
The Beacon School
A Filipino Community IB World School

Friday, 31 August 2018

Sat, 1 Sep ISSA Volleyball Tournament:Beacon (G5-8) vs. ISM,  
     9:30 am, ISM: University Parkway, BGC, Taguig
Mon, 3 Sep Parents Orientation for G7 for Overseas Field Trip,  
     1:30 pm, 2F Exhibition Room 
Wed, 5 Sep Early Student Release
Mon,10 Sep Assembly: Filipino Week Launch,7:40 am, Auditorium

Wed, 12 Sep G3 Body Systems Fair, 10:00 am
Thu, 13 Sep G2 Artifacts Museum, 1:00 pm
Fri, 14 Sep Personalized Learning Plan Sent to Parents
17-21 Sep Filipino Week Celebration
Mon, 24 Sep Whole Day Teachers Professional Development, 
      No Classes

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

The Beacon Inquirer

Our thanks to all the parents who joined us for Curriculum Night to meet with teachers and to learn about 
the year ahead! Curriculum Handbooks can be found on our website, a NEW platform with the same 
address:  www.beaconschool.ph. 

Our thanks to Ms. Amaya Aboitiz, Community Relations Coordinator  and Mr. Roy San Buenaventura,    
IT Manager,  who developed the site with the guidance of Mr. Bam Laurel, with home page photographs 
by school photographer, Riz Pulumbarit.  Best wishes for a good weekend ahead.

          Mary Chua; Dean of School

http://www.beaconschool.ph
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Curriculum Handbooks Available on Beacon School’s Website

To learn more about your child’s grade level curriculum, please refer to the PYP and MYP Curriculum 
Handbooks, available for viewing and downloading on our website, www.beaconschool.ph.

The PYP Handbook can be downloaded from the PYP page: 

ÜClick on Programmes and Services, then Primary Years Programme. 

ÜGo to the bottom of the page and click on the link (in bold).

ÜThe MYP Packet can be accessed in a similar way. 
First click on the Programmes and Services Link, then Middle Years Programme

ÜClick on the link at the bottom of the page.
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Beacon School Students Participate in 
World Scholar's Cup- Melbourne

Nineteen Beacon students attended the Global Round of World 
Scholar’s Cup in Melbourne, Australia last August 16-21, 2018. There 
were about 1,600 students from 27 countries who participated in this 
round. Some events included debate, collaborative writing and quizzes 
about their curriculum, “An Entangled World”. All nineteen qualified for 
the Tournament of Champions in Yale University. 

Congratulations! 

Honestly speaking, 6 months ago, I would have never thought, that 
any one of us on the WSC team, would’ve ever come this far. I guess 
I underestimated the power of hard work, dedication, passion, and 
most importantly, teamwork. Thinking about it, I wouldn’t have even 
been here in the first place, if I didn’t take that extra mile at being a risk 
taker. Competing was never my thing. Before the Cebu round early 
this year, I had never participated in a competition. Public speaking 
was also not my thing. The picture of debating in front of a room full 
of people with only 15 minutes to form a speech, absolutely terrified 
me. All I needed was a little push in the right direction to what I had 
thought would be a complete disaster, into something that was actually 
an unforgettable experience. WSC taught me a lot about the reality of 
facing your fears. In truth, once you make that effort to actually break 
out of your shell, the worst things you fear aren’t as bad you thought. 
After the last months of rigorous training, waking up on weekends 
to go to practice, late nights cramming research, in between all of it, 
we managed to there have those moments of shared laughter about 
the mistakes we’ve made along this journey. Being able to step down 
from the stage, and run into a pile of teammates waiting to hug you, is 
the best feeling of it all. If you have a goal, chase it, don’t waste time 
hesitating. Don’t let fear hold you back, sometimes the outcome can be 
astonishing!       -  Mischka T.; 8CL

Going to Melbourne for WSC was truly an amazing experience. I am 
so grateful for the opportunity that was given to us, because we were 
able to experience things in a new perspective. With the theme of “An 
Entangled World”, we were able to befriend people from all around the 
world, sharing our cultures through 4 different scholarly challenges, 
and many social gatherings. As a delegation, we have been practicing 
our debates and elaborating our research for so long, working so hard 
all together so prepare for these events, but the whole experience 
was something we couldn’t prepare for. I am so proud of how we all 
performed, all pushing to do our best, to represent what we love most. 
We were all able to push our limits, and interact with many interesting 
people from all over the world, with lots of laughs and too much 
Havana. As we have all qualified for the Yale University round, we have 
been ever so motivated to join again, because WSC is an experience 
that is worth all of the research and debate sessions. Personally, I think 
it is an unforgettable opportunity that we were fortunate enough to be 
able to experience, and I would do it again and again until I can’t be 
able to anymore.    - Samantha S.; 8CL
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Guidance:
 
 

By Braden Bell 

In my work as a teacher I’ve noticed in recent years 
that parents frequently default to the term “bullying” 
to describe a lot of undesirable interactions their 
children have with peers. Bullying is tragically real, 
with devastating consequences in both the short- and long-term. But bullying also has very specific 
meaning.

Although definitions vary, they generally include some common themes. Stopbullying.gov defines 
bullying as “unwanted, aggressive behavior among school-aged children.” According to the site, it 
must include an imbalance of power (whether it’s strength, popularity, or access to information), and is 
a behavior that happens repeatedly or could be repeated. “Bullying includes actions such as making 
threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone physically or verbally and excluding someone from a 
group on purpose,” the site says.

When bullying happens, it’s crucial to address it immediately and effectively. It almost always requires 
adult intervention from parents, school officials, counselors or even law enforcement. But a recent 
experience with one of my children reminded me that not all undesirable or unkind behavior is bullying. 
One of my children was being subjected to sarcastic and cutting remarks from a co-worker. It was rude 
and discouraging and  made my child feel self-conscious and isolated.

I’m an experienced teacher and parent of five children. I’m closer to 50 than 40. You’d think I’d be fairly 
grounded by now. But when my child told me about this, I was furious and reacted with a potent mixture 
of anger and judgment. I suspect most parents have felt something similar. In this state of heightened 
parental emotion, it’s easy to define the offensive behavior as bullying, particularly because it provides 
a narrative structure with a clear-cut villain and victim. But it’s important for parents to resist, or at least 
question, our use of the term.

After I calmed down a bit I realized that this incident didn’t rise to the level of bullying. None of the 
criteria above was really present, particularly the power imbalance. Someone can be insensitive, 
thoughtless, immature, mean and even aggressive without it being bullying. And it’s important to 
make sure children understand that. Here’s why: For the rest of their lives, our children’s happiness at 
home and success at work will be determined by how well they can navigate relationships and resolve 
difficult issues. If we write every unpleasant encounter off as bullying, we don’t prepare them well. At a 
minimum, we are modeling misdiagnosis.

“When we fail to distinguish between bullying and ordinary meanness, we trivialize the very serious 
cases of peer abuse,” Eileen Kennedy-Moore, an author and clinical psychologist based in Princeton, 
N.J., wrote in an article in Psychology Today. “Also, calling every act of meanness bullying sends an 
unhealthy message: It says to kids, ‘You’re fragile. You can’t handle it if anyone is even slightly unkind 
to you.’ ”

Over the years I’ve seen parents unwittingly cultivate fragility by misusing the term bullying. I knew 
a student who had her own circle of friends but wanted to join a more popular group. The girls in the 
desired group were close-knit, with families that had been friends for decades. They weren’t mean 
to this girl. In fact they were polite, even friendly. If she sat by them at lunch, they would engage and 
include her. They talked with her at school. If she invited one of them to a movie, they would go and 
have fun. But they didn’t include her in their inner circle. Every time they did something on the evenings 
or weekends without inviting her, the girl’s parent accused them of bullying.
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Another girl was enthusiastic about a particular subject and after being particularly animated during a 
class discussion, a classmate laughed at her for being so passionate about the subject. Again, the girl’s 
parent labeled the behavior bullying.

Neither of these situations was ideal or good, but they didn’t meet the criteria for bullying. The parents 
took their child’s authentic pain, but exaggerated the intentions and behaviors of the other children 
while minimizing their own child’s actions and choices. The kids started to see themselves as victims, 
powerless to change the situation.

As those children grew older, they demonstrated less resilience, sometimes publicly. The kids got more 
easily and deeply upset about perceived offenses, including situations that were unpleasant, but weren’t 
really bullying. Beyond stunting their emotional maturity, their heightened reactions had negative social 
consequences, as peers responded by disengaging from them.

Kennedy-Moore also notes in her article that we risk trivializing bullying when we use the term incorrectly 
or reduce what it means. This has a related, but less obvious consequence: If someone reports bullying 
to school officials, and it turns out not to be bullying, that person’s credibility is greatly diminished. Adults 
- and peers - will be less likely to take their complaints seriously in the future.

Also, accusing a child of being a bully can have severe social, emotional and academic repercussions as 
accusations can quickly coalesce into a label that is hard to escape. Being labeled a bully often means 
being ostracized and isolated, with no obvious way to repair or reclaim a reputation. This is particularly 
damaging if the label is applied unfairly or inaccurately. Ironically, bullying involves causing harm to 
someone who struggles to defend him or herself. So an adult accusing a child of being a bully can be a 
form of bullying.

How do we respond when a child encounters unkindness that isn’t bullying? While the answers are as 
varied as the situations and the children involved, I’ve found some success with a simple question: “What 
are your choices?” And, as a follow-up,  “What are the likely outcomes of those choices?”

Inevitably, the child wants to talk about the other person’s behavior. I try to listen and show empathy. 
Then I redirect by asking, “Yes, but what are your choices?” This can be empowering for the child. In my 
experience, acting with intention and agency brings hope and empowerment.

Sometimes a child can’t come up with a good answer because they are too upset, or because they lack 
experience, or because something is counterintuitive. In the incident I mentioned earlier, my child felt 
trapped and struggled with how to respond. My wife and I discussed the situation, talked to our child 
and suggested possible options for addressing it. One of the suggestions helped fix the problem. Even 
more important, my child learned how to work through a challenge, something that would not have 
happened had we simply contacted the employer and accused the co-worker of bullying.

Learning to honestly evaluate complex situations, look at the dynamics of relationships and respond 
in a thoughtful way requires and develops discernment, honesty and self-awareness. We can help our 
children build those skills when we model them ourselves. That’s what I had to remind myself recently.

Braden Bell is a teacher, writer and director from Nashville. The author of seven novels, he blogs and writes 
a newsletter with reflections about parenting adolescents. He’s on Twitter @bradenbellcom.

Source: Bell, Braden. “Perspective | Not All Unkindness Is Bullying. Here's Why We Need to Teach Kids 
to Differentiate.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 16 Aug. 2018, Accessed: 28 August 2018, www.
washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/08/16/not-all-unkindness-is-bullying-heres-why-we-need-
to-teach-kids-to-differentiate/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d742076d0b4f.

 

 TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE: 
Samantha S. (8CL), Mischka T. (8CL), Jodie Montelibano, Michelle Dizon                    

and Mrs. Mykee Paradies
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