 
appropriate decisions.  

For movement composition, students will be expected to design, create and perform a routine 
that will display their knowledge of the different dance and gymnastics skills. 
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Assessment in the PYP
Beacon students are part of a community that values learning and embraces opportunities to 
create knowledge and understanding.  Teachers are constantly seeking opportunities to observe 
and assess student learning while being aware that students learn in different ways.  The 
structures of assessment and reporting are distinct for the PYP and the MYP.

Forms of Assessment
Formative -  Formative assessment takes place constantly, with teachers taking every 

opportunity to assess how students are learning and then using this information to adjust 
teaching methods and materials to meet student needs.  In many cases, students are 
given feedback as part of formative assessment, and this strengthens their understanding 
of themselves as learners, which in turn builds responsibility and accountability for their 
own learning.

Summative -  Summative assessment takes place for the purpose of determining how much a 
student has learned over a particular period of time.  It requires that the teacher make a 
judgment on how well or how deeply the learning has taken place, by grading a test or a 
paper, or perhaps an oral presentation.

Parents receive feedback from assessments in several ways - through the Personalized 
Learning Plan (PLP) that is developed for each student in the first term, the written report card 
and portfolio that is given at the end of every term, and discussions at the (student-) parent-
teacher conferences. Parents are encouraged to contact the student’s teacher should there be 
any concerns about our child’s learning or assessment.  Any concern not addressed to parent’s 
satisfaction may, after consultation, be discussed with the Programme Coordinator.


